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PARSON SMITH 
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Smithson, who hunted foxes and r wi 
ome enson, who nunted foxes and deer with his own pack of hounds 
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TO 
My Little Daughter, Helen, 
Who says of Fox Hunting as do the 
Hungarians of their Native land: 
Extra Hungariam non est vita, 


vel si quidem est, non est ita, 
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Hg dropped heavily into Colonel Weatherford's copious 
leather arm chairs and awaited tea, the sequel to a iong, 
wearing fox hunting day. 

(| The warmth of the fire-1it library after so many hours 
afield must have made me drowsy, for sounds and movements 
were as things dreamed, Then I heard the Colonel's voice 
Coming to me as from a great distance, ‘'Pendleton, I have 
just learned that Algerton Le Courte has been awarded the 
Victoria) Cross for an act of Supreme courage out in India, 

The mention of a name which had long since dropped from 
my memory recalled tales of a little English boy whe had once 
tarried in our Village for a few years and then journeyed on, 
I never knew him, but in the passage of time I read of his 
riding races and hunting hounds in England, and onee, of his 
piloting his horse to the Victory of victories over the bleak, 
foreboding Grand National dourse, with the dour, windswept 
tand enveloped in mist and rain. And again I read of him at 
Gallipoli in the Great War, 

7o me he was but a legentVor a8 a knight in an old Wives’ 
tale. If his name was mentioned a soft, Warm, pensive look 
stole over women's faces ag though they took some pleasant 
memory to their hearts; and he but just a little boy, "Colonel 
Yeatherford," I said, “Beli mé.¥ho was Algerton Le Jourte?" 

The Colonel sat smoking his pipe and gazing into the fire 
“fOr some time. "We12, Pendleton," he said, "I never quite 
knew why General Le Courte and his small son Came here to 
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Millbeck. They arrived from England one Spring morning 
accompanied by a family retainer, old Middleton, an excellent 
servant, and rented the Rose Cottage on Highmineter. As soon 
as they were settled I called to pay my respects to the old 
General." Colonel Weatherford lapsed into silence, groping 
in the archives of memory for those word Pictures that woul d 
best deseribe his old and valued friend, "Pendleton," he 
continued, “have you read The Newe s?* "Yes," I answered, 
"Well, General Le Courte was made very much in the mold of 
Colonel Newoonfe ~ & quiet, dignified, somewhat old-fashioned 
gentleman, but Pendleton, a great gentleman, a naturalist, a 
fine sporteman, and a soldier who had carried on for England 
in all her hingerlands, : 

a "In a year or two the son entered the Millbeok Academy as 
a day pupil, and every morning the General would drive him to 
school in a Mineola cart behind an old-fashioned, smart-moving 
cob he had picked up some place for a song. I would often meet 
them bumping over the rough; back country roads as I started 
off with hounds. They were sufficient unto themselves, those 
two, and inseparable, 

“As time went on the General and I became fast friends, 

We shot and fished together, and I enjoyed his comments on 
passing events and the worth-while books of the day. After 
some years of this companionship a slow, stealthy change com. 
menced creeping over the General, oreeping so slowly at first | 
that it was hardly discemible. He started missing birds he 
had no right to migs, then making excuses why he could not go 


Shooting. One day, while fishing, he experienced no end of 


wou 
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difficulty ettaehing his flies, and requested my help. If I 
asked him whether he thought well of a certain book I had 
loaned him he became evasive and pleaded lack of opportuni ty 
to read. In time he gave up driving the Mineole cart and sat 
as a passenger while old Middleton did the driving, I did not -— 
Piece two and two together until one day when visiting him I 
noticed him walk over to the table for a match, The match box 
wes in plain sight but I saw him feeling vaguely for it along 

the table. He put the matches in his pocket and left the room. 
When he returned his pipe was going, On a sweet, centle @y 

in mid-June the last flickering rays of licht receded and lert 
him in eternal darkness, 

“With a desire to alleviate some of the loneliness, I now 
saw more of both father and son. shut off from other contacts 
and activities the General's thoughts reverted more and mere to 
the boy, his education and future. He wanted him to play at 
all 8 and learn of all sports, and his interest and curiosity 
in Hastiedess was insatiable, I would now and again take the 
bey shooting, and the old General would persist in coming along 
with Middleton to lead him. If game fell to the boy’s gun the 
father mst needs know the length of the shot, was the bird 

eee ee Care. 2Y G eee8 iy 
well hit, was it rocketing high overhead or f low and away 
from him, was the boy's stance as it should have been, eto., 
etc. I can still hear him Seying, ‘Tellme, Weatherford, did 
the Old Men do well?! He practically never referred to the 
boy except as Old Man, | 

"Pendleton, if you look at the eyes of any noteworthy 
sportsman who has excelled both in sports and in the playing 
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eof games you will read much of the causes of those successes, 
This boy had just suoh eyes, and fair hair, fine, true Anglo — 
Saxon features, and a smile that made you went to go up and 
put your arm around his shoulder, 

"In time he took to playing football and was considered 
the fastest-running and hardest line -hitting back who ever 
played for our little pre-preparatory school, Every Fail 
afternoon the General would have Middleton drive hin to the 
football field. They would poke the pony Close up to the side 
lines and the General would question Middleton, to whom the 
game Was & Complete enigma, as to what Old Man ws doing now, 
Had he carried the ball in the last play ~ how many yards had 
he made? I once stood by the cart when Middleton was trying 


_ to desoribe a play, ‘One of the young gentlemen handed the 


ball to Master Algy, sir, and Master Algy attempted to pass 
right up the meadow with it. I'm sure he had every intention 
of doing so, sir, but some of the other young gentlemen cot 
Quite in his way, and in the disturbance he was knocked down, 
sir, and a number of young gentlemen fell on him, 1 don' ¢ 
think he is harmed, sir, only a trifle soiled, 1 could brush 
him off directly, sir, if you wish.* 

"During the principal game of the year I sat on a rug with 
the General out in front of the players benches. It was the 
day of our sohool's supreme effort. The score stood nothing to 
nothing. There was but five minutes left to play. We had the 
bali. The signal rang out clear and sharp. It was the old Ps 
Man's signal, and the ball was passed to him. He found or “¢ 


made an opening and went through. Boy after boy dove for him 


De 


and as ta him, On and on he went. Only two players stood 
between the and the goal and victory. They both tried for him 
and missed:; ighty yards for a winning touchdom, I depicted 
every move to the blind old warrior beside me, God, Pendleton, 
the look on the man's face. Automobile horns were screaming 
ail over the place. Every Millbeck boy was on his feet. The 
cheer leaders jumped to their positions. ‘A Millbeck School 
cheer for Le Courte ~ everybody in it. Are you ready? One, 
two, three -—— Millbeck, Millbeck, Millbeok, Le Courte, Le 
Gourte, Le Courte. ' 

‘Pendleton, I suppose I'm what's known as a crusty, worldly, 
sophisticated old bachelor, but I am still affected by the 
picture of the General noiselessly clapping the palm of one 


_ hand against the back of the other, not the two palms together. 


No, no. There must be no noise, no display, no sign of emotion, 
just clapping gently and saying softly, 'First rate, Old Man, 
first rate,! 

"But the General laid the most stress of all upon the 
Old Man's riding. He had sold his Pure, gun and put the pro- 
ceeds into a smart, weedy little thoroughbred horse for the 
boy. The thing was not much to look at and had very little 


in the way of LV it could positively fly and jump SZ 
Fooket, % 


like a 4 
"The General had been considered one of the orack horse. 

men of England, and he tried - tried so hard and so long to 

form a satisfactory mental picture of the boy's Tiding, of his 

seat and hands and horsemanship. 7 
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"I once drove the father in the old pony cart to the.very 
tep of Pugsley Hill on a day when his boy was maating in the 
hope that he might hear the ery of hounds and the thud of 
galloping horses, | 

“It was @ warm, fair morning in indian Summer, We sat 
in the cart, I smoking and he pulling on his now ever enpty 
pipe while the pony cropped the grass. I had instructed Willi 
Madden, the thunteman, to draw Pecketts Woods from the north 
and work on down towards us. As we listened the faint note of 
the horn would now and again come to us and drift gently by to 
be lost in the vastness of Malvern Swamp. Suddenly hounds un- 
kenneled their fox. Peoketts Woods awoke. The eager, elemorous 
cry rolled up towards us, one bellow of sound pressing the one 
in front until ie great Pugsley was enveloped in music «the ___ 
‘pass notes of the old dog hounds, the al/es and sopranos of the 
keen, active, flying bitches. 

"I stood up in the cart. They were racing towards us, 
“Look sharp, Weathert ;* called the General, “Look shazp, 
Old Man. You will view thm. Keep your eyes MM@& down wind, / 

"Ta llysho, General. Tally-ho. There he romps ,# I sang 
out. food, Pendleton, but he was a big, strong rover. On 
came the dull, persisting thud of horses hoofs. Gsteaay boy, 
stan dy on,* I called to the pony, and tock him by the head. 

Scan you see them Weatherford? can you see them yet? 

‘tony you, Generals. Theyiaze heating fer-the great wall 
sats: “Malvern lane. Here they come. Will Madden is safe over.’ 

Gwnexe is my Old Man, Weatherford? Is he well up with 


the first flight? Is he over yet? Tell me, has he a nice \v 


ta 
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light, airy seat? He is not away bask in the ruck, is he i 
Colonel, not milling around with the tail-enders?? ‘io, no, 
General,’ I told him, ‘He is well over, well over, going 
brilliantly, magnificently. He is taking his own line. They 
are turning south straight inte th ote rds the post-and— 
rail fence with the big adrep inte Westmoreland Bottom. They 
are riding too fast. It's a terrible drop. There he is, 
there he is, There is the Old Man. God bless me, what a jump 
his horse made. ie flew it in his stride and landed going 
aways? 

Vrney passed from view and were engulfed in the endless 
swales and woods and uplands that stretoh on and on to where 
even enduring hounds may not explore, Nothing told of their 
passing beyond a faint suspended oloud of dust over Wendover 
pastures, and a lone, riderless horse cantering uncertainly 
in the valley below us, 

‘But that which touched us closer, sseeeep, than all else 
was the devotion of the boy to his father, Wo one who lived in 
Millbeck in those days will ever forget that picture. I¢ was 

‘eny years later and long after he had left us that 1 finally 
evolved the true significance of the boy's character and ideals, 
Pride of race and background and of one's forebears and their 
achievements are sometimes very dominant incentives, I would 
now and again catch the son looking at the blind father, At 
such moments the boy's forehead would be creased with lines of 
perplexity and rebellion at so cruel a visitation, but creased 
too with a great determination to do his part, to live up to \\ 
all that was expected of him. That was to be his contribution, 
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At such moments the lines about his mouth depicted the things 
of the spirit, | . 
"The English historian, Trevellyn, desoribes in telling 
words the charge of the perfectly qutaned and brilliantly 
accoul¥jed British troops marching in perfect alignment with 
Steady tramp up the slope of Bunker Hill to be mowed down by 
skilled markemen behind embankments. As the front line fell 
other British troops stepped over them, took their place, and 
marched gallantly on in the same perfect alignment. The order 
had been, forward. There were no questions asked, The order 
had simply been forward on. It was thus Algerton Le Courte 
marched on. He was gay and playful in his Marching, but he 
had no thought of turning back. With him to give but part of 
what one had to give, whether it be on the playing field, in 
the stubble, across comtry, or in the Class-—reom, would have 
been as halting on Bunker Hill. His father would not have 
thought well of that. That's why, Pendleton, you have read 
of him winning races and hunting hounds in England and facing 
the Turks at Gallipoli, and why he now wears the Victoria Cross, 
“I¢ wie. the Saturday of our cup race. (It was the 
year my horse, Woldsnen, ran third). It was a wicked day ~ 
wind in the northeast and a cold slashing rain. The General 
would not move about but sat huddled up in the pony cart. He 
caught cold, Monday night pneumonfa set in. on Friday another 
English gentleman reported ad mm. That evening I brought 
Old Man over here to stay with me. | be 
"The services were set for Sunday. We discussed at some 
length whether to take hounds out on Saturday, and finally 
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decided te do so informally, the members to ride in mufti,. 
The General was not a landowner or subscriber, nor did he 
hunt himgelf, and would have been the last to have wanted 
hounds kept in kennels on his account. Certainly not with 
the countryside full of visitors, 

"Henry Neweombe was Master that year but was away, and I 
had promised to take the field. As I left the kennels I was 
surprised and a trifle annoyed to see the Old Man viding up 
the road. His training should have suggested the impropriety 
of such an act, even to a boy of fourteen. The thought struck 
me that if his horse needed exercise he could very easily have 
found someone to exercise it for him, or at least he could have 
ridden in some less conspicuous place than around the kennels. 
4nd so I dismissed the matter," 

The Colonel paused, re-lit his pipe, then looked over at 
mé. “Pendleton, a pack of hounds never burned up a country as 
the Millbeck hounds burned this county up that day. We met at 
Upper Stanfordville Bridge away over to the northwest dfeleony 
Win oolerre ybane eran iry nox. 

sande lake dima tock hounds in to the Oak Spring woods, entering 
from the north. We had not been in covert over a minute or 
two when I heard halloing from down at the southeast corner. 
4 hound opened and almost instantly the entire pack boiled out 
of covert. The scent must have been very unusual that day, P 
for I have seldom seen hounds tumble out of woods with such > 
drive and cry. George Ashley had viewed the fox away and told 
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me he was an exceptionally big, strong-running old customer 
that had set his head straight for Oaklands. 

"The fox sank the hill down to Fosters Creek, crossed, 
went away towards Round Top, which he skirted to the west, 
then on for Oaklands as the orow flies. I was splashing 
through the creek when I heard a horse crossing somewhat be- 
low me ~ crossing wide open, fairly rocketing along, and bless 
my Soul if it wasn't the Old Man on that Flying Spinapker of 
his. . 

"Pendleton, I'm not possessed of the best temper in the 
world, and the very sight of the boy hunting on such a day 
angered me beyond all reason - the heartlessness of the thing - 
the indifference. Will Madden was just in front of me. I 
called out to him to cateh the boy and send him back te me. 
Will was mounted on a thoroughbred horse called Acclaim, by 
Plaudit. He had won some good races and could fly. Will set 
sail, Pendleton, he might just as well have chased a rainbow, 
for by this time the Old Man was the length of Peckette 
meadow ahead of us and right on the tail of hounds. Foot is 
indispens{ ble in a good hunter, but God bless me, there is a 
pace beyond which no sane man will oross a country. That boy 
was not riding as a sane person should, and hounds were not 
running as hounds generally run, 

“When we reached Trimble Uplands, close by Oaklands 
Village, I had a magnificent view. Hounds were tightly packed 
and fairly driving and pulling each other along, the scent . 
stinging their noses, The Old Man was still on their tails, 
but Will Madden was two fields behind him, yet riding as few 
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men have ever ridden that country. 

"From Oaklands the fox set his head for the Skittles, 
oressing Jobe Hecker's, Peekham'’s and Ed, Simpson's farms. 
There was no wire in those days, and chestnut posts and rails 
were still available. God bless me, but it took a good horse 
to cross that country, Luok was with me crossing Reokexs 
farm for I hazarded a guess that the line would bend south, 

‘Skirted the hill, and by so doing nicked in with Madden. 
fet though he had been through the mill. ‘hen 
we finally worked our way out of Peekham's peach orchard we 
saw hounds streaming across the sheep downs beyond on Simpson's 
farm, and Old tan snuggled right up with them, Dear old Mre. 
Estey was out that day. She, knew what was going on in my mind 
and shoved horse MWVhiere up to me. -I can 


~~ 


hear her now, nigthes cathashs he is only a little boy. We 


must not be too hard on him. Promise me you won't. He is 
magnificent.’ I suppose I simply grunted at her, but God bless 
me, my indignation at the boy knew no bounds. We galloped on 
and on across those far reaches of our north country crowding 
and taxing our horses, grimly pursuing a faixr-haired boy and a 
streaming, flying pack of hounds, 

"By the time we reached the foot of the Skittles most of 
the field had dropped by the wayside, for we had been running 
close to an hour without a breather. I had sent my seaond horse 
home earlier in the day, and The Woldsman was discouraged at the bi 
two hundred pounds he had been lugging at such a pace. > 

"Due to the light having become exceedingly bad Will Madden's 
horse, which Will always let step on to his fences too fast, had 
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brought himself up under a big, upstanding pest<and~rail fence 
and turned Will over with a wicked thud. My horse started to 
Jump, found himself in wrong, tried to stop, and slid inte the 
fence, hitting it with his head and off shoulder. He sprawled 
about but finally lurched up on his legs, Darkness had defeated 
use We sould go no further, A fence too treacherous and for-~ 
midable to be jumped in such light stood before us. The 

meubers of the field drifted homeward while Will Madden, the 
‘nuntsman, and I waited alone in the growing dusk listening, 

“Suddenly the hunted line turned and led towards us and 
the eager, pressing ory became clearer, Then silence settled 
Over all the Hounds had lost. They had over-run their 
line, ‘eiow Wi12,2 I called, ‘Quick, man, blow. Blow hounds 
to us. Gall them before they find again. W121 stooa up in 
his stirrups and blew until the hills echoed. We — Dy and 
Only Woodsman's daughter, little Fantasy, came to. Mm falteringly, 
reluctant, and of two minds, Then from @ Swale of land at the 
fringe of the twilight a boy's voice drifted faintly to us. 
‘Gone, come, come - come ee lads, come, come, come.? He was 
imitating old Madden, and calling hounds to him. Again the 
ory of hounds. He had cast them, found the line and they were 
driving on into the darkness, , 

"Pendleton, at that moment I could have thrashed the boy, 
young as he was, The recklessness of the thing, the abandon, 
the infernal determination of youth for self-assertiveness, 
and worse, Pendleton, the untimeliness, the impropriety of his 
riding and playing on such a day; & day on which many had given 
up their sport out of respect for his father, | d 
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“We finally located the road which runs dow to Black 
Tim's Anvil, at Merrittsville, and rode along, harking as we 
went, but by then the land was quiet as a tomb. ‘When we came 
to Bd Holcombe's, Ed was standing on his front porch looking 
inte the darkness. I rode in and asked him if he had heard 
hounds. ‘Listen,’ he said, and from the hilis, far, far to 
the north, came the distant cry, as faint as a dying note of 
music. There was no possible chance of our getting to them 
So we went on towards Merritteville, blowing from time to 
time. We stopped at the church this side of the village, but 
only the far away barking of a house dog and a horse's hoofs 
on a@ distant road disturbed the stillness. It would be hard 
to depict Will Madden's feelings as we stood in the darkening 
shadow of that old church. I can hear him now. ‘Hounds be 
tired, sir, and the fox be tired, They don't be runnin! him 
like afore. pps know what Master Algy be a doin’ sir? He 
be leadin' over + jumpin' on and off and leadin' over. That 
little, old, wizened up horse is a followin’ of him like a dog 
out there in the dark. Leadin' over out there in the dark, 
it be rough out there, sir. I mind that patch of country. 
it be mostly slash and rocks and stone walls. He, out there 
with my hounds in the dark, and me a standin’ at this here 
church, ' 

"We passed through the village of Merrittsville and heard 
hounds when we were close to Bleok Tim's Anvil, and once again 
a mile beyond, and that was the last we eve heard of them. 

"We poked about here and there in the dark harking, blow- 


ing, and asking, tut apparently the fox had run steadily away \ 
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from us. Ooncluding at last that what ever micht have 
happened, hounde were probably now headed for home, we jogged 
along ever a rough, stony, rutty road, with here and there 
deep puddles over the surface of which thin skims of ice were 
forming. It's twelve miles from Merrittsville to the kennels, 

“When we came into Bangdellen they told us that hounds 
were on the road some distance in front of us with a young boy. 
A wan standing by the roadside said, ‘and he ha a fox wee him, 
i see it.' As we jogged on an old couplet came te me, 

6 nunarea horsemen saw him found; 

How many saw him die?! 

af: am not proud of my part that night. When we came wp 
raw hounds I asked Old Man if he was all right, for I was 
_ tty Goncemed; “tie soae on together saying 1ittie, for I was 
out of tune with the boy. But when we reached the house and 
were about to dismount I felt that I could not properly drop 
the subject of his hunting without some comment, so I said, 

‘Old Man, I am a bit surprised, perhaps just a bit disappointed 
about your having been out today. ' ‘Sorry, sir,’ was all he 
answered, and turned towards the house, 

"He sent down word by my man that if I would excuse him he 
would like to have dinner in his room, I dined alone, tormented 
beyond words at the thought of the boy being by himself on such 
anight. After dinner I started up to see him, but not wishing 
to intrude, finally sent the man up to say that I would very 
mush like to sit with him a while either in the library or in 
his room, He again asked to be exoused on the ground that he 
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| 
was tired and had turned in. I tried to read, tried to write, 
tried thumbing the piano, tried everything. God bless me, but 
i was upset, and wished I had never taken hounds out. Being 
tuckered I at length turned in but could not sleep, so crept 
upstairs to see if by any chance the boy was still awake, The 
room wes in darkness and the door locked. 
"I don't know how long I had been asleep or what time it 
might have been when suddenly I was conscious of someone 
tapping on the door. I sat up, turned on the night light, and 
called, *Gome in. * 
"He had on a biue bath robe, one sleeve of which was 
empty. He walked to the foot of the bed, stood up very streicht, 
looked squarely at me, and said, ‘I'm very sorry, “far, to have 
’.... Weakened you. I couldn't help it, Sir. I had to. I couldn't | 
stand it any longer, siz. i can't have you disappointed in me. _ 
Dad wouldn't like it. You were very good to him, sir. I'm 
sorry, but I had to hunt today.! 
"I did not answer him for a moment, determined to think 
twice before speaking. The boy's appesrance alarmed me. He 
was but fourteen years old, yet as he stood there he micht 2 
have been of middie age. The constant, hmamting thoughts and 
remembrances of the father lying at the little home on High. 
minster were tormenting the boy beyond all endurance, From 
his position I knew that either hie shoulder or collar bone : 
was broken, and had now been broken for many hours, ‘Old Man, * 
I said, ‘we won't talk about your having hunted today. I | 
shall never refer to it again or think about it, and don't \ - 
you think about it. ' 
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"The boy took hold of the foot of the bed with his good 
hand. I could see the knuckles growing white with the in- 
tensity of his grip. ‘You still don't understand, sir. Can't 
you see, sir’ Can't you understand? I should think you could 
understand, sir,’ and there was a note of impatience in the 
tense, trembling voice. He left the foot of the bed and came 
close to me. His hand was working convulsively. ‘Don't you 
See, Sir - it was the first time, the only time, he has ever 
been able to see me ride to hounds, He had been waiting a 
long time, sir. I couldn't keep him waiting, It had been a 
long time, sir. * He turned, went out of the room, and closed 
the door very softly. As I reached for the telephone I heard 
him passing hesitatingly down the hall. 
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"The boy took hold of the foot of the bed with his good 
hand. I could see the knuckles growing white with the in- 
tensity of his grip. ‘You still don't understand, sir. Can't 
you see, sir? Oan't you understand? I should think You could 
understand, siz,’ and there was a note of impatience in the 
tense, trembling voice. He left the foot of the bed and cane 
close to me. His hand was working convulsively. ‘Don't you 
See, Sir - it was the first time, the only time, he has ever 
been able to see me ride to hounds, He had been waiting a 
long time, sir. I couldn't keep him waiting, It had been a 
long time, sir. ‘ He turned, went out of the room, and closed 
the door very softly. As I reached for the telephone I heard 
him passing hesitatingly down the hall, 
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\ From my farm to the village of Millbeck is a matter of 
some five miles, but half way between the two lies Marysville, 
at the junction of an important north and south country road. 
Unless you were in need of gas or perhaps seeking the way you 
would be apt to slip entirely ~~ unconscious 
of it { 8 importance, and probably ob sdomnaasttie thes Thomas 
Ashby’ S general store. 


a, A Por close to forty years Thomas Ashby had conducted this 


store, serving his neighbors cheerily and honorably, until the 
failing health of Mrs, Ashby caused him to put the property on 


the market in order to take his wife to @ more lenient climate, 


~sainstitutten—in our-sideef the country, if you have ever 


lived in a quiet, remote farming district where the friendliness 
and helpfulness of neighbors is of moment you will appreciate 
that our interest in -wo-Mr, Ashby's successor night=be was 
more than academic, 

I was sitting in my car in front of the post office one 
early spring day when down the road came my Old friend and 
neighbor, Colonel John Weatherford, in his Lancia runabout, 
Seeing me he pulled to the side of the road, stopped, came 
over, squeezed his huge frame into my Oar, and slammed the 
door, all without saying good morning or how do you do. 

"Now, then, Pendleton," he commenced, "God bless me, yb 
what's this about Ashby having sold his store to Salvatore 
Salvato?” I don't remember my reply, which is perhaps just 


as well, 
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A few years back the name of this Salvatore Salvato, alias 
"The Gas House Terror", comuenced creeping inte the sporting __ 
pages. Piloted by a skillful manager adept at discovering soft & 
berths/ and gaining publicity, this fommidabli vet son of “a 
italy had made a slight stir in pugilistic circles. He had i> 
fought a galaxy of third-raters, talked large ninmaad / and paid 


others to talk equally large about him, until by reason of too 


much talking his eee Bocce 7 “7 Pe See ai 
hitting opponent, Thereupon Salvato, j medesa product of a 
decadent age of the noble Science, retired from the ring. 
Urged on by a relative, who unhappily lived in Millbeck, the 
erstwhile pugilist negotiated Bem the purchase of Thomas Ashby's 
store, encouraged by the prospect of becoming a large frog in 
our rural puddle, ‘Sthcmee Ge 
The Marysville general store, a fine American institution vt id 
honorable and respected for Close to a hundred years, underwent 
immediate and radical changes, The stock room at the Tear of 
Store soon housed a pool table. The less steady of our 
neighbere took to dropping in at Salvato's and drifting home 
from thence the worse for wear; aut the place became a pest to 
the countryside at large, | 
A greater braggart and bully never lived than this same 
Salvatore Salvato. True he cast a Spell upon a certain class 
of people, + ours: err Countryside; ent few heroes 
appear th obeubdst. 32 omer contacts with the great 
and near great in sport4dom coupled with his braggadocio in % 4 
depicting these contacts and the part he had played in this 
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audience, As a final protest against Salvato's manacement 
Some of us withdrew our patronage, a gesture which had small 


/ 


economic effect on the proprietor, for nee g County "Apple" 
is more profitable than flour. se i Sa | 

Matters went from bad to worse uat¢2? two~ssente--hegeEned 
which tended to foous public attention on the situation. 

Among Colonel Weatherford's domestic staff Was a Scotch. 
man by the name of John MeGregor, a somewhat pathetic character 
generally referred to as the "handy boy", although probably a 
less handy individual never entered domestic Service. MeGregor's 
father had long served the Colonel's family as gardener, and the 
Colonel for sentimental reasons had installed the son in his 
household and kept an eye on him. A more harmless individual 
never Lived. some infantile illness had left the boy an anemic 
weakling, incapable of doing heavy work; but he performed his 
few simple duties with the greatest pride and exactness, His 
entire existence appeared to be centered in and about Colonel 
Weatherford. 

On a Saturday night in early summer MoGregor was returning 
from the village with Eddie Walsh, one of the Colonel's grooms, 
Walsh stopped the car at Salvato! 8, sét upon looking things 
over, as he said. MoGregor declined to enter the Place, but 
after waiting a reasonable time went in search of Walsh, with 
the intent of persuading him to come home, Just what happened 
within the store is somewhat shrouded in mystery, but it 
appeared that Salvate had been drinking heavily, and upon v4 


seeing McGregor he indulged in some very derogatory remarks 
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concerning Colonel Weatherford, Little MoGregor, trembling 
with indignation, then and there gave the prize deat ve em 
is generally considered to have been the most weiltite, om 
Ddese and exhaustive tongue ~lashing ever heard within the 
confines of Dutchess County, 

As soon as Salvato, to whom such a thing had never 
napeene®:dataee > Could recover from his astonishment, he ade 

80 brutal a blow upon NeGregor's frail person as 

to euben him to be confined in the hospital for some three 
weeks, not so much from the blow itself but rather from the 
after effects, for MeGregor's nervous System seemed to have 
been completely shattered. The Colonel took the affair very _ os 
much to heart and served notice upon hig employees that if wphgs, 
of them ever entered Salvato's place they would be discharged 
forthwith. There was little more he could do, for it was con. 
ceded that MeGregor's remarks were rather more pointed than a 
proprietor could be expected to subscribe to. On the other 
hand there was no pues: Lee, oy | epee for an experienced Ly 
hard-hitting professional we ruthlessly and brutally man 
hah@king a sickly individual of half his sire. 

With the effects of MoGregor's combat still irritating 
us another situation developed which aroused even those far 
removed from at contacts with Marysville or itfs store. We 
had at that time as second Whipperin to our hounds a Splendid 
southern boy, Carter Wheatly, of whom the entire countryside : 
particularly the fox hunting fraternity, thought very highly, 
He was a finished horseman, kindly, patient, and sympathetic n .¢ 
with horses and hounds, and a great favorite, In the course — 
of events his quiet southern voice and noticeable good looks 
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made themselves felt in the Village, and it became rumored 
shat he was in high favor with little Ruth Faulkner, who# 
rebeet-itd st was quite reigning beauty. 

Personally I have never been able to Subscribe to the 
old adage that all the world loves a lover. I should rather 
think the reverse might be more true, but nevertheless, seeing 
Carter and his lady love together one day walking down the 
Opposite side of the street, Colonel Weatherford fumbled around 
for his glasses and stood on the curb watching the pair as long 
aga they were in sight, then turned to mé, saying, “Well, God 
bless my soul, Pendleton, I had forgotten all about such things. 
Bless me but they are a good “Looking young couple.” We started 
down towards the bank when Suddenly the Colonel pulled up short, 


gia 3p "How, then, now, ‘then, where are they going to live?* he in. 


quired. "Garter can't live in the Village. He must be up near , 
the kennels." I ventured the Opinion that the Colonel's de. 
ductions might be a bit premature. "Not a bit of it, Pendleton, " 
he replied, “not a bit. We must help an affair of that king 
along. That's all we're good for when we get old." And he 
Stood pondering upon the matter. Then ylooking up,he saw 
George Whalling, our expert on all real estate matters, and 
Called him over. "George," he Said, “what about that cottage 
half a mile up the road from the kennels? Who owns it? Is 
it for sale? What's it worth? Could it be made habitable?" 
Whalling told him it belonged to old man Stanford, was in fair 
repair, and could be bought for eighteen hundred dollars, "All 
right," said the Colonel, "go and buy it. Buy it as close as A. 
Ae: 
you can, and telephone Ebon Makepiece to inspect the Place and 
send me an estimate for fixing it up," 
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This little incident served to put a domineering 
Hi@iy and quite crochety old bachelor in the way of dis- 
covering that he had preserved a modicun of romance, From 
having instructed the carpenter, plumber, electrician and 
ail others performing work on the cottage to do a modest job 
with @ constant eye to the pennies, the Colonel became more 
and more expansive and increasingly secretive. It was Ebon 
Makepiece, the carpenter, who enlightened me by asking, 
"Whatlever is the Colonel planning to do with that cottage of 
Old man Sanford's? I never see the like of the way he's 
Carryin' on. A blue bath tub, fancy copper sink, and all 
such notions. He comes ridin’ by this mornin' and asks me to 
hold his horse while he looks around. When he comes out he 
cays, Mod bless my sou, Ebon, isn't there & chimney ant open 
fize in that living room?’ ‘Wo, 4 I tells him, Well build. 
ones he says, , 

Ebon Makepiece is a staunch Presbyterian, and any Sunday 
morning you can see him stumping down the aisle of the con. 
federated church with the collection basket. He finally 
turned to me with that grave, solemn face of his even graver 
than usual, "Mr. Pendleton, you wouldn't be thinkin' maybe 
the Colonel was fixin' up old man Sanford's cottage for a 
purpose you and me wouldn't be minded to mention, would you?" 
I any, Bde yén mind at ee 2 geet long 

F,- Our fox hun unting season opens on PX ews first 


tober, on which the entire countryside assembles ake . 
We come on foot, on bicyoles, in ‘gee 


Cars, or mounted on our favorite horses, As I | 
down the side of the State road that morning on Jack Semple. 
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little Ruth Faulker came Specding past me in an ancient, 
rickety car to have a look at her Lochinvar emblazed in coat 
of hunting pink and velvet cap. | 
I would not belittle the congas neurred by our valiant 
air mail pilots as they rove the Seevud or e riveters balancing 
on Slender beams sixty stories skyward, wena perhaps there is 
no Class of men who are so continuously exposed to danger and 
hard knocks as whippers~in to a fast pack of fox hounds hunting 
a formidable country. Falls are inevitable, and a fall harder 
than the last is senegey in the offing, 
The accident happened as we raced dom from Hatcher's 
Hill. The breastehich scent was pungent and propelling. Hounds | 
fairly boiled along with their eager clamorous cry welling up | 
to us in ever inoreasing volume, Half way down the hill, _ ‘| 
" dtviding the Hatcher and Benham lands ) Stands a great Higitee teenth 
century wall built in the days when oxen labored. hind since 
that wall was built generations of Hatchers and Benhams have 
hauled fresh crops of stones and piled them at the bottom or 
on the top of this ancestral boundary si. And so we raced 
on down to the grim, crey obstacle each Selecting a favored 
spot for his horse to jump. Will Madden, the huntsman, on 
Timemaster, was a few strides in the lead, ore to his left 
rode Colonel Weatherford, the master of hounds, going great 
guns, and far over to the right I saw the slim, graceful v4 
figure of Carter Wheatly riding down to that great wall on 
his horse, Master of the Marches "riding in that gay, gallant, 
forward way of his, We were going too fast, all of us, and we 


knew it. I was in mid-air when I saw the boy fall, They fe82 
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together, but the weener. of the Marches was on top, As I 
landed I emmg ny Bevae right-handed and galloped to him, 
His horse, dazed and shaking, was scrambling to his feet, 
leaving the boy a limp, crumpled, broken thing. 

I don't know where she came from, or how, but when I 
had fearfully turned him over and was struggling with the 
gold safety pin that held his white hunting stock, a soft, 
faltering little voice said, "Please let me try, Mr. Pendleton," 

Dick Estey and I left her holding the boy's head on her 
lap, looking dewn at a white, draw face, and gently brushing 
the hair back from his forehead. She was quiet and reserved 
in all she said and did, but the haunting fear and dread in 
her eyes made me turn away. Estey and I unhinged a door from 

Ed Hatcher's barn and carried him out to the road, Lifted him 
“diate the ony and they tock him hone. 

Ne worried along through the balance of that hunting 
Season without a second whippez~in pwhile Carter Wheatly gazed 
longingly out of a hospital window, The boy had spent aia o£ 
life afield. He knew and loved the glory of autumn with 1% 
panoply of succeeding colours - the swamp maples, surf of on 
‘the uplands, followed by the shimmer gold on panies 
ridges, and at winter's coming the Sonar browns ae the 
persisting oak leaves, 

The Hunt fixture card, a constant Teminder of all he 4 re 
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for, showing where hounds were to meet jmas tacked on 
the wall at his bedside, "Monday, October sixth, at Smithboro 
Church, Wednesday, at Turkey Hollow Ford. Friday, at, Fenwick 
Corners. Saturday, at Bangdall School House," and soon 
through the weeks and months. . 
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The nurses were helpless, the doetors distracted, They 
said he needed absolute quiet and mental rest. Hie brain must 
not be stimiated. He must not talk or be talked to, But he 
would not rest, Orders perteining to his ow welfare meant 
naught to him, for he wes = true son of Virginia. "They are 
just moving off from Smithboro grurch, mam," he would say to 
the — "It's five minutes past nine, They will be drawing 
Bagpetts covert first, mam. I reckon Will Madden, he's our 
huatsman, will be riding old Timemaster, Tir O'Gonner will 
be on that Sliding Sue mare. Colonel Weatherford, the master, 
Will be up on Kerry's Own, ‘Cause it's our Smithboro coumtry 
that's our bigerest country, mam. They'll be ‘most up to 
Bageett's by now. Somebody will be letting dom the bar-way « 
maybe some kid who didn't go to school so 2s he could see 
hounds meet. TJ used to do that, mam, I reckon they are just 
pushing through the bar.way now, " 

"It*s our bitch pack we hunt to Y, tam. Tim O'Conner, 
the first whip, will be pulling up a ie thes 


west side. Midveoany 
Ute Peon / whip nhw, If I was there, mam, I'd es riding 


Atkinson. He's by Jack Atkin, and him and me would be pullin’ 
up the east side, Do you know where I stand, mam, when they 
draw Baggett's covert? Olean on the top of Smithboro Fill, 
That's where I stand. A fox can'+ break from Baggett's to 

the east without me viewing him away. You never heard me ; 
halloa a fox away from covert, did you mam? T sure wish I y, A 
were up on Smithboro now, Please, mam, what time would be.’ 

I wonder did they find in Baggett's, Maybe My, Pedatotes took 


my place and went up the east side of the Covert. Would you 
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think maybe they found, mam? You'd like those bitches, mam. 
They hunt powerful Sharp. I wish sometime you could hear then. 
Why, mam, when scenting is good and they come out of covert to- 
gether you'd think it was a choir singing at Easter time. May- 
be some day when I get fixed up you could come over to Milibeck 
and see those bitches and the dog pack and the horses I ride, 
Atkinson, Master of the Marches, he's the one let me down - 
he's the best one, and Maid-in-Waiting. She's by Bachelor, 
© fat of Wedding Bells, by Chimes of Athol. 

"Please, mam, I don't want any more of that medicine, 
Do I have to take it? It makes me sleepy so I can't think of 
the Hunt or anything. Would you mind telling me, mam, 
whether a lady has been here yet this morning, the one that 
was here yesterday? You wouldn't know whether she came alone 
yesterday, would you, mam? You didn'¢ seé anybody with her 
yesterday — not an Italian ~ a big Italian with a scar! You'a 
have known whether the Italian came with her, wouldn't you, 
mam? Maybe you would have been looking out of the window 
and seen them. She don't want him to come with her, mam, 
only he won't leave her alone, You'd think her people would 
help her, only they don't, ‘cause the Italian has @ power of 
money. Please, mam, if you see that Italian bringing her to 
the hospital to see me you'll tell me. 

“If Master of the Marches were my horse I would like for 
you to hunt him some day ~ some day when we had found in “a 
Wendover bottom and gone away south to Pugsley Hill. That's 7 
a fine bit of grass land to gallop across and there are a 
pile of big fences up at Pugsley. You'd like those big fences, 
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mam, and you'd be surprised how the Master of the Marches 
steps down to his fences. He sails them wide open. I sure 
wish you could ride him to make up for all the trouble I'm 
making for you. Do I have to go to sleep now? If that lady 
comes you'll let me know, won't you, mam, and maybe while 
I'm sleeping you won't be so busy and could look out the 
window and see if that big Italian is driving her. Good-bye 
mam, i wish I knew whether they found.a fox in Baggett's 
covert, ® 

He came back to Millbeck from the hospital on an afteanoon 
in early December, white P frail-looking, with a permanent limp 
and one shoulder lower than the other. I went into town and 
brought him out and took little Ruth Faulker with ne. 

“What it was he heard that afternoon after I brought him 
home - what false rumor, what diabolical thing Salvato was 
reported to have said I don't know nor do I know why or how 
it was that he slipped away when he should have been in bed 
and walked the three miles to Salvatore Salvato's store in the 
dark of the night. Nor has it ever been told what was said 
between him and Salvato. There was no one in the store except 
Sam Pork, an old, frayed ne'er~do-well incapable of interfering 
OT assisting. 

When our fine old Scotch doctor, Donald McTavish, arrived 
he found the boy huddled up on the floor of the Cold, darkened 
Store battered beyond all recognition. That the bo inhis | - 
weakened condi tion over recovered was a tribute to the tenacity 
of life and Nesaestane of a {Commazy, doctor, —4n-due_season—the-boy 
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__to lodge a complaint, prosecute, give-evidence;—or-even refer — 
__to- twas his-affair-of-honers> And so a 
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bragging, swaggering ruffian continued his discordant way un 
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Winter finally gave way to Spring and Spring to early 
Summer, 


As I was breakfasting one Sunday morning my man said, 
"Excuse me, sir, but there was what one might say a slight 
disturbance dow at the store last night." "What sort of a 
disturbance?" I asked, "Well, sir, Salvato got into an argue 
ment, quite an argument if I might Say 80, sir, with one of 
Colonel Weatherford's gardeners, and the gardener challenged 
him to a bout. I hear they have put up two hundred dollars 
@ side and are to have a go at it for ten rounds Tuesday 
evening, but it's not known where it{s to be held,on account 
of them not wanting a crowd. I might say, sir, that it seems 
like a very dangerous thing for a gardener to do. A man 
might get himself killed. Salvato was in a terrible rage, and 
says he won't let up on the gardener 'til he has finished him 
for good," 

I knew that if there was any one thing calculated to spoil 
@ pleasant Sunday morning for my old neighbor, John Weatherford P 
it would be just this sort of an affair, so decided to stroll 
across the meadow and see him, When I arrived the Colonel was 
at the telephone talking to Judge Bainbridge, and seeing me in 
the doorway beckoned to me to come in, "Now, Judge," the 
Colonel was saying, "if this jackass of a Scotchman should get 
killed or maimed could I be held in any way responsible? Dis. — 
charge him you say? God bless me I did that at seven fifteen > 
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this morning = Sunday morning at that. One thing more. If 


he should inflict some injury on Salvato I take it I would be 
quite absolved, Not likely to happen, you say? Weil, perhaps 
not. Why don't I stop it? I would be glad to, but after dis- 
charging a man I can hardly control hin. Certainly not a 
Scotchman with two hundred dollars at stake. No, I won't pay 
his forfeit - no, that's one thing I won't do. That's asking 
too mich, All right, Judge. Thank you very much. Good..bye. " 
The Colonel lit his pipe and asked me if i had heard about 
the affair, Then the telephone rang. The butler reported that 
Tim Healey, our venerable Village constable, was on the wire. 
"You talk to him, Pendleton — see what he Wants. Tell him I 
have discharged the gardener ~ tell him anything.” I took the 
telephone, explaining that I was speaking for the Colenel. "Is 
it yourself Mr, Pendleton," inquired Tim, "Well, Ged knows 
it's the ane of me is wore off entirely answering the tele 
phone, what with all the church people in the village com 
plaining on this bit of a foight the lads up your way are 
talkin’ on, The heart's not in me to Spoil any bit o' sport 
the Colonel and you and Mr, Ashley and Mr. Dick Estey would be 
minded to arrange, but God knows the sheriff will have the 
hide of me if come I don't stop the lads, and would you be 
remindin' the Colonel that election day don't be iny distance 
away at all at all, and me with three and a half couples o! 
brats and none of ‘em out to walk yet." I here interrupted, 
explaining that the Colonel had discharged his gardener who 
was only 2 temporary 1 + and had no interest in the affair. yy 
Weenie asta 
districts the entire coutryside soon learned that the affair 
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THAN 1 
between Seivatere Salvato and \iitaee MoWuthey, the Scotch 


gardener, was to be settled in & swale of land some two miles 


north of Marysville at seven o'clock Tuesday evening, When the 


day arrived nothing could persuade Colonel Weatherford to 
witness the bout, so George Ashley, Henry Newcomb, Dick Estey 
and I dined together and betook our way northward. A hotter 
Or more sultry evening never settled dow upon Dutchess County. 
We found a very formidable group of Millbeck citizens, repre- 
sentative of all sections of the town, Standing on a gently 
Tising patch of meadow land and looking down inte & roped 
arena. 

Henry Newcomb sounded a true note when, in expressing 
the wish that he had stayed at home, he remarked that the 
affair Was distinctly morbid rather than Sporting. It was. 
hard to believe, he said, that people could relish seeing a 

ig, bragging prize-fighter administer punishment to a well- 
meaning if misguided gardener, for they had nothing against the 
Scotchman, and it was, as Henry said, difficult to see what 
they could have in favor of the Italian. WNewcomb insisted 
that we were. no better than the aristocracy of slumdom who 


wees—to-assemble on Tyburn Hill to witness ea hanging, ; tor such 


people did not come to see a contest f but )Tather, an nite event, 
While Newcomb had been talking, Mr. Maloney, our leading 
merchant, struck three sharp notes on the bottom of an inverted 
tin wash tub, to the accompaniment of which Selyateke Salvato 
strutted down to the ring preceded by a hard-bitten Leektng 
trainer and followed by numerous siti 5 Yo rs aoe the metropolis 
bearing the paraphernalia of battle, Was garbed in a a 
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blue silk robe and took his way Slowly and pompously, bowing 
right and left, and calling out and waving salutations to 
friends and acquaintances, 

Colonel Weatherford's groom, Eddie Walsh, was standing 
a few feet from us, Sandwiched in between Sechaendloaed Will 
Madden, the huntsman. Walsh is our principal exponent of the 
fistic art in the settlement of all disputes, and we heard 
him say, "It's myself wouldn't want to be in that gardener'g 
shoes. There's murder comin’ in a minute I'm teliin’ you." 

A moment later a somber, plaintive-tooking man with sandy 
hair and croget ae overalls and biue shirt appeared at 
the ringside, Se¥oq somewhat confused, then stepped quietly 
between the ropes. I took him to be a shy yet dogged, 

- Salvate divested himself of his silk robe end appeared 
in a pair of flaming red fighting trunks, MeVuthey, the 
Scotchman, slouched out of his corner still wearing his over- 
alls, Some discussion was het apparently directed against 
the Scotchman wearing his shirt. He reluctantly removed the 
garment, the gloves were put on, the tin tub sounded, and 
the fight started. 

According to all reports Salvato had comnitted himself 
to his henchmen and followers to do certain very specific 
things, and some considerable money had been wagered on the 
prospects of his succeeding. He had undertaken to dispose of 
the gardener in three rounds, and as his ire against the 
Scotchman grew he enlarged his promises to the point of ' { 
guaranteeing a complete and clean-cut pavtees} dethenatinn, } 
of our uninitiated neighbors took literally the Italian's 
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threat to put his opponent away for all time, and were 
jcpordingly tense with excitement, 

fo give Salvato his due he went to work with eo will. He 
drove fast, hard and viciously at the Scotchman. He was a 
powerful man and possessed of a certain technique that con~ 
fused an opponent during the early stages of a fight. Had he 
succeeded in ees effective any one of a dozen blows he let 
fly && wre. 6 neh m& he would have immediately ended the con. 
test, but the Scotchman even though he apparently could de 
nothing effective with his hande was 2 master at dodging 
trouble. His foot work was effective and two or three times 
when it seemed inevitable that Salvate mist land on him he 
ducked with surprising ability. George Ashley sized the 
situation up when he said, "If that Scotchman could use his 
hands as well as he can his feet and would once stand up to 
that wop we might see something; but he might as well have 
his hands tied." Ashley paused a moment, then continued, 
"It's only a matter of time when something beastly is going 
to happen. I've a mind te go home. What do you think, 
Pendieton? Let's go after the next round, " 

The gong sounded for the close of the second round, In 
just a moment the third apie} would commence. That was to be 
the end, The country people steadied themselves, The atmos. 
phere was tease with buzzing and marapring as the combatants 
went to theiz corners, The humidity was almost beyond en. 
durance. In Salvato's corner experts were Supplying towels - 
fans — sponges ~ i : 8, and all the comforts that years 4 | 
of experience could suggest. In the opposite Sorner a dour, 
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lone Scotchman, plainly asteeye ed t by the heat, mopped his 
face with a towel which be-kbpt neatly folded under his 
chair. Of a sudden we saw him rise to his feet, walk to 
she ropes, and look out over the crowd. It was clear he 
wanted to say something. One of Salvate's visiting com. 
patriots, concluding that the Scotchman wanted to withdraw, 
Started hooting and hissing ~ others rors it up. The 
Scotchman raised his hand, Someone hi 
chance, Let him talk." As soon as the tumult had quieted 
down a deep-pitched Scotch voice with so great a burr that 

fs weeould tundid understana it, rang out; "I wouldna wish to 
disappoint you by ending this wee battle the noo but I hae 
never tdont in sae braw a heat, so I wull dispose of ¢his 
purrson the neist rrund and gang awa hame," 

The instant the purport of these words penetrated Salvato's 
consciousness he sprang from his corner infuriated and tore at 
MeWuthey, took him unawares, and might easily have dispatched 
him then and there. The referee endeavored to interfere, the 
tin wash tub resouded again and again, but to no good effect, 

The crowd started Shouting, "Let tem be, Let ‘em go. Let ‘em 
fight." 

Never that I can remember have I seen a man 80 viciously 
pressed and attacked as was that seemingly ineffective Scotch. 
man by the infuriated Italian. Even Dick Estey didn't relish 
the spectacle. He grabbed my arm. "Good God, Arthur, the wop 
will kill him, Come on, let us Stop the thing, There are 4 x 
enough of us." But before he had finished talking that brave 
Scotch burr again sang out from the ring, "I hae a mind to 
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Coumence the noo. The furrst one will be forr the wee Johnie 
cGregor." At that moment Salvate let drive with his right. 
MoWuthey ducked, countered to the Italian's jaw, and we saw 
and heard a blow like wto nothing we had seen or heard that 
night, Salvato's head snapped up, and his hands dropped 
momentarily to his sides, He recovered, guarded himself, and 
Stepped back, a mixture of rage and surprise, and assumed the 
defensive, The Scotchman followed hin a0ress the ring, saying, 
"I hope the wee Johnie was aboot. i*ll gie you a tap noe for 
Carter Wheatly, the laddie that minds the hounds at the kennels, 
Mon, won, but this one wull do you mae good." With that he 
made a Quick feint with his Left, followed by a blow with his 
Tight on Salvato's chin that knocked him inte the ropes and 
_ Rett him dizzy and confused. By this time the entire assembly 

was roaring, The Italians in Salvate's comer were in a tur 
moil, gesticulating, waving towels } and jabbering in their 
mother tongue. Mc¥uthey never moved, never made an effort to 
follow up his advantage, He just stood in the center of? the 
Ting and asked Salvato if he enjoyed Carter Wheatly's wee 
contribution. 

Goaded by this question and the cheers and calls directed 
at him Salvato pulled himself together, put his hands wp and 
stepped forward, They sparred a moment, then MeWuthey said, 
"Whisht, mon, here comes one from the Kerrnel Wutherrfurd 
himself." Exasperated, Salvato made a vicious attempt to 
jand a telling blow. He managed to connect, but the sting ry) “ 
Was gone, and before he could cuard himself the Scotchman +" ‘ 
tore in with a blow over the Italian's eye that clesed it for 


Ah~ 


Pe tpet od LLiv ono ceases oct 00m ase opsemiu o 
rT | mee evieth tel otevigS dasom Sault vA * .ones00N 
oy . | e¥st a*natfistl odi of hberedmwo ,bedou® youtsion 
tags tae to anes bad ow yaldton ota eatl weid « S¢eod bas 
: feqqoxh.2da51 atd bee .dw beqgang beod s'otavie® . ,adgla 
Rag .Mogadt debtaus ~ootevooe: otf .cebie eli o¢ ¥L{TSlaomoin 
edt beware bos ,ontvete aug egnz to gupixia « ,dpad Seqqevsa 
eo ee ad? geogoesgii Daveilct ssmuiotoo- ost -avkeaotob 
\ 4 SOX @Oa Gee & YOY 92g LEAT wt ooda acw efudol sew odd oged i" 
| femme, ond | de abauorn odd. obatea taut eLobai od¢ ,ylisodl settee 
Sdetadt.de2%.* .boog ean soy ob Livw ome aldd.inme som oN 
ahh wold sc Wibowcliot ,ftoi ai. f. tin. tagged HOLD 4 whee 
ena eat otai mid hesoord edt shin |@' of, svi Oe 
» add omits aide ye ae uigop bua. yandhs 


a . 


. Oger toarteo .e overt. af: gi mapiiasl edi. ail 
2 gnizedds;. bas. A\aienos, patvex. dgnkte pL Lea 
@ben tavern boven: «even yoditioX. Aiaiiaiaals 
Bquaatee:. edi at boots. tau) sii wesstquvbs ant gemokon 
‘sahteatt ante. Hexvetas ad ii o¢aviak bolas bas yaks 
js ee WME ge me? A oe a 
© bas etsecfo edt bas mo ite aren » ahd yd bedsok, 
id dug toritonos Ahenmt.i setaeesmeaeihiiiee ns 
vafromon o Sempce vedi dance? boqgage 
4 edd mez? 2a. emo oted. .aom, ,tdage* 
& ebam of eviaa ol ateqaand .." clonald 


et ena See, 03 06. 900204 pt oeiag, aa 
a a AE. 


0% Seyomm 9 wold gubliet «bask 


~19— 


) 
that evening and other evenings to come. The ringside was in 
& turmoil. The round was nearly over. There could not have 
been above a minute left to fight. Suddendy & whistle 
Screeched across the meadow, and with it the well known pute 
putting of State police motorcycles. The Italian quickly 
dropped oe hands, beckoned to the referee, called to his 
handlers, and Started to divest himself of his gloves, when 
MeWuthey jumped in front of hin. "Hoot mon — hoot mon, put 
up your hands. Put ‘em up, I Say. I promised to put you 
awa and I couldma do different for the bonnie wee lassie 
doon the village, for this is my bit o' wedding present for 
the lassie." With an oath that elevated that form of address 
to realms I had never heard approached, and without So much 
as giving warning or taking a fighting stance, Salvato let 
drive at the vote ‘s face. Molfuthey dodged the blow by 
a baiz's oreadth. 


Ou a ashe performance that 
| hpsited, it. wtiaeven-toryet. fee Scotchman, dis- 
regarding any gueathie: offensive which Salvato might have .- ; = 
left, drew his right arm back with lightning rapidity to ite 
full iength and drove ii, tezward with all the weight of his 
back and shoulders behind it, There was a heavy, dull, 
ominous thud and the proprietor of the Marysville general 
store reeled across the entire width of the ring, fell, 
rolled under the ropes, and lay huddled up on the grass, a 
limp, sodden, senseless mass, I took us some time to 
placate Tin Healey and the State police, Whig we could only 
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would be right enough the morrow." And so while Salvato cone 
tinued his slumbers we casie away, looking, if not feeling, 
like any other group of semi-respectable country citizens, 
anabis to meet at Colonel Weatherford's to tell him of the 


affair. 
On the following Sunday morning I ga 


papers, and, as I often di@ duisunday aexhingd, st: 

the meadow to have an extra cup of settes with the Colonel, 
and se read our papers together. As I was fixing my coffee 
the Colonel said, "I hear Malloney has bought the store." 
"Yes," I answered, "he ie going to run it as a branch of hig 
place in the village." “Well, that's first rate," said the 
Colonel. "He is a good man," 

I took my coffee over to a comfortable lounge chair, 
epenet the paper, and was glancing through the rotogravure 
section when a picture Caught my eye. I glanced at it, 
turned the page, and was about to disoand oe Seapion when 
something or sehen qumned me $e tum back to, 46, and I read, 
"The Glasgow Boiler Maker, Scottish pugilist, who recently 
arrived in this country. The fBotler mane, OF been in 
seclusion but it is now understood he is seeking a bout or 
two. He is credited by foreign fight fans with having the 
most telling wallop developed in Europe during the last i eS 
Quarter of a century," A | 

The Colonel was sitting perusing the literary supplement 
of his favorite paper, a paragon of innocence and dignity. I 
contemplated him for some time, then cut out the picture, 
walked over end held it out to him. He looked at it, read 
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the caption, folded the picture, tore it into small pieces, 


put the pieces in his pocket, looked at me over his glasses, 
and went back to his reading, 
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COLONEL WEATHERFORD IN SPAIN, 
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COLONEL WEATHERFORD IN SPAIN 
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I bumped into Jimmie Wentworth after the last race at 
Saratoga. I had not seen him Since the day we donned our 
caps and gowns at New Haven fifteen years before. We took our 
mutual recognition as complimentary to our respective states 
of preservation and adjourned to Jimmie's room to perform the 
ceremony appropriate to such a meeting. It ended by Jimmie 
packing his bag, climbing into my car, and coming home with 
mé to Millbeck for a day's cubbing on the morrow, 

Nature may have designed a finer terrain for cubehunting 
than our Garret's Gate country, but I have never seen one — 

&@ Cleared plateau of vast acreage surrounded by well~wooded 
coverts bountifully Supplied with rides, 

I have hunted the region for many seasons and know that 
if you will only sit quietly on your horse and not rampace 
about, you will view the fox time after time as he crosses and 
Te-crosses the open land, and see houndwork to your heart's 
content, 

It is not once in a half score of seasons that a fox will 
leave the Surrounding woods and make his point into the open 
country of the valleys. Why he should have selected this par. 
ticular morning to go adventuring was his own concern, 

Jimmie and I were standing on a rising bit of ground from 
which we had twice viewed the fox crossing the plateau, when we 


heard hounds again coming towards us and saw the fox Slip by 


and disappear into the woods, Just a8 hounds passed, Will Madden, 
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the huntsman, camé along and rode up to me, Saying, "Mr, 
Pendleton, sir, he be a old one, I think he’ be a goin® off the 
mountain. Come along, sir, Come along." 

Now if there is one thing in the realm of fox hunting I am 
Opposed to it is tin-canning off the mountain at Garret's Gate 
On an August morning. You no sooner find yourself a mile and a 
half down in the bottom land than you discover that the fox has 

turned and up you come ‘again, pulling the heart out of your horse, 

It was probably a oun laateeh of having Jimmie Wentworth with me 
and my well~earned confidence in Will Madden that decided the 
issue, 

"Come on, Jimmie," I called, “and take care of yourself, for 
you're headed for the roughest bit of riding in Dutchess County," 

Down we went in the_wake of Will Madden, and what a rider 
he is to follow in a rocky wood ride with hounds boiling on in 
front! hen we reached the ford on Dark Hollow Road, hounds had 
crossed over. Madden had been right. The fox had straichtened 
out and set his head for the open country and We were in for it, 

Madden charged through Dark Hollow Stream — then wove his 
way through a dense patch of firs a mile in extent, and we were 
at last out in the open with hounds well on in front and fairly 
flying towards our good Saturday country of Willowsville,. Foxes 
are no respectors of hounds, horses or men, even under an August 
sun, 

I had thought we were the only ones who came off the mountain 
with hounds, but we were no sooner out in the open than I heard 


& horse galloping behind me and glancing back Saw Colonel Weather. 


ford riding hard to overhaul us, > 
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As we were racing down to the branch at Bdagrozth the J 
Colonel, disregarding the season of the pene. reameveeees or 
the fact that we were Supposed to be only initalidiaiees went by 
US. 

"Good Lord, is that - is that -— is his name Weatherford? 
John Weatherford?" Jimmie asked, I nodded, 

The fox headed for Round Top, sailed over the highest point, 
laid a course for St. Andrew's Parish, skirted it to the east, 
touched the fringe of Westover Woods, sank Three Spires Uplands 
at an unholy pace, turned Sharp left-handed, ran a brilliant t+two 
mile course as straight as a bird could fly, and denned in the 
center of Henry Fletcher's farm, with hounds running into him 
from view for the last thirty rods, 

AS s00n as we had regained our breath Jimmie rode over to 


the Colonel, recalled himself to his memory, and shook hands, 


TE 5 ee 


The Colonel was evidently delighted at the reunion for I saw 
him slapping his thigh, and as they parted I heard him urging 
Jimmie to come over to luncheon, 

The Colonel rode off on his Steaming horse to make peace 
with Henry Fletcher for hunting his lands prior to the opening 
meet, an unwritten law which we try to live up. Jimmie ana I 
rode Slowly homeward, | 

At about nine o'clock of that fair August morning Jimmie 
and I were sitting on the edge of my pool in our bathing suits, 
feeling like lords of all creation. I was just starting to do 
execution on one of the famous Bender melons which Jimmie and 


Pete 
I had picked up in Albany after the races, when dimmée said, 
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"Do you know old Weatherford fairly well?" Yes," I satdy “He 
is a neighbor of mine, We are old friends, I have hunted with 
him for years." "Well," saia Jimmie, "I haven't seen him since 
the summer I graduated from New Haven, in fact, I've only seen 
him on one occasion in my life. I+ was in Spain. A queer 
little incident. He is a remarkable character, Gets what he 
goes after, I'd hate to combat the old man.# 

There was no neéd of my saying anything, for I knew Jimmie 
would have to tell me the incident; and e story with a Setting 
in Spain about my old friend and neighbor was one I certainly 
wanted to hear. I waited patiently while Jimmie poured himself 


another cup of coffee, ~yrrets A ban Denne nal 


"You may remember that during senior year I had leanings 
toward architecture, and had been working to that end. Well, 

I decided to knock about that summer in an effort to crystallize 
the thing in my mind, for I was quite on the fence about it. 

"One day in early September I was up in a Small hill town 
in Spain called San Pientra where I had gone to have a look at 
the Church of St, Philip of Padua. Pendleton, it's one of the 
most exquisite things man has yet created. Why it's not better . 
known I can't imagine, except that it's an atrocious journey to 
San Pientra and the accommodations are vile when one gets there, 

"About three o'clock in the afternoon I made my way to the 
church, which I happily found deserted, and so commenced a Quiet, 


leisurely study. It was literally a treasure house, 
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"After perhaps half an hour I was vaguely conscious that 
someone else had entered the building and was strolling about, 
When I had completed my inspection and taken e& second look at 
two or three particularly beautiful bits of glass, I sat dow 
on &@ rush-bottom chair towards the front of the church to en- 
joy a group of magnificent windows which extended from the 
reredos to the peak of the chancel roof, I then noticed for 
the first time that a priest was Sitting writing in one of 
the choir stalls. Back of me I could hear the other visitor 
making his deliberate way from object to object. I haa just 
taken a note-book from my pocket preparatory to making a sketch 
when I heard the door of the church open and steps coming down 
the center aisle. I turned and saw a young woman with eae child 

| a in her arms, peti la pianist 

"She was very young, and her large, haunting black eyes 
told a story of tragedy and poverty, I don't think’I am given ° 
to abnormal feelings of gallantry or knight errantry, but in- 
Stantly something protective Surged up within me, 

: "The woman went to the front of the chancel and stood wait- 
ing patiently unti2 the priest should, notice her. In the mean. 
time the other occupant of the church had come forward and was 
Standing a few feet from me. He was a man of well over six feet, 
and broad of shoulder, A loose-fitting English homespun suit 
and formidable walking stick suggested a British army officer, 

He looked a masterful, impressive character as he stood there 


watching the little scene that was being enacted. I remember 


that he had his hands behind him and was gently Swinging his 
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cane back and forth like the pendulum of a Clock. He would now 
and again stroke his mustache, worn in the manner of Lawrence 
D' Orsay, and even then beginning to turn erey. 

"After a few minutes the priest looked up, contemplated the 
woman for some time, and, realizing that she was waiting to 
Speak with him, came forward, What was said we could not hear, 
but it required no words to tell us that the woman was pleading 
as only a distraught mother can plead, and it was evident that 
the priest had emphatically refused her request and had not the 
Slightest idea of altering his mind, It was also plain that he 
wished to be done with the business, for he dismissed her in a 
seemingly summary fashion and started back to his writing, 


"As the woman turned she looked full at us with an expression 


hard to forget, and then walked slowly past us towards the door 
a ae pear seheensecidin- o a 


of the church, As she came Opposite to me I looked at the child, 
I knew nothing about such matters then, nor do I now, but I ine 
Stinctively knew that all was not well. 

"We heard her open the church door, pass out and gently close 
the door after her. Then my companion turned to me, and let me 
tell you, Pendleton, there was a hard, cold, set look in the 
man's face, His jaw was struck forward and his big shoulders 
were squared away, Would you be willing ,™ he said, hto detain 
that woman a moment outside the church until I join you? If you 
can't manage that, perhaps you would follow her and find out 


where she lives, and look me up at the hotel. My name is John 


Weatherford, Youtd better hurry. \ 
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| "I did hurry. I found her sitting on the church steps, 
| I wanted to speak with her and offer S0me word of cheer but 
| hy Spanien was Limited, and so I went down the square, 
"Presently the baby commenced crying and the woman arose 
and was starting slowly down the steps when John Weatherford 
came out. I heard him say in excellent Spanish, "Senorita, 
the Padre has promised to do what you wish for your baby. 
Come with me." She put a tightly closed hand up to her fore. 
head and started to sway, but Weatherford put his arm under 
hers, beckoned to me, and the three of us re-entered the church, 
"That afternoon a deserted little girl from a far distant 
village in the hills found comfort and lasting contentment, for 
John Weatherford acted as this and that for a baby whom the 
“doctor said would not live out the night and didn't, and When 
he made answer to certain questions asked him by a small, frail, 
little priest there wasn't a saint, no, not even the smallest 
c Pherubim emblazoned on the glass miogon ot Psat the ceiling 
that didn't hear just exactly what te was asian; for he was 
Standing, thinking and talking four equare, awa Sn Spite of the 
fact that he wasn't telling the truth, the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth, all you had to do was to glance up at the 
exquisite figure of the Virgin above the baptismal font to see 
that she was smiling, and if you had been olose by another 
Figure that I was looking at, you might have heard it say, 
‘Inasmuch as you have done it unto one of the least of these 
you have done it unto me', And our little priest made high A) 
amend, for he took his crucifix from his neck and placed it S 
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around the neck of her who sorrowed and was heavily laden, 

"Senor Piesto, the village undertaker, was heard to remark 
the next day at Cabanfa! Ss dace that no such expensive coffin 
had been bought in San Pientra since the old Mayor died, 

"There is still a good deal of mystery in people's minds 
as to how the girl from the hills ever managed to have her baby 
buried in one of the very best plots of the Cemetery of St, 
Philip of Padua, and they still remember how a tall man in a 
Silk hat rode in the carriage with the girl to the cemetery 
and how his valet, Albert, followed in another carriage with 
flowers that are very hard to procure in San Pientra, 

"I myself rode alone in the third Carriage although there 
was lots of room in either of the Others, but Weatherford 
would not hear of it. He saida procession would please her, 
And he had a carriage for the Doctor and one for Sabine Vinceni, 
the hotel proprietor, The last carriage was for a little man 
who had contracted to carve a very complete stone, 

"I said these things were hard for the simple people of 
San Pientra to comprehend, but what they did comprehend was 
that on the following Monday morning a very great deal of 
scaffolding was put up around the venerable ih Sa of St. Philip's 


Church, and some much needed repairs were forthwith, " 
Jimmie and I sat silent for a moment or two, then Jimmie 
Said, "You tell me you know the old man pretty well?" 


"Yes, Jimmie," I said, "pretty well." 
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Someone sitting with the Prosecutor at the next table 
Said, "You can't get a gonvicsion for murder on circumstantial 
evidence unless you prove a motive for the murder. No, you 
Will have to show a motive." The Brosecutor turned on the 
Speaker in evident impatience; the group of men became silent 
and expectant. "Motive; why I have the rope around the old 
Scoundrel's neck right now. Don't you worry about motive. 
When court re-convenes I'm going to call Joe Townsly, who runs 
the store on the mountain; he will testify that two weeks before 
the murder he had cut the old man's credit off, so that he and 
his wife hadn't so much as a crust in the house, I'm going to 
show by Doc Edwards that when he brought his wife down to see 
_ himand the Doc told him she should have an operation, the man 
said he didn't have five cents to his name, Then I've got two 
neighbors who can swear that the old scoundrel lost every crop 
he planted this season. Motive} whet better motive do you 
want than an empty belly and a cane wife to make a man pick up 
a heavy wrench, a to his neighbor's cabin in the night, 
murder him, and walk off with his savings. He admits he owns 
the wrench and the cotton glove that lay beside it. All the 
old liar will cay Ae that he hadn't been up to the murdered 
man's cabin in three months, and don't know how his wrench got 
there. I'11 soon explain it to him," 

Colonel Weatherford and I had stopped for luncheon en route 
to South Carolina quail shooting, When the a hcl and his _ 
compatriots had departed the Colonel sat i out of the S| 


dining-room window, I felt that we should be pushing on, but 
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he sat smoking his pipe with no apparent thought of the 

hundred and fifty miles ahead of uSe I wes distracted from 

my own thoughts by hearing him mutter to himself, “An eye for 

an eye, a tooth for a tooth, a life for a life." He turned 

to me with a look of mixed perplexity and irritation on his 

‘ face. "Pendleton, in the Sight of the law, a man is presumed 

to be innocent until proved guilty, but that prosecutor is bent 
on Tailroading that old man to the gallows, right or wrong; an 
Old man who is destitute and with a sick wife, and by God, 
Pendleton, hungry and his wife hungry, " 

The Colonel jerked his chair closer to mée "Bless my 
soul, but I took a dislike to that prosecutor. Commonwealth's 
Attorney} Commonwealth's Attorney! That's a fine title to 
give a brazen, cut-throat briggand like that. I'm going to 

£4 Miibias de stat trial if:it takes all night." 

The old Colonel banged on the table, Summoned a waiter , 
paid the luncheon check, stalked out of the dining room, 
crossed the street f and elbowed his way into the small, 
crowded court~house, looking for all the world like a Lord 
éniet Justice in shooting tweeds. 

; Finding no seats available he beckoned impetuously to 
the surprised marshal of the court and requisitioned two 
chairs to be.placed where he could see and hear the .proceaddi~. 
ings. The jury filed in, the judge was ushered to the bench, 


the prisoner led to his place, counsel arranged themselves at 


their table, and the local reporter whittled a new point .on | 
his stubby pencil. The trial had been resumed. | ‘ 


I surveyed the dramatis personae; the tall, kindly 
timid meio 
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looking judge with studious face; the small, frail, aged 
prisoner with the wisp of grey beard which he nervously 
stroked; the prosecutor, a blatant, Cynical, hard featured 
WHR ohviowae 
man @€ an expansive eg0/ and finally the vrisoner's attorney, 
whose huge bulk and rugged but dissipated face arrested me, 
"Who is he?" I whispered to my neighbor, "Thaddius Tremone, " 
he answered, "He has not been in court for five years. Hetg 
drunk most of the time. He was the greatest lawyer in these 
Parts afore liquor got him; could have been judge of the high 
court. It's a shame, ain't it? Folks don't know why he ever 
took this case. That old mountaineer ain't sot a chance, 
He'TT:hang. He don't look bad, but sometimes they'd fool you. 
He's good as hung now," 

'F) For one long, noisy, turbulent hour the courtroom echoed 
with the prosecutor's threats, implications and accusations, 
The abject poverty and dire distress of the bewildered little 
man in the pen and of his wife were heralded abroad in raucous, 
belligerent tones so that all might hear, "He is a rapacious, 
covetous scoundrel," roared the Prosecutor. "Havine made a 
failure of his owm farm and of his own affaires he looked with 
covetous eyes upon his neighbor's better fortunef. He wanted 
money; money at any cost. The result was murder." As ‘a final 
gesture he paraded his huge fist before the old prisoner's face 


promising that he, the prosecutor, with the help of the twelve 
= 


very intelligent men constituting the jury, would put the 
prisoner where he would not again be tempted; and thus he 4 
closed the Commonwealth's case. The State had done iths best. 
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During this long, vicious tirade Thadfus Tremone sat 
Slumped in his chair somnolent and indifferent. An air of 
tense expectancy now Spread through the room. A great hulk 
of a man with bloodshot eyes, flushed face and trembling hands, 
his garments creased and disorderly, rose Slowly and unsteadily 
to his feet, towering above those around him. "Will the Clerk 
| do me the kindness of ascertaining whether — whether," he 
: hesitated, then started fumbling vaguely through the pockets 
of his coat and finally extracted a crumpled scrap of paper, 
read it with seeming difficulty, then continued, "Will the 
Clerk ascertain whether my two witnesses, Dr. Robert Huntley, 
the veterinary surgeon, from Mountboro, up in London County, 
Virginia, and Mr, Gately, of the Railroad Company, are in the 


i ae 


____courtroom?" The man's voice slipped into one's eare as gently 
a a8 @ soft spring mist might drift in through an open window 
to fill the nitches of a room, L 
Upon ascertaining that his witnesses were present, theafu 
Tremone stepped slowly towards the jJudze's bench, "Your honor, 
my learned opponent, the prosecuting attorney | has laid great 
stress, suh, in his able presentation of this casé, upon the 
fact that my Client was in extreme need of money, and that this 
need caused him to commit murder, Your honor, my client is 


in need of money, abject need. He is Sixty-nine years of age, 


and he has been in this same need his life long, My Opponent 
has also contended that my client is by nature rapacious, A 
covetous, grasping and designing, Your honor, I ask the per. 
mission of this court to address the jury in the role of 3 


teller of a story, and I undertake, suh, to(Properly connect” 
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my Story with the testimony of my witnesses who will testéfy 


later as to my client's character, 


The lawyer stepped in front of the jury box and ouietly 

| Surveyed the twelve men who were to pase judgment upon his 
client. "Gentlemen of the jury, I will ask you to travel 
back in your memories to the days of the Great War and to the 
mountainous recions of our State," 

| maafus Tremone paused, crossed his arms, rested them on 

the rail in front of the jury box, then continued in that deep, 
telling, appealing voice that must have penetrated into comt— 

| less jurymen's hearts{(#) 


"Gentlemen, one night when that Great War was raging on 


all the fronts of Europe, the mountaineers of our Carolina 


ee 


heard an unfamiliar freight pounding down through the mountains 
Van wa 
at an Af¢en hour, Trainmen said, "Just another special freicht 


through to seaboard without advance notices, No use advertising 


| things in war times," and sent word dow the line to the next 


| station}, and no further, 
| A. 


| tt 
| In an old, rattling, flat-wheeled caboose car pounding 


along at the end of the train sat two men — the one repres@mt-— 
- ing the railroad, the other a veterinary surgeon. In front of 
them in box cars rode seven hundred and twenty mules, twenty— 
four to the car, worth sinha at seaboard. Across the sea 
| the forces of war were pressing on; at seaboard a ship was a 
aeavane for her cargo, cs 
“the train had crossed the height of land, and was etart ing 
down the long descent to sea level. <A dozen times the railroad 


man had left his seat and paced uneasily up and down the narrow 
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aisle, It was no secret to him that those freight cars were 
et tepsegeeel ssa worn out. 

‘ The roar and rattle of the flat wheels and rickety cars 
srew louder and louder as the train clattered down the 
mountains with ever increasing speed. To the railroad man it 
was more than human nerves could stand. Seven hundred and 
twenty mules ~ worse, seven hundred and twenty mules due at 
seaboard and needed overseas, 

"By God, something will let co, he shouted to the 
veterinary. 

"the swaying train pounded on. Then there was 2 crash, 
Something had let go. 

Min the faint light of early morning the veterinary surgeon 

_Peered into two upturned freight cars at the bottom of an en 
bankment. Through a forced opening fearecrazed mules f ought 
their way out. "Forty-four -— forty«five — forty-six," counted 
the veterinary surgeon, "Forty-six." He peered into the cars, 
"There won't be any more," was what he said, 

"As the coming of the dawn a funeral fire lit up the 
mountains of the Carolinas, for orders are that wrecked cars 
shall be burned, 

d0entienen; they couldn't hold that train, for down at 
seaboard a British skipper was gaging expectantly westward to eet 


the mountains. He was destined to thread troubled waters, and 


he would be off, 


Attracted by the fire, ‘an elderly ‘farner’ had wandered down — ' 
A PO wn 


from his meagre mountain home and stood contemplating the se 


He was @ Small, spare bit of a man with a thin gray beard, ¥ 
\ | 


Go tdaiett evsodt tails 


; ¥Ytedoir bos aloedw tslt sdt to ofits 


: tha ff ’ -— a ai Dern tf Are mehr r — 
Ds Te J telo ¥ ~ a q ; 7 | CA Ve . e 7 é Tebs0 L Wot 


i aam Heoriissr old o .heseqs yuragetonl teve | an [es ron 
1 a * Rene pawranr ree rac? T OY 
bes Derbaus meve® .dSasis Jbisoo eeviten tsauwd sent stem aaw 
te aub aolum vinmews bas berbrrd asvee .setow - aelum vyigows 
bebeen boas hte0cdsse 
| | i 
adit ot Bedwocde oc og J (liw sotctvemos ,bod ya 
-Visgiredov 
| 
wwivsewa. edT 
02 tel bed gatdtemoe 


| foegQTUE yrsaitetey edt gaiaror rise to tdnif tatet.ed? al 


ea. 


Si caaii ms. te mottod odt tea arso tdstext Segtutgy owt otat ber: 


ty 


nee t 
+ aa wore asium HDassEtoutS9t asninmesqo baorot s iguvotagt 

+t 

ao 

* Coie 
. 


Tmo | | xisaydrot ~ 9vit-yirot . cyotayir »tu0 ysw siedt 
a8 


+ 
a 
wae 


89 eid ofat boresq oH ".xia-yéxot' 10S3gyg8 Yreniretey edt 


bisa sd tadw asx ° Om yrs od t! gow etedT® 


ods qu til etit Letenut s omeh act to aitfmoo odd sa” 


ee Hesiostw taeds sts arshro rot e2S0LloTso sdt to eeistasom 


5 ae 


ep 


on noe -beated ed Ilede 


ae | oe 
oa awob tot fit istt tsdt bLod +' abiyoo Yds ,nemeftae) . 
leew yitestocaxs gnises asw teqqixe sets ink s brsodser 


etn belduort sexs ov bemtized asw olf -anist avom edt 


a 4 ct " | »tto ed biyow od 
’ denest vitebLe fs _ eenkl eit yd betost atid, 


ustaoo boots bas angi aistavom oTRSON etd 


nici s seal - & to tid steqe Lise 8 sew ¢ 


‘ - . : ’ . 
iinerthcreretenerreneenedenenensidhatchteienteciahasetasndetieesiceecvseniecsan edstehedlahcareetornaneatannes aa aT ent Lene ey SN aw teed ly Sos wong mempeanammy Sanemannieeld cumereeutuee = ne 
ee . o a a * = ote * ° °2 : + Mae or Pele 


Thy) Res 


oe eh 


my ™. win 


a Y 
fnere are forty-six mules running loése on this mountain -* 


( ? OA ney 
"Ioseen 'em, Mister, when I come down, MUUplur Lt | 


f > 
"Well, # continued the veterinary, nf I come back here in 


ten days do you think you could have those mules Caught and 
cared for if I were to pay you $20. for every sound mule? 

"Shows was a long silence broken only by the crackling of 
the sun-dried wood of the burning freight cars, Then the old 
man answered, his 20, for the sound mules ~ I reckon I gould. 
phe train pulled out and continued to meat 9 Poem in 
later two men sought and found the farm of an old em in the 
mountains of the Carolinas, 

"Good day, neighbor, said the veterinary. ®apout those 
mules ~ how did you make out? 
) 7 ketched ‘em, They're down in the woods yonders> 
“The veterinary surgeon counted and inspected the mules, 
| "nites 
Gentlemen of the jury, there were forty-six ders in those woods, 
The railroad man sat down on’a nearby stump and drew a check 
for the recovery and keep of forty-six mules at $20. a head, 
or $920., and handed it to a wistful, gray-haired little man 
who had cast his lot on that isolated, grudging mountainside , 
barely existing on the ea cebbdbnade of his hard labor. 
maddue Tremore paused, 

“Gentlemen of the jury, the mountaineer took that check, 
looked at it, studied it in Silence, folded it once, folded it 
again, then tore it into small pieces, and held the Scraps in 
his thin, brown fingers, wMister,4 he said, Tene and me had a 
boy. She and me ain't able to say the place they buried him 


over there, but she kin spell it right good, Mister, I ainl¢ 
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seen nobody to show the picture of him in his uniform since 
ever I got it. Would you like to see the picture of her'n 
ad my boy? I would kinda like for you to see it, and Mister, 
all them mules ain'+ sound, and I don't want no unsound mules 
agOing Over where her'n and my boy is aburied./ 

At six o'clock Colonel Weatherford and I were still 
Sitting in the court room. I+t was the supper hour and the 
court was deserted, The jury had been in their room de. 
liberating for an hour, The judge had retired to his chambers, 
and counsel to the neighboring hotel. In one corner the clerk 
dozed with his feet on a low rail. In front of us sst the old 
mountaineer with his frail, anxious little wife beside him, 

Now and again she would glance at the grim door behind which 
the jury deliberated, and then pat the old man's arm re- 
assuringly,. 

Two men pessed by the open window leading a hound. The 
one said, "It seems like it would be a good night for huntin', 
The prisoner glanced out of the window, 

On we sat, and when I again glanced towards the west, 
night was creeping over the fringes of the Sky. A colored man, 
with a deep, mellow voice, strolled by singing softly, "The 
Good Lord's Awaitin'", (Colonel Weatherford reached over and 
closed the vee oe waived 7 Dora Meer fund 

Many years later the Colonel and I were again rolling down 
South to shoot. The Colonel was driving while I vaguely con- 
templated a road map. I felt the car Slowing down and heard 


the Colonel say}, "Pendleton, do you remember the afternoon, 


2 


-68. 


\ 


t mtotiaw eff nt mid to stdoig efi¢ wode ot ybodom mesa 


f'ted to etutoltq ens ose of eatt voy biyow tioton I r9ve 


etetell Bae .¢i 908 oF voy tO? 9FfI sbath bivow I Fyod yar 
Selus bavoens om tasw t'aob I bae ,bowoe t'ais asivm meat? Lis 
A.betteds ai vod ym bas o'tod s1eiw tevo goiogs 

{lite oxew I das brotrsdtsoW Lenofod xoolo'o xia tA 
ed? bas tvod teqave et osw v1 .moor tryoo end ak gnitiie 
«eb moot tiedt at mesd bad yrut eAT .bettezeb asw #100 
.Stedmanid eid o¢ betiter bed egbut eiT .1v0od as 10% gai¢stodil 
italo efit mentoo emo al «fetod satroddgten edi ct Leanwoo bas 
bio edt tsa ay to taortt at fist wot a mo test aid dtiw Sesodb 
smid ebftesd etiw eitiii anotxas .{iett atd dtiw tesalstavom 
" dotdw buicded roob ming odt ts somety bivow ode nieas ene” 

+9t mts a'nsm Sio edt teq nedd bre setaradi lap yYtut on 
peti 
,edT .bovod s anibeod wobtiw meqo edt yd beeasc mem owT +4 
O. tata rot tdgtn boom s ed bivow ¢i eAL{ amece #1% .btea ono 
wobaiw edt to two beonely temoettq sdT 
wetsow odd sbhtewot Seonsiy aiase I nedw bane .tsa oF a0 | 
~ mam beteLoo A .ydte sit to segmixt edt revo gntesero sew tdria 
edt” .yittoe gnignie yd beiforte .sotev wollow .qeab e déiw 
bas tevo bedoset brotrodtes! fenolod ."' nit iawA e' Brod bood 


oe eaagatat 10 Betisw ef¥ .wobniw edd herolo 
sweb-gntifor aiass sxew I bas Lenoiod sat retat aT sey Teh wol 
ada ‘Trefidw geivich est Lenofod sit stoode ot, dtyo8 


se fate ton ch gaiwole tso odd fist I .cam beors bstelamed 
+ amend Tedmenet voy Ob .Aotelbned4wiyce Lenolod. odd 


, oR 


yeers ago, we spent in that court house?" The car had cone 
to a stop. I looked up. There was the small red brick 
building and the hotel on the opposite corner. Some miles 
further on, the Colonel said, "I made that o1d man a loan 
the night he was acquitted. He repaid me at the rate of 
two dollars 2 month. It took him eight years. He never 
missed a payment. At Christmas time of the first year I 


asked him to let me cancel the balance. He reproved me," 
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A = inl afternoon in _ found me sitting alone on 
Om hodtng 
the poreh of Governor Baxter's ‘ode home f in Marylane / and 
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looking across countless acres oe well-kept pastures. 

Having spent the mo rning talking plooa lines wi th ny ola 
| frien and looking over his brood mares, i was idling away a 
lazy afternoon reafing Locke's "Beloved Vagabona", ; 

in the *istanee a score of yearling colts Tomped ang itt an 
one another along a stream bottom, while across the stream the 
more demure fillies gossipea aa, the shade of an ancestral Pasture 
Oak. In other far reaching fielas the labors of husbandry were 
| geing forwaré. rte 

A rhythmic tapping recalled me from my book. Looking ¢ down 
at my companion, an ancient collie, i saw his tail beat ing a 
tattoo on the stone floor, ani his eyes focuses On the ariveway, 

A tall, venerable figure agg in black Was approaching 
‘the house. 

The dog arose, ana in that sedate Way common to ol@ house 
fogs who live in peaceful, dignifiea environments, he Peaaaca vs al og 
down to meet anf wel come the visitor. ‘ 

Phe ol4 gentleman leaned down, patted the collie's head, 
and came his slow way up the S80 Pe. He saluted me by raising 
his large black hat and inquirea whether the Pe are 4 was at 
| lv th he Che feed 

home. Upon my telling him that he was abroad but Moow expected, 
the o14 gentleman inguirea, “Have I the honor, Buh, of addressing 
& guest of Governor saxter?" "Yes," I replied. "MY name is “le 
Pendleton. fi am oteying a fay or two with the Governor." He \e 
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madé a genial bow, welcomed me to Maryland, ext racted and 
consulted a ponderous timepiece, then walkea@ over and rang 
the front Aoor bell. 

When the servant appeared, f meare him say, "Gable, 
Governor Baxter would wish Mr.Pendleton anf me to érink his 
health at this hour. You will bring us juleps, ana Gable, 
ming you serve them in iy Lady's Manor Horse show peitear 

Turning to me he continued, "it is the custom, suh, 
of some of our horse shows to award silver goblets appropri- 
ate for a julep, but I regret to say, suk, that they are not 
all of a size commensurate with Maryland hospitality." 

The ol1@€ gentleman gat down, wipeé his foreheag, for 
the day was warm, ant rested himself from the fatigueg of 
his walk. fie was a survivor of a fast @isappearing type, tall, 
erect; anf made in the mola of a legendary ancestor, 

: when the frosted trophies arrived he arose/ and in a 
stately manner frank my health; then we both drank to the 
continuing prosperity of our host's affairs, and composed 
ourselves to contemplation and enjoyment. 

“My mind was arifting off to a reflection upon the acme D 
to which comfort and well-being had been | brought inthe goodly 
State of Marylana, when my companion said, "Mr. Penéleton,might 
I inquire, Suh, where you make your home?" "In Millbeok, New 
York," I tolé him. 

if such a thing as Sitting more erect were possible, 
then the olf gentleman straightener hin elf. An anxious, ex- 
pectant look erossea@ his face as he leane@ towards me ana said, 

ME Seen otem, Suh, are you acquainted with my frien, Colonel 
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John Weatherforg, of Millbeck?" "Yes," I replied. “He is 
a neighbor of mine. Millbeck is but &@ small place. We are 
old friends." 

With oe effort he arose, ana coming over to 
where I was Sitting, Said, "My name is Chide¢ingfora. Major 
Riehera Chiddingfora, suh. it is a great pleasure, I may say, 
a very great pleasure, Suh, to meet a frien of Colonel Weath- 
erfora's. I make you doubly welcome to Marylané, ana wish 
my affairs would permit of my entertaining you, Suh; ia a 
“Manner a Chiddingfora woula wish. _You would be : aotus me a 
Kindness by telling me of my friend's health ana the state 
of his afiairs, for it is many years since I have seen him 


Or even heard report or him." I gladly gave the Major a brief 


account of Weatherfora's activities, following which he lapsea 
into a prolongeé silence. Suddenly he looked over ai me, 
seemed to be appraising me, then said, "If I have your re rmis- 
sion, Suh, i woula wehoqua. the eae: of recounting a 
dramatic incident dednedtoe dete my family in which Colonel 
Weatherford played a part.” I assured the Major that anything 
relating to Weatherford woula be of great interest to ne/ ane 
begged him to proceed; so he continaca. . 

"I am among the last of the Marylana Ghiatingforas, sth, 
for our line has all but run its course. The affair has to 
ado with my niece, Mrs. George SteLefger, my late brother's 
Only child. dhe inheritea our ancestral aores, ant shortly 
thereafter marries George St. Ledger, a splenaia fellow, Suh, 
& master horseman, but as is true of Many such fine Sportsmen, 
not Gifted in matters of business. \. 
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_ Sible to her, appeare@ to owe the young man’s firm a very large 
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“Upon his death my niece's property was ercatly impaired. 
i will not trespass upon your time to narrate the deplorable 
details, but will pass on to a certain Frifay in November.» 

"Qa the morning of that day my niece's servant rode into 
my place with a note asking me to come to her. I oraered my 
“horse ant went at onog. Mr. Pendleton, sth, I an not able to 


describe how pitiful I fount ‘ner affairs 
ES a, ' 
"She Viktebingiy tei me how, infuced by the artifices of 


@ young man connected with a broker's office in Washington, 

she had Momeywonthe veers intrustea him with her few remain- 
ing securities, hoping to improve her condition through speo- 
ulation unfer his guidance. it now appeared that through some 
unexpected affair connected with what she Gallea Wail Street}. 
She had lost her securities, ana for reasons quite incomprehen- 


sum of money. \ 

"This was not all, Suh. A secon’ mortgage Lita foruigedis 
sum of 916,000 on her honk haa been called for imme*iate payment. 
This mortgage hat been placed on ‘the land by her late husband , 
ana the procesds largely investea in Cattle during a very bad 
year. | 

"Unhappily the mortgage was hela by & person by the name 
of Joseph Flintbride, a neighbor, who haa come into our country 
a few years before, from no one Knows where, ana haa engaged 
vA the bree7ing of thoroughbrea horses. I might say, Buh, 
that this person's methods of confucting his affmirs were not . ; 
& credit to himself or ‘the State of Marylanéa. Bo th his servants 


and himpelf haa been ‘i continual altercation with Officials 
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and stewards of our race tracks. His horses had been rulea 
orf, his Jockeys set down, ana his trainer's license revoked, 
more than once. \ , 
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 "Plintbriee — now commenced tillietements procsefings, 
and the memiagunenk fim with which the young mah was connected 
“had: places their af reirs in the hands of their solicitors. It 
thus inevitab a we were to Lose the home that 
had been he. heritage rt a éenerations, and that my niece 
was to be reduced tc pet destitution sa né want. 

"At this time my niece's daughter was attending a fashion- 

able school up in the State of Connecticut, which I believe to 


be one of your ol¢er States. fhe child was a great beauty, and 


_. in high favor, as all of the women of my family have been, sub, 


ané my niece coulé not bring herself to face the effect her 
losses were bount to have on her chila's future. 
fhe olf gentleman partook of his Julep, rose to his feet, 
took a short turn of the terraces, stoo# in front of me; 2né with 
deep emotion continued, “It is impossible, suh, for me to éescribe 
my feelings as this picture was unfolded. My niece Was consid- 
_ +ered one of the most gracious ana charming women in the State 
of maryland, and I stoo@ there, sah, as the head of my family, 
unable to renéer her the assistance it was my duty ané wouké have 
been my pleasure to renfer. My own affairs, I might Say, haa 
been very involved for some years ~ 
"Only one final chance remaine’. it had been my niece's Lu 
pleasure," the Major continued, "to raise a thoroughbred yearling 
or two each year which were always shipped to the sales at sar- 
atoga. three years ‘before, she ha@ brea a particularly fine ap- 
pearing chestnut colt by “Gup erman* out of “lary Lambert \ by 
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: Qanry ae 
Flintbride's entry for the entire route the latter's — 4 


| heart would show itself before the finish. ecules dak te 


: rs et . 2c oe th ee aoe + 9; ae 
—i# @1i—_itsphases. ke~knew that my niece's affairs were very 
involved an@ that she haa desperate neea of money, @at~se haa 
counsele@ a very Small wager at these attractive ofds, but bee 


Carefully explained the risks involve/, im he knew to be 


very real.» 
"Well, ath, my niece, in ° RETR ion dp Cree 
i Panguesbndpioitaenedicee ‘aneag ot other chance of saving 


her property ant Of hor Kidgurers her canenter, had marShalle@ ati. 

-@f her remaining res i'n © Vou tng Eating! the value of her 

; Jewelry - §4,000 it Was, nt and haa recklessly wagered it #i— 

m her colt +¢-~#ia. She haa broken the ofas through her impetuous 

method of confucting the business, but, » nevertheless, Stoog to 

win $49,000. As the hour of the event approached, the strain 

| had become too great ana she wished to confide in me as her only 

| relative. ir. Pen@leton, my life an@ training, Suh, haf not fit- 

ted me to cope with a Situation which appearea so disastrous, 
ving been born ana brought up with thoroughbre? horses I knew 

Only too well by what a npn PE, YP 8s fortunes hung.\ 

| "We sat together for an hour Or mores étn~—frent—of-the- 

| -open-tive while she talkea of her daughter and of the many plans 

: she had formulate? for the Child, and of the ola Place that haa r 

peen in our family for so many generations. I myself has been us 

bora in the house, and an insufferable depression settle? over 

me. Under ordinary circumstances I might have hoped for assisit- 


ance from some ol” friends, but things were very bad in our gec- 
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tion at that time. My niece haa nO other seqarity for a loan. 

for myselt i had ‘nothing. 
"] finally excused myself ant went out On the broad terrace 

thinking to walk a ann Cows am? so clear my ovala. Of a sudden 

Colonel John  Weatherfors 's Tee Came into _my mina, bertainly 

: the lass person in the world to whow I haa any 


~~ 


fhe Colonel, who is One of 
the best Aatormen yen on ~ tae ae aad dLo0F dines, had honovea 


ine from dns to tine by Soate rring With me about certain breedq- 


ing matters, ant I priaea my self that he entertained some rea 
gara for my knowleage, As om know, Suh, he Was brought up 
in a very different school myself an has Mage a Part 
in important affairs, i lotnee upon him as the-mest. masterful, 
" Fesourceful personality, i+—net—been—my —pieasure—to—nest 
“Although feeling that nothing could possibly be fone to 
relieve my niece's tistress,yet I wished the sOlase of having 
this confirmea dy SOme One more CcOnversant with such Batters 


| than myself, ier I shrank from the Fesponsi bility of 60 ing 


nothing. Knowing the Colone) to be in our acighborhoog Cn one 


_* of the visits he occasionally made to inspect his brooa hares, 
I didjetis: & GOlorea boy to three or four Places mere i 
| thought he might be, with & n0te telling him that I woule Welcome 


an Opportunity of waiting upon him for a teow ninates On & matter 
or importance at as early an hour as he might fine couveni ant. 

Within the hour the boy retumea With wora that the Colonel = 
cali “at my niece's at two o*ol ook. \ 7 4 
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S €xplanation of her 
great interest ana Sympathy. 


Ssed, as any man of Zallantry would have been, 
ig inflicted our affairs 


» Suh, with He was plainly dis. 


and J regretting hav- 


upon him, feeling that 1 had permitted myself 
take advantage of hospitality, 


e, evidently searching for 


The Colonel remained silent for some 


Some straw which might alleviate the 
orable Situation, but finally turned to me 


seems impossible 


de- 


» Saying, 'My dear Major, 


to discover any remedy or relief for Mrs. St, Ledger's 


stress other than Dw the hope that her colt will ive genero 


usly of his 
st - his very best to-morrow, 


and Carry her colors to victory. The 


lonel invited us to lunch with him in tom on the morrow before the 


es and would not hear of our refusing\, 


Old Major Chiddingford paused ang Sat musing on the 


memories that 
being awakened. yr. Pendleton, suh," 


he Continued, “the recol]- 


tion of that luncheon comes back very vividly to me. as a young man 


lad read a book pertaining to the French Revolution, 


I had forgotten 
. of the 


facts concerning that dastardly affair « aj} but one. I could 


forget the fortitude and high courage = Splendid, magnificen 
> Suh, displayed by the best blood of France when their hour arrived 


th to the guillotine, The Sayety at their last meager repasts 
“bold hows of farewells — the smiles ~ the 


t cour- 


cheery waving of hands « 


“light, airy steps of beautiful women end Sallent men, wr. Pendleton, 


, those brave scenes Came back to me many times during that luncheon, 


I could but salute my niece,for her's was the same high courage. 


®, suh, have I been privileged to listen to such Spirited conver- 


fons a8 she engaged in with Colonel Weatherford, The Colonel, 
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in the bigness of his heart ,Sarrled her go completely out of 
“herself that time after tise I coula but marvel to hear them 
“Waking bole Plans for the future. then sudfenly I woula gee 
ny niece Wince - wince ,suh, at the su@aen realization of the 
thing that was hanging over her. i saw her Smiling ana laughing 
with her mouth while fear anf Aespair were in her eyes. Phen we 
~ Went to the track 


| "Courage. What a quality that is, Mr.Penfleton, in a woman 
OF @ race horse. Why suh, my niece greeted her many friends and 
har epamuazes who Wished her gooa Luck, Pda the nonchalance of 
one having nothing more at stake than the Pitts. or losing of 
a sung Claiming race. , 
~ " T have no recollections of the first two races. i seem 
Rot to have Seen them. ‘The thira event was ours. I suppose Buh, 
* it was my dread of the race that caused every event to happen with 
‘such rapiaity. I sudaenly realized that the horses were on the 
way to the post. ‘here was no ‘form of universal cataclysm that 
i ‘woula not have welcomea - anything which woula Have delayea the 
 gtart of that- race, Or better still, ‘have Ddlotte? out the _ track 
“and ‘all about me. I saw the colts line@ up an4@ recognized my 
“ Miece's blue -~ant_white colors. Every time & ‘colt woulé tUrn from 
the Patter an’ @elay the start I sea a sigh of _— Then 
” ‘thie’ flag aroppet. ‘the air was charged. “they're off! ‘they! re off! 
“Spor an eighth they ‘ran together, then from the ruck @ Day 
- horse stuck hfs nose in front an# gradually increases his leaa 
$0 two lencths. Mr. Pendleton, suh, there are two requisites of 


. ois great horse, action mé@ class. Class, suh, is character, action 
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a is a furf history has been made a horses AE oy both 
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of these qualities, Flintbriae's horse h as fine running 


He had slipped easily in- 
= the leag, but the boy on my niece's colt went after ,Caught 


action as 4 ever saw in a race AOrse. 


~ and the pair racea on together. veorge Carteret haa ins truct- 


ea his boy to press Flintbrige' S GOlt every step of the way, and, 
Buh, he 414 so. Pressea him at every stride. It was a Splen‘ia, 
stirring @uel, suh. My niece's colt , through being go constantly 
rate? along would now an@ again gain a trifling afivantage, but 
the other colt with Ris smooth, beautiful way of moving woula 
easily overtake him ana again step into the leas. Against the 
“average run of horses ours would have been accounted a top colt, 
but, suh, unless Flintbriae's colt tirea or took to sulking Re /~ 
, seemes unbeatable. Ms times my interest in the horses obliterat- 
ec my fears of the result, then the whole tragefy of the affair 
woule sweep over me an@ I woula Literally look away. think of it Ah, 
me Chi@singfora turning his head from a horse race. i pray, Aaa, 
“I have not @isoreaitea myselt with you by this afmiseion, The 
€ horses enterea the stretch. he bay colt was leading but our 
 ASZaperchance™ was ‘at his shoul¢er running strongly ana prossing 
‘ “his opponent at every stride. A éenerous horse, Suh, of supe rb 
courage and giving everything he had to give. The crowds were 
Ppoaring, weaie on you, sun upk. — On you bay horse. ‘Peep 
Aan pt i et He was the favorite. It seemed, 
: sah, as though the whole worla was trying to defeat WSs dust 
a then my Own over-wrought feelings were much affected by my niece's 


BOCs colored rétainer who ha@ accompanied us and was standing in het 


. passageway husrackwevus hol@ing our rugs. I hear@ his fa- 


ig mil ar voice pleading, ‘Oh, Lawé Jesus give my Miss Nancy's colt 
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some mo’ foot, wuick Lawa ; Give him some mo’, ' 


thing my niece! 
2 finish. 
together. 


~~ "Phere was Just one 
his mount every foot to th 
Colts’ heats were 


8 jockey Could 40, frive 


the boy went to his bat. the 


Then our colt Stepped into the leaa,. 


the horses Were not 
hlintbrige! 


Such a nom ent. 
Strifes from the finish. 


atford to sit still, so he mage & quick flourish with hi 


is whip, hig 
mount lengthenea his striae ond Was again in front, but suéfenly, 


Sth, we saw Flintoriae’. Colt's earg go back, saw him @eli 
shorten his striae ana start to sulk ane fola up. 


my arm. I heard Colone) Weatherforg matter, 
_ beaten," 


8 boy coula not 


berately : 
ily niece clutehea 
"By Goa, we have him 
» & hair's breath too late. Flint. 
“bride's colt haa Won the Merylang Junior Stakes, 
| “fhey tell us, Suh, that many things cross & person's mina at 
‘the moment of drowning, lit’. Penile to 
distress flashes before me in all i; 
the Little cipi Sway at school ~. the ola Se rvaz 
great oak tress in the pastures virese-so many no 
raise@. Even such trifling things as 


But, suh, it was too late 


4, the whole panorama oy my niece's 


S details. Our Ol@ manor house, 


S on the place, the 
table horgeg had beam 


the grey stone spring house. All 
my brain, \ 
"People startea surging éowm towaras 


Ting anf paddock, Many of them to collect on 
while we three stooa 
my niece put her arm 


these ola associations race through 


the track, the betting 

the remilt of the race, 
Silently watching the moving throng. Presently 
within mine , touched my han@, ana said, 


‘Uncle 
“ichard what ao you favor for Bae last race?! ana Smiled at me /) lr. 
leton, ina way no man of spirit coula ever forget. \ “} 


"FE @reaaea the thought or subjecting my niece to the @reari 


ess Of spenting jhe first evening 
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alone or even with me who haa so little of cheer to offer. I ac- 
sordingly importunea Volonel Weathertora to accompany us to fAinner, 
and made bold to hint to _him that it woul be & great kintness to 
my niece. He haa shames to travel to New York _immefiately follow- 
ing the races, but at once Changed his plans ana accepte? our invi- 
tation, \ , 
"Before leaving the track my niece communicated with her 
servants ait home, and Mir. Pendleton, suh, ho three people in the 
j State of Marylana sat «own to a finer dinner than @i4 we on that 
evening. It was not Only worthy of a victory, suk, but even of 
a defeat. the oysters of that particular autuma were very favor- 
_ ably commented upon, ana i had presented my niece a day or two be- 
fore with a pair of Canvas~vack ducks of the very primest order... 
"In honor of our guest my niece served her Elizabeth p. 
Williams Ma@eira. I have not been privileges, suh, to partake of 
your northern hospitality and sO fo not know in vhat esteem wine 
from the joam of Madeira is hele in the north, but we of Marylana 
took pride in our stocks of such wine whieh we always referred to 
by the name of the ship in which the wine had completea its conai- 
tioning. My niece had inherite? such Madeiras as Nancy Lippincoti, 
Henry P.Calvert, Charles Carroll, Mary Steward, and others equally 
illustrious, bat it was a tradition of my family that, aue to the 
reported excellent confition of the vines of that particular year, 
no finer Mafeira was to be foun’ in Marylané than the Elizabeth Ye. 
Williams.\._ te 
"ana just before coffee was to be served my niece spoke with 
: me aside, hand@e? me the key to her wine cellar ana it Was my privi- 
‘ lege, oun, to oring her a bottle of 1856 Cognac, trande Champagne Corr 


O 


} | | 2 oided 


i tou dviw hevsolauemen eoeia ys Xons oti guiwed onsen" 


we. 
q 


“es i ,terto of teedm to eivtid oa tea ona on aiiw neve © enods 
~ 


temas Ge ay yneqmeces of Stottedtes Lenolov Lone teqgal yégatizoc 
2 ve ; 
‘et seeatiaiv fcous. 8 od Sivow th derid aie 0 suite od bled efan hus 
woilet Ylovsifeamt steY well o¢ Severs od Seansiq Boh OF -200lk Ym 


-ivat «so setqesos Aes enetlq aid Segaatio sone te tod B08 ie 


= Si «2 oigeee’ cout on de ,modeihaed tM Roe 2 oned Js avaavios 


‘ t ’ \ mn 
7 o oe -~ 
_ ? 


Nid - $add vo ow E46 Hads tommin wondt « ot awoh $98 fasty teat to. egade 
My to nove tad tee ,yuedoly o to yitzow yino Jon oaw do agakmone 


~xoret view onew het dig telooidieg oss te ate say eee _eteeieb 2 
=e¢ ont <0 eas & epeia ym bod norong pes iL Ane soge ude 


i ey “ Plagepte da ontiag “xer on? To a tous dogt~pavEse <6 sieq.8 stke exol 


. dfedestix zed devi ovein vA po le ae te tenon si" 

te ofat tac of aie shagelivinyg mood homed evad 4 | BTLObeM cme 
4 satly mootee asi us weal 7 On of 2a bas pikiettqued, an td 

5 oa to ow tad me out ad Sfod st attehad to fnateh 
et berieret Syawles ee i bstr ‘en tiv Hose Xo udoods 100 mb 4 PBL ood 
at *°-anae ‘att tet siqnoo het igh ost boas at Bi cide ony. to oma eae ue 
| | sa na 3 dove seg devnnt. baat ‘pe Ee Lae , 
dikes atsiite Sar spewed yal téorand roLena 2 Torday Bi 
GS oF ews , tosis ylimet we Bi no keBDe 2 2 Ben ws tee a apendii 

tey asiveitisq doris te aenlv od te noth AOo eeneabatranre 
Me Aivcnst x ot casts Psy sb fayox 96 of eam a 


Ee — a 


* 
° ‘ 
ee 


t is te 


‘ ey ne ce. od ‘et gam eortco fevered gaat, na" 


iat D i, Wee 


=e ome ‘nent og xea ont om Sepaed oben om 


14 


sun, from the Charente. When this noble brandy haa beg 8 orved 


the Colonel hel: the ola Vaterfora branfy goblet in his hana until 


the contents haf taken some Of the warmth of the touch, revolvea 
the goblet, slowly. enjoying the aroma, ana wag contemplating the 
goblet and its contents when we were startles by hearing him say 
in a very emphatic manner , ‘why God bless my soul, that's it, 

that "s it, that's where it was, That's it." hy niece and I Jodha 
uD at him in Surprise, ane Mr. Pen*leton, i was alarmed, greatly 
 habtadt: Buh. T coule only think ne has been taken by & seizure. 


f He was Bitting there with the Zodlet raised in the air staring 


—, 


straight in front of him, an@ remained thus for some time with the 
most unaccountable expression on his face. fhen, apparently fete % 
Gall ‘the glass in his hané, he again revolveé it in or@er that 
the brandy, as it spread over the Surface might further angie nt 

the aroma took a sip, put the glass éown, turnea ana said to my 
niece, ‘Mrs, St.Leager, I ha@ expeeter to return to New York tonight 


On the sleeper. I have change@ my plans. {J will stay here two days 
if you can put ‘me up.’ \ : 

ee é "Well, suh, when these arrangements haé been made the Colonel 
seemed to tiafnice whatever hed upset him. He joined me in having 
another @rop of brandy and tole us much of the country of the Cham- 
agne, in the _ Satay “3 Charente, of the *ifference detween 

airing ly (guianiiingy agney iis wetieaday Betited thaupagnes, and others, 
and of the making of fine wines an* branfies. When we a¢ jJournes 

to the @rawing room my niece, upon Colonel Weatherford 's in#istence, 
sat at the Piano an’ sang to us, anf, 48 though determines that the 
evening should be one of good cheer in so far as he coulé make it > 
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the Colonel, whom we founé haa a Splendid voice, sang with her. 


<ey drifted from one Song to another until the elock reminfed 
us that midnight was striking.\ 


~~ 


"After the Colonel haa retired ané@ while I Was assisting 
my niece in putting out the lights she put nar hands on my 
| shouléer, Saying, ‘Isn't he the grana eeignser? We never could 
have seen the evening through, Just you ana me alone, soul” we? 
on, Uncle Kichara 7 where do I start in the morning? What does one: 
ao when one has nothing? : Mr. Pen‘leton, suh, I was very much 
attecter by her wor’s an@ her ai stukedee 

- "Being a Light sleeper i awoke éarly the next morning 
and arose , thinking to stroll over to my own oo ttage and rout 
out my servant to prepare breakfast. As I started across the 
lawn | one of my niece's colorea boys drove into the Place. Assume 
ing the rascal to have been abroad all night with his employer's 
car I went over to take him to task. fhe boy explained that be- 
fore it was yet light a large gentleman had awakened him, pullea 
him out of bea and Ordered him to drive him into ‘Baltimore. Upon 
questioning the boy I founa that he ha@ driven the Colonel to a 
public garage where the Colonel rentea a Gar ané driver, telling 
the proprietor that he woule probably nee? the car for two days. 
The Colonel then sent a message to my niece to the effect that 
he woula not be back until the fay following. \ 

“Well, suh, the Colonel reappeared just before the dinner 
hour on ane looking, I thought, weary an@ much traveled, but 
gay and Vigorous as always. He cravea my niece's infulgence for 
being such an unceremonious guest, an? went up to change. \ 

| "We were but half finished dinner when in response to a 
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ring of the “oor bell the Servant announces Mr.Flintbriae to 


see Mire .St.Leager. At the very sounf of the Mai's name my 


Riece's hands Covered her face a S though trying to Shiela her 


. from a distressing vision, ant she Lookea “ppealingly «at me. 


horse-whip the Faseal, I am Sure, suh, i 4c not have to Laform 


you that mortgaces are never Sallef in oup B8etion of the State 
of Maryland. One “oes not Sontemplate such an extraordinary 


pr <f any more an one woule expect Orre*s—banit~ar one ' 3 . 
Arata 
personal frisaad to remin® one of af | iné teaness. i pride my ~ 


self, sah, that certain of my — friends have been infebtea 
to me tor ‘thirty years, while others have hela my notes of hand 
for quite. as long a perioa. I would not mention such trifles 
nor expect others to mention them to me. Golonel Weatherfora 
however suggestea the wistom of Mrs.St Ledger Seeing the man 
while we were in at ten@ance upon her. My alece consentea vut 
appeared App Fenensive of incurring Flintbride's ire by keeping 
him waiting, and thought we shoula see him at once, ADRA minlign 


the Colonel, announces in no uncertain language that there waa 


not @ man in this or any other country —. whom he woul@ leave. 
such a rack of lamb and 1865 Chateau Lafitte » and advised letting 
‘the scounfrel sooj his heels, upon which we resumed Our dinner, 
We finaly’ witharen to the ae room where Flintbride awaited 
a 

"A more repulsive infiviaual + a this Flintbrige woulé@ be 
aitziedis to picture, suh. He had been frinking heavily in cel- 
ebration of his recent ‘victory, and instea@ of having become gon. 


vivial ant éracious, a8 good wine makes those of gentle birth ,he 
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had become surly, vind ict ive and repulsive to contemplate. He 
was a tall, powerful, hawk-lLike man of an ungovernable temper, 
\exea at our delay, merely nodfeda to Colonel Weatherford 

ana me, then strode defiantly up to my nieces, a with no pre- 


iLiminary worts, saia, ‘My Lawyers ¥ LL mg that typ people rem 
resenting you are trying to ase ad jour nnent Preterm oe — 
more time - want to stall the thing along. ne listen to me. 
If you can't pay the mortgage tofay you won't be able to pay 
it’ tomorrow or next week or next month. ‘here is going to be 
no adjournment for a aay or any other time. I have ma@e plans 
to put a foreman on this place on January first, ané must know 
where I stama, ana I fon't mine telling you I am moving in here 
myself as soon a8 1 can get the plaee eleanes anf@ put to rights. 
‘Phese @--- lawyers have a way of granting favors to each other 
ana Letting their clients whistle, so I want you to teil your 
people to let the thing take its COUrSE. , x 


~ 


"I startea to rise, Suh, to oréer the scoundrel from 


a 


the house when my attention was @irected to Golonel Weatherfora. j 
He stoog up, stamped over to the oor, closed it with a Map Yi 
bang, locket it, pitiv/avallios, faindy jorkea the key out of the 
key hole, put the key in his pocket, walked rapidly and deter-- 


wba , 
minealy over to the fire-place, turned, face? Flintbride, paying, 


'ylintoride, my man I have some things to say to you.' 
, "Mr. Pen*leton, suh, this Flintbride was not the srt of 


person, arunk or sober, you coul@ lock in a room. He had Llivea . 


a great part of his life in environments where men act first ané 
think afterwaris, anf remomber, suh, he was in his cups. I coula 
not see his full face at the moment, but it was evident he had 
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be Ome inarticulate with passion, His “6GK anf such of his 


face as i Could see had turned a Geep scarlet. hen his voige 
came to him. "Open that door. Open that acd i say, or by 

~ Goa ae, and with that, Suh, he whippea a revolver from his 
pocket. I Jumped to my fest, but the Colonel in icatea in a 
Very decisive way that he would not brook interterense on my © 
part. “Flintorias was standing facing the Colonel anf hola ing 
the pistol in his hawt. His voice had Ghanged to a iow, hard 
“Snarl, ‘For the last Gime, unlock that door," he saié@. The 

; words: were MO sooner out of the man's mouth than Colonel Weath- 
erfora turned on him with a fiereeness that fairly astounded 
‘Flintbriae as it 6id all of us. ‘Flintbriae,' he said, "I*i] 
unlock that aoor when I have finishes with you, at which time, 
“with uirs.St.Le*ger's permission, I will have one of her @ervants 
throw you Out of the house.' \ 

“pon Saying this tie Colonel, entirely aisrecarding 
‘Flintoriae, crossed the room, picked up a package Which was ly- 
“ing on the table, returned to his place ana slowly and a@eliber- 
ately removea the wrappings. My apprehension was such that I 
was keeping my eyes riveted upon Flintbrife. Sudéenly i Saw him 
step rapidly backwaras. I looked over at the Colonel an@ s 
‘him holding & small black book in his hand ané@ Looking Flini- 
: brite full in the face. i arose anf crossed the roomie hr, Pen- 
dleton, suh, I never lookee upon a face so dominated by passion 
a8 was idiom Flintbrife's at that moment, but he stood there 
“without uttering a word. The room was oppressively silent. my 
niece was Sitting on the edge of her chair, bewiléeres and 
“alarmed.  ~* Suddenly Colonel Weatherfora steppea forwaré until he 
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was not above a yard from ¥lintbriae; then he shot out his right 
hand anf pojating his forefinger ctraicnt at the man's face, said, 
‘Flintbride, you Fan a four-year-ola Colt in the Marylana Junior 
Stakes last Saturday a race restrictea to three-year-olas. hat 
Gols of yours was foaled some time ia the month of November. You 
Save the Jockey Clab the eleventh fay of the following February 
as the Gate of foaling. @#he Sire Of that eolt was stenting at 
your piace when the Mare was brea ana when she foaled. You veil 
this book, which recoras the mares which were brea to the horse , 
and dates of service, in your possession, ! "he GOlonel reached 

in his pocket, extractea small magnifying glass, an? hela the 
glass and book out to Ylintbriae, saying, "You Gan still see tras 
ces of the. original November entry in your hand writing, ' insteaf 
of accepting the book Flintbriae stepped back ea few paces, looked 
Gown at the pistol which he still hele in his right hana, ane said, 
"What business is this of yours? Who the } eil are you?’ fhe 
Colonel stooa contemplating him for Some time, then continues. | 
'Flintbriae, det me tell you of certain Lines along which my miné 
is running right now. You came into this country a few years ago 
and Ponght a wery bat tam - © cola, uncharitable bit of lana un. 
gui table for raising thoroughbrec horses. You are no farmer. Gun= 
men never aree You happened to locate quite close to the finest 
bit of lana in this seetion where horses have ‘one well for a hun- 


are@ anf fifty years. You Want Mrs. St.Lefger's farm. You have 
always — it. You mage a loan on it prompths entirely by the 
. belief that by so foing you woul? be able to jeventualiy Koquire 

the property. Sut you wanted to make foubly sure. There mast be 

no — of Mrs. St.Ledger having the wherewithal to fischarge Yo 
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KL Nore Gach 
the mortgage, Ans 80 one ay at aPimlico You presentea a young 


man to Mrs.St.Leacer ~ @ youns man associates with a “er eslled 
brokerage house in Washington, Flintbriae, the law Peevites Ways \ 
an? means of ascertaining who the active and silent partners of 

sucha firm are; ant I now know the names ana records of every 
infivieual constituting that firm.) : 


rm ‘Jast before you callea ee this plausible | ‘ 
_— man SPinet possession of HPs. § St Leger tg Securities. i 
Flintbriae, befors I have finishea I purpose having each ana 
every transaction in Mrs, St. Le@gerts secount tracea to its ul- j 


timate en@. I shal) not rest content unti. the — Attorney, 
Prosecuting Attorney, or Nepartment of Justice, aa whoever han. 
éles such matters, 2oes to the bottom of ae thing. * \ z 
” "Now, ‘then, my man,’ sgontinuea a¥olonel Oa therrore . 
*I am going to give you Just three minutes to @eci¢e whether or 
not you stana reaay to make the following restitution to Mrs. st, 
 ‘Letger. ‘First, I want the value of the Marylané Junior Stakes 
tures over to her. Secont, I want One-half of what MPs. St. Ledger 
: stood to win, pai@ to her. il arrive at one-half by conceding that 
the 0448 on her horse woul@ not have deen as favorable haa your 
colt not been running. Ana finally, I went Mrs. St Lefger's se. 
Gurities or their present value returnea to her. We shall also 
require a general release from all olaims by your firm. ‘Mrs, St. 
Ledger on her part will pay off the mortgage which you now hola 
On her property with all interest to aate ana the statutory char. 
ges incurrea in connection with the foreclosure AaCtioOn, ' \ 4 
. " ‘Farther then thie I will require you to retire your 
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An | 
Solt ana neither race iin &gain as a three-year-ola nor permit 
others so to ao,! \ ‘s 


" "I wish to make it quite Clear, 


Flintbride, thet ay 
Sonjectures respecting the 


treatment asco 
your firm are only conjectures, 


ané yourself an injustice, 


rdea Mrs.St.leager by 


I may be doing both the firm 


are at liberty to refuse 


» but in thig event I shail 
energetically to €0ing to th 


i will give you three 
er which I will ast as iI think 


© botiom of the matter, 


minutes to moke Up your mind,af- 
best in the premises. , \ 

aneq Over ana 
Penfleton, Flintbrige Aifn 
Gidn't take any time at all, 
tunity to Change his mina. 


: Ola Me jor Chifdingfora le tapper me on the 
{ knee. "Mr. 


'S teke three minutes - he 


He “ifn't cive the Ceolenel an oppor. 


“When these arrangements were 


| han@kerchier to her ey 


CSe the 
_ pointe? to my niece 


Colonel tonche@ me on the 


arm, 
» &nr places his finger on 


his lip. Ana so we 
Speaking. Presently he took a note- 
his pocket, wrote a few worés, 


evening 
me. As a memento of that; my niece 41€ me the 


that little slip Of paper into 5altimore an? 
frame@ for 


sat there without book from 


tore the page Out an? hanaes it to 


kinffness of taking 
having it han@somely 


mé. It now hangs in my library; 


freee major, 


How about you an? me Slipping 
out ana exploring the possibilities of 


& smack of col@ fuck anf a élass of wine?’ 
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Through the long, quiet hours of the night the Millbeck 


hills and valleys lay Shrouded in heavy folds of mist. 
The voices of those who spend the nights afield were 


as thouch muffled in folds of damask; a cow Calling for her 


calf, 8 solitary hound Tunning Peckett's ridge, a house dog 


disturbed in mind, 


In the dark of early morning a boy, mounted on a ereyf 
Royal Canopy mare poked his Solitary wey over the heicht of 
land which separates Little Rest Valley from Hawke Hollow, 
Upon reaching the crest he halted, struck a light, and looked 
at his watch® five-fifteen, Hounds were meeting at Bartlett's 
Carry at six, He stood looking expectant ly towards the "Fast 
' for some Sign of dawn, for one could not be sure of finding 
one! ie in the dark through the maze of sheep trails. It 
would have been better to have taken the longer route by road, 
As ne hesitated, the mare suddenly grew restless and uneasy in 
the spectral murkiness, and kept turning and looking intent ly 


Sowards the north. A dried twig snapped somewhere out, in 
front of her in the FO, The boy spoke softly to the mare and 


put his hand on her neck, A deer passed _by-heading into the 
—valiey betow to drink, After again glancing skyward the boy 
left the height of land and threaded his way downward through 


, 
great patches of sweet-fern and blueberry bushes to Hawks ~ 


‘> 


heard 


; as 
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brook to search up and dow the dripping slash for the ford 


at Storey's Pine, . 


At six-~fifteen they were stil} eimlessly circling Thed— 
ford's Unland two miles north of Bartlettts Carry. A wan ray 
of light was stealing Slowly across the Sky, but aye 
mist still shrouded the earth. : % / 
The ‘boy again halted the mare and turned her towards wheme 
he thought hounds Should now be drawing, He sat thue for some 


time, 


s “ abstracted by his own 
thoughts, his head forward and his chin resting on his chest, 
Slipping to the ground, he drew the reins over the mare's 
pital sat down on the moist, soft earth, and buried his face 
in his hands, The desire to locate hounds, to have them find 
and ¢0 away, the urge to feel the grey mare gallopine under 
him - all these things had left him. There had been no sense, 


he thought, in coming cubbing, not at Bartlettts Carry of all 


Places, It had been so much better to have ended his hunting 

after the run on Tuesday, Tt was only the old incessant 

longing to hold fast to what little of his mother remained | 
to him that had broucht him out, This had been her favorite 

country. She loved the wild ruggedness of these Mplands, | 
It was on these very hills that she had taught him the science 
of the sport, and the picture of her as she rode s0 fearlessly 
from one headland to another awakened beyond all other pic 
tures the memory of that comradeship witht ended when he was a | 
but axeey, The years had rolled on but the old hurt and * 


‘longing and loneliness never seemed to grow less, It was 
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because of her that he haa wanted to have his last dav to 


hounds at Barrett's Oarry, tus—t) vad " 
“mone~Sominant—then—hts-tove—for the Boor, On the morrow he 


wes to sail to the world's end to learn the difficulties of 
Selline petroleum products {=f s first employment, 

Great banks of mist were being drawn Skyward by the sunts 
rays so that he now recognized the field in which he was sitting, 
Below him was the in-and-out aoross Meechamts lane. It had 
been his first in-and-out — just two slow dilapidated panels, 
but formidable to a wee pony. His mother had riven him a lead, 
Calling back, "Come on, Sonny. Give him his head, Everything 

As all richt," 

He dropped his head on hig arms as one old memory awakened 
another, There were eighty thousand people in the Yale bowl. 
If he missed the kick the score stood a tie. A Yale-Harvard 
tie game, One couldn't miss, Not with victory s0 close, But 
he had been dizzy for the last few moments of the came, Dizzy 

oe and uncertain, Twice he started_to-sicnal—for the-ba11—to -be— 
-put.in_play,-but-hesiteateds He was not Seeing and thinking 
Clearly. Then she ,jhad come to him, come to him just as 


~ebesriy-es when she led him over the little in-and-out, 


re a 8 eee oe Ps 


"Everything is all right Sonny," It was as though she were 
stretching her hand out to him there on the soggy football 
field, He remembered how clear and Simple it had all become, 
He kicked ~ and there was a roar from Yale's Side of the bowl, 


And then there was the ugly moment down in Maryland when 


he went to ride old Golonel "eatherford's Carcasian. As they 
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crossed the road and were Tacing down to that formidable third 


fence a horse, running out of hand, bumped him when Only a few 


lengths from the fence. Oarcasian was off balance, heading 


Kitty-cornered to the Jump, and galloping a terrific Pace. 
The end seemed inevitable, And there she was ,~"Everything is 
a11 night, Sonny". With the sensitiveness and rapidity of a qveat | 
violin*#iaver. his hands conveyed that message, or hint or 
nerRee art thing which great horsemen contribute but know 
not O&f,—and his mount wes Over and racing on, 

The world even as it presses close én aon with all itfs 
innumerable ties and contacts,is no panacea for lonesomeness 
and dependency, But she had stood by during youth's crises 
holding her hand out to him and giving him the feeling of 
being ever near, "Everything is @ll right, Sonny", 

Perhaps She would not be out there at the fringe where 
he was going. And suppose he couldntt find her at his old 
haunts when, he came back, perhaps years hence. She might 
never come to him again and she was his only tie; the only 
tie that mattered, 


The grey mare threw up her head and looked fixedly to 


the west. A faint echo of hounds’ voices came to him. He | 
A adcteek Cet Sete. 
rose to his feet, spoke to the mare, mounted and cemtinved | 
barking. The hilltops were now cleareg of mist but the 
valleys were as grey mountain; lakes nestling in the folds 


of the hills, Hounds were coming rapidly towards him, and 


running a strong, purposeful line. He heard their voices 


ea. 
soften as they sank a deep swale; then chtered patch of oak 
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trees just right handed of him and the line with 
dash through the wood anda down into the valley and the mist, 

He waited for some sign of the Abunteman or the field but 
there was no sound of galloping horses, They had lost hounds 
Somewhere out in the fog. He turned the mare's head towards 
the valley and Slipped in behing hounds, 

There is now no one to write the history of that Tun. A 
farmer at Castlebar busy at his milking heard hounds race 
through his lower pastures, Dr. McTavish, returning from a 
long vigil, heard their Clamorous cry in Makepiece Woods, 
miles as the crow flies from Castlebar. Joe Burrage, the 
carrier, saw them Scaling the bleak Slope of Penthold Head 
with a straining, determined grey mare on their sterns, Miss 
Sarah Prentice, the teacher, saw them boiling down from 
Thatcher's Uplands as she walked to school down Three Brothers 
lane. She was the last to see them, but old Doctor Sedgewick, 
praying at the eight o'clock service on St. Stephens day, 
heard them as they raced up Nettleton Hill. He paused to 
listen, then closed his prayer book and continued, "Oh, Lord, 
give us the sense of enjoyment of all good things, Grant us 
courage and the self respect that comes from courage. Help 
us to learn from our games and pastimes to face life vatfientiy. 
And when we shall set out upon our last hunt, grant that we may 
ride forward with faith and high stat Hounds voices Sank 
to a faint echo, 


On the crest of Nettleton Hill stands the hundredsyear~old 


ruin of a Dutch Manor house, itfe broad acres now a dreary, 
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desolate waste, A ereat stone wall still showing the pride 
of early workmen, looms gFaunt and foreboding 


line. The boy 


against the sky 
took the mare gently by her head, for she wag 
laboring, and together they rode on towards the wall, 


The mare took off and tried and kept trying as only a 


Sensitive, clean-bred mare can try, The boy had a feeling 


 ] 
of sinking, Sinking for a long, long time, and of strong 
noises, then of peace and Quiet, and a well-loved voice came 
to him, "Come Sonny, let us ride forward, We can ride on 


together now, Everything is all right Sonny", 
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THE HORSE iN HIS GRACIOUS MAJESTY's COLONY OF NEW JERSEY, 


See eS eee ee 
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alice 


ae EE En EES GRACIOUS MuurmsY'S COLONY OF ur ZeReRY, 
Colonel Weatherford and I accepted an invitation to week— 

end in the Far Hills country, have a few days with the Essex 

Hunt's biue-tick Eastern Shore hounds, and witness the New 


Jersey cup race, 


Between the running of two of. $a minor events the Colonel 
and I were gazing off over the pleasant hills of Somerset County, 
each with its cottage or manor house, when two young ladies 
took their stand quite close to us and embarked upon a con— 
versation of some novelty, 

The first: "Do you ride?" 

The second: "It's Scrummy. I have a pony. Have you?! 

The first; "I have a yummy pony. It's black, and a new 

bridle with two reins," 

The second: "I wouldn't have liked to live here before 

| there were any horses, nothing but motor 
cars, would you?* 

The first: "That wouldn't be very scrummy. Do you want 

to see a new puppy that's in our car?! 

They passed on, The Colonel perched his eye glasses on his 
nose, looked down at the young ladies as they toddled away, then 
turned to me, saying, "Well, God bless my soul, Pendleton, what 
a how.dosyou-do that is. New Jersey without any horses, Nothing 
but motor cars, What a conception." We started to walk on when 
he pulled up short. "What do you know about the horse in 0 

‘Go1onial days?" he asked, "Nothing," I replied, a 


Quthiny wee. ' 
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Some weeks rolled by when, towards the middle of December, 
we had a day which must have been of a par with one Keats spent 
in Devonshire,— "4 Splashy, rainy, misty, snowy, foggy, haily, 
floody, muddy and generally Shipshod day", 

We persevered with hounds as far as Three Brothers School 
House, then decided to abandon the sport for the day, I going 

on to the fixture at Highminster Gate to announce to the field, 
should there be one, that hounds would not go out. 

aerens broken the news to Dick Estey, Mary Sedgwick and a 
handful of enthusiasts whom I found huddled under the school 
house sisas I let Jack Semple Slip on towards home at any pace 
which commended itself to him, and overtook Colonel Weatherford 
in Meecham's lane Splashing along with hounds, We arranged to 
lunch at his house on the pretext that he had Something or 
other he wanted to read to me. ‘eas 

When I arrived the Colonel was in the dining room standing 
in front of & buffet, his legs far apart, his hands behind his 
back, rocking slowly on his heels and contemplating two bottles 
of wine, one a Madeira of 1838, with the legend, "bottled for 


jighhe ay 
Bey gay Parrento", below ghéeh was 2 small sticker 


Senor | 


reading, “From the Estate. of Henry Philbin, 22 Faaage Street, 
1851", The other a bottle of burgundy, Clos de Vougedt, 1883, 
"It is a filthy day, Pendleton," the Colonel remarked. "I have 
no heart for o bottle of claret. It's not that kind of a day. 
Which will it bet as I answered, The Colonel stood 
contemplating the Clos de Vougeot wistfully, "All right, 
Pendleton, but don't forget that the imperial troops of France 


never passed the Clos de Vougeot without presenting arms," a\ 
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There are few pleasanter recreations than toying over a 
bottle of ancient wine ang Chatting of this and that, ancvas 
we left the table I had the feeling that most of the world's 


ills had been attended to anda corrected, 


Upon reaching the library the Colonel gathered up two or 
three musty volumes bound in brow buckram, took them over to 
his desk, looked at me over the rim of his glasses as though 
he were addressing a schoolboy, and Said, "Now, then, Pendleton, 
about there having been no horses in New Jersey in Golonial days, 
Nothing but motors, I located these three volumes of the New 
Jersey Historical Society records = they contain copies of all 
newspaper items published in cOlonial days concerning the colony 
of New Jersey. There is absolutely no question in my mind as to 
their having horses in colonial days. Listen to some of these 
advertisements and notices. 

"Here is a fellow named Hugg who owned a horse called 
Yorick, probably a fair sort of a horse:" 

WET atand this senten at the house of the 
Subscriber, the famous horse YORICK, who was ime 
ported last season by John Foxcroft, Esq. 

He is a full bred hunter, He is 15 hands 

and an inch, Made very Strong and neat. His 

Carriage and courage equal if not Superior to 

any horse in America. The terms is 20 Shillings 

and a half dollar to the groom. Mares will be 

kept by the subscriber at 10 Shillings six pence 

per week, | 

Joseph Hugg. = 

"You know, Pendleton, that style of advertisement rather 

appeals to me. It's chatty and enthusiastic. Look what old 


Hugg tells us about Yorick, He says he is famous, that he is 
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a hunter, that he is full bred, that he ig made very strong 


and neat, that his Carriage and courage is equal if hot superior 
to any horse in America, and certainly considering the diffi- 
culties of the times in which Mr. Hugg lived with Hessian troops 
flying up and dow the roads of New Jersey, twenty shilligs » 
seems fair enough for a horse that was neat and famous and with 

& Carriage superior to any horse in America, Compare that ad- 
vertvisement with the restrained efforts of this sophisticated 
age." The Colonel asked me to hand him a copy of the Thorough- 
bred Record, "Now then, Pendleton, take William Woodward's. 


advertisement of Gallant Fox. Listen, 


* i | Gallant Fox. $3,000, No Return. 
Bay, 1987. By Sir Gallahad IiI, Marguerite 
| ta by Celt. 


Property of Belair Stud, 


4t 


Very dignified and practical, but not as good reading as old 


Huge. 
"Hear what some of these other fellows say about their 


horses," He turned to the advertisements of stallions, 


The brown horse, "Falstaff" of Perth Amboy 
ts who was got by "Old Cade" and "is the stoutest 
of Cade's get", 


| "Young Spark" —~ to be kept at Peter Coven 
haven's near Brunswick. "His dam by a genteel 
Mar Any person inclining to send their mares 
Will have them covered at three dollars for the 
Season, " 


"The Raven", a three quarter blood horse, 


14 hands 3 inches, and as handsome as any horse . 
on the entire Continent. Stud fee at Pistole," \? 


fone great horse, "Hero", bred by John 
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Holme, Esq., of Carlisle in Qld Engl 
and, got 
"Young Sterling" by old "Sterling!". 15 hades, 


and i8 allowed to be the most 
ever Seen in America, t! complete horse 


Mr. Rhea's "Imported Frederick", 4 
. e is 15 
hands, and perhaps the most complete horse in 


América, He was got by "Hobgoblini out of Lord 
Godolphin's "Golden Lock" mare, 4 
“ famous "Firetail" mare, , a 


Mr. John Budd's horse "Swan", He Stands at 
& Pistole at Salem, West New Jersey; stands 15 


| "Pendleton, this Mr. Budd had a very notable horse in 
Swan. I would like to have seen him. It's no wonder he was 
proud of the horse. Look what he could do, 'He has been 
learned to pace and goes as fast as any horse on the continent, 
He trots and gallops very light, and runs fast.' Itts a wonder 
Lord Howe or Sir Henry Clinton didn't take him back to England, " 

The Colonel paused to re-light his pipe, then went on. 

"The Rutherfords were a very useful, forward-looking family in 
the Colony and Still have their roots deep in the soil of New 
Jersey. Listen to this announcement. They brought some fine 


blood into the County. Note the Childers blood in this horse, 


For the Improvement of the Breed of Horses in 
this and the neighboring Governments: 


Notice is hereby given; That there is kept at 
Trenton, by Mr. Robert Rutherford, a very fine 
Stallion from Ireland, well know by the name of 
Young Tifter, 


Young Tifter was bred by the Hon. Charles ae 
O'Neil, Eeq., of Stains Castle, in Ireland, and iA 
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begot by the famous lifter brought from England. by 


vhe Right Hon, Arthur Hilt, Esq.; who wag begot by 


» the best. twelve stone horse in 


Toulous Barb, and bred out of Oream Cheeks, full 
sister to Leeds, and Grand Dam to 01d Ch lders, 6 
The present Tifterts Dam was the famous rimrose, 
Pager bee to Dimple, and her dan daughter to Wasp » 


| 
Robert Rutherford, # 


The Colonel turned some pages to where he had the next 
marker, started to read to himself, and suddenly clarea at 
the page as though doubting his own eyes, "God bless me, 


Pendleton. This is an informal and extraordinary point of view, ' 


The noted horse, "Scipio", formerly kept by 
Mr. Gershorn, will stand at 50 shillings. As it¢ 
is reported by designing persons that the above 
horse is not the noted Scipio", so those gentle. 
men who breed their mares Shall have the season 
gratis, 


"The "noted Seipio" would appear to have lived under a 
slight cloud, " 

The Colonel went on to the next item, again reading to 
himself, After covering a line or two he removed his glasses, 
looked at them as though they must need polishing, wiped them 
with his handkerchief, started Teading again, and immediately 
muttered, "God bless me.” What & horse, Listen to this, 


Pendleton, 


The Notable Horse Ragamuffin, ie a 
The property of the subscriber, Imported 
from Pennsylvania. 
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Between 5 and 25 years of age this erass. in 
bad order, Will cover this sébben within two 
miles of the Ghurch in Rahway, at 39°1/6 dollars 
the season, "Ragamuffin" is 4 very ugly white horse 
with gray legs, mane and tail, two black feet, star 
and snip; he is of full Size, thirteen hands high, 
badly made for his height; and igs allowed by very 


and movements, He was got by "Nunshi", 8 noted 
horse, who, a few years since, was rode by a gentle 
man, then an Adjutant in a Tegiment of Lazy Greys 
with universal ridicule, “"Nunshitg" Sire was "Old 
Deformity", of whom he had a very striking likeness; 
his grandsire by "Blunder" , who, when about to start 
in a race, had the good fortune to fall, breaking 

his own neck and that Of his rider, His brothers 
were "Old Slack", "Sioven!t and "Inactivity", all 
famous horses; their performances exactly correspond~ 
ing with their names, "Racamuffin" though wanting 
the beauties of those Capital horses, is fully 
possessed of all their deformities. Those persons 
who choose to have their mates covered by "Ragamuffin" 
will be charged no more than 10 Shillings per week 
for each mare's Pasture, as they will feed on the 


The above horse being thought a dangerous animal, 
two grooms will constantly attend him during the | 
season of covering to prevent hin doing the least | 
mischief. The grooms will expect a small fee, 


(Signed) J, Stanbury. 


When it finally dawned upon the Colonel that this ad 


vertisement, which SO frankly and fearlessly depicted the 

Qualities of Ragamuffin, had been inserted in the New Jersey 
4 Journal by some local jester of the day, he took it in good 
part. 


The telephone called the Colonel from his reading and he 
handed me one of the volumes to browse through pending his 


return, I left the marked items for the Colonel to read, and 


Simply opened the book at random, A 4 
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I-was struck with John Miller's appraisal of his wif 


e 
| *) 
Mary, but even more go with Mary! a 


S stamina, } 


NOTICE, 


Whereas Mary Arnold, wife of John Millar, 
has eloped from his bed and board, and hes 
taken away his goods and property, and has 
continued drunk for six weeks, and is Likely 


to continue so I am determined to ay no debts 
of her contracting, | ae , 


John Millar, 
Elizabethtown, 


ta, Ry SD 
It was positively tober iy Poe these old books jumped 
| :é 
from things tragic to mundane . / 
Cnmediately following Mr, 


“Millar's sallant characterization 


of Mary, appeared 


\ 


Lieutenant General Sir Henry Clinton, 
| 3 Knight of the Bath, 
to . 


Lord George Germaine, 
One of His Majesty's Secy. of States. 
‘ My Lord ~ I have the honor to inform Your 
_ Lordship that pursuant to Hig Majesty's 


instructions, I evacuated Philadelphia at 
three o'clock in the morning. 


And speaking of Sir Henry Clinton I am inclined to think he is 


worth knowing more about, for a page or two further on I again 


| A 
encountered him, in the role of a letter writer, brief and to 
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the point, 
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poet Henry writes to the Governor: 
Had I a soul Capable of harboring so infamous 


«x. Clinton, K. B,! 


ne 


The book jumped from Sir Henry to Colonel Lowry's 
effort to dispose of a light fingered and Liquor.-stealing . 


Slave. 


TQ BE SOLD VERY REASONABLY, 
SS encanta gi a 


A negro man (house servant) of about 32 or 35 
years of age. A good tempered, ingenious, handy 
fellow. Can shave and dress a wig very well, and 
is sold for faults which will not be likely to affect 
&@ purchaser who need not intrus¢ a servant with 
liquor or the laying out of money. Enquire of Col, 
Thomas Lowry, in Flemington, or the Printer of the 
Journal. 


Then, to Mr. Furman's wench for whom he wanted a good 


Tound sum, 


A negro wench about 30 and her son about 7 
years old. Both very healthy, and remarkably 
stout and strong. The wench is used to all kinds 
of country work both indoors and out. The price 
is $1200, 


, Moore Furman, | 4 
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A fox hunter lost hig hound and it interested me’, his- 
torically, that in 1778 an owner would offer so liberal a 


reward, 


STRAYED OR STOLEN, 
ma DO TOLEN, 


A Fox Hound of a pretty large size, White 
with yellow spots on his Side. His ears Long 
and spotted with yellow and white, and a lo 
tail. Whoever will leave word with the Printer 
or at Mr. Winan'ts Tavern, where the Said hound 
may be had shall receive thirty dollars reward, 


There was a note reminiscent of the problems and per. 
plexities which beset the French and Belgian breeders during 


the Great War in the following notice, 


_ The distinguished Stallion, "Bay Richmond" 
who was removed from Long Bridge upon the 
approach of the Hessians, is now returned, 


Life in 1776 seemed much a counterpart of life today. 
People acquiring things and getting rid of them again. 
Social notes of those in high places jumbled together with 


the tragedies of those whom fortune neglected. I read on, 


Having engaged myself to enter upon the work 
of making Epsom Salts at Little Ege Harbor, I 
offer my Sorrel Mare for sale. Gentlemen in- 
clined to try her will make inquiries of the Printer, 


Why the manufacture of Epsom Salts should have been inimical 


to maintaining a Sorrel Mare was not evident, 
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TO BE SOLD, 


An excellent Chair horse, He ig Something in 
years, but the price Will be in proportion. Also 
to be sold a likely young nhegro wench for no fault, 


Benjamin Smith, 


TO BE SOLD. 


A handsome pair of Grey Geldings with or with. 
—6COut a phaeton, and a negro wench with her child of 
two years Old, a wagon, and two milch COWS. 


Enquire of Printer, 


Yesterday being his Majesty's birthday an 
elegant entertainment was given by His Excellency, 
General Tryon, at which were present the Governor 
of New Jersey, etc., etc. <A Toast was drunk to a 
Speedy suppression of the Rebellion, 


TO BE SOLD BY THE SUBSCRIBER 
IN MOUNT HOLLY, NEW JERSEY 


A stout, healthy negro boy, about seven years 
Old. Has had small pox and measles and is warranted 
sound. 


Henry Jones, 


I was very much impressed with the Openness and frankness 
with which victims of horse trades took the public into their 
confidence, There was undoubtedly a tinge of bad feeling be- 
tween Mr. Cock and Mr, Egbert as evidenced by the following: 


Whereas, I, the subscriber, did on the 27th 
day of .last month purchase a black horse know as 
the Dutch Minister's Black Horse of Amwell, of a ) 
certain David Cock, of Readington, and in the Yj 
evening of the said day he delivered in the dark \l 
a horse of 25 years of age to defraud me, and now 


olf 


\s nual p» i08 Is OT 


vomoe ai oH .sanod tie) tnolleoxe mA 
08 molsroqotq mf [ftw eoitgq odd ud ,.aTSsy 
-tiust om tot domew orgen gayoy yleitl s Sloe ad ov 


eft ine coins tmod 


2GtO8 BE OF 


-ditiw to diiw tbfed veto to tieq emoabiuasd A | 
to Bitdo ted déiw donew orgen 3 bas ,metesandq 6 tuo 
eewoo dofim ows bas ,mogsw s .Ofo atsesy ows 


etetaicnd to etrinupad 


a3 Xabdiz tc a'ydestsM aid yaied yabroteeY 
ZH yd sevin eaw tnomnaistretae daszele 
“ont svob m tmeastq etow doldw ts .noytT Lerened 
& o¢ Amixrh asw fasoT A .oto ,,0d9 ,yse@tel wel to 
olifedsH oft to mofesesrqque ybeega 


odate SHT Ya qica da oT. / 
WH .YUJOH THUOM UI Re 


aresy mevea tuods ,.yod orgen ydil(sed .tuota A | | : 
a Te @f Bas asflasem bas xog [Isma bed 28H = 
: i _Baiar9 


joes Beno yraeh 
eee 7 
seontaert bas agenieqo add av iw besaerquit doum ytfev asw i | 
tiedd otai oiiduq eft Aoot agbsti satod to amitoiv doidw addin 
=o athe? ‘er ” eaatt « ylbetduobay sew etadl  .somebttaco 
| ah sees ve i foe Th baa 900 wri aeow? 


hein te% te > «% 


ss beef ie nae ad aigixso 
ab pr ¥ab ise odd gninsve 


 ~Won pag Po besates Ot ogs To atssy SS to serond 5 


~1— 


Nicholas Bk . 
May 1, 1778. 7 ao" 


It interested me to stumble across a reference to Princeton 
University and note ite flourishing condition in war times, 


: L 
Doctor Witherspoon Seemed most optpmistic, 


I announce with Satisfaction that although 
there — Only 10 proper College Members at Nassau 


constantly upon the ground, and that another pro- 
fessor has now been chosen, 


John Witherspoon, 


Never, I think, have I explored the pages of a book which 
touched upon so many authentic, personal records of minor and 
major happenings, many of them conjuring up pictures of the 


long ago. What service, I wondered, was Lieut. Colonel Anthony 


W. White engaged upon during the battle of Trenton, by which 
his horse strayed away. I even found myself wondering how the 
Strawberry roan became rowelled in the breast. The occurrence 


certainly suggested a seat as awkward as uncomfortable, 


$30.00 REWARD, 


Strayed away the 28th day of June from the 
Subscriber, near the field of battle, a strawberry 
roan horse, about 15 hands high. Has a very high 
carriage, trots rough, and frequently goes a rack, 
He has a blind brand on his near buttocks, a brown » | 
muzzle, a remarkable wart on the tip of his left | 
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Car, and has lately been rowelled 
Any person taking up said horse and delivering 


him to Mr, R, Williams tavern k t 
Shall receive the reward, APE ARTEEM "7 


on his breastw 


Anthony W. White 
Lieut. Col. L. D, 


Following the brave Colonel White's appeal for his horse 


Mr. Peter Hulick, of Trenton, had a neat announcement, 


Peter Hulick, Staymaker of Trenton, Ladies 
by sending their length before and the width of 
the top and bottom may be comfortably fitted, 


Weil <3 turaeay 

Foidewing Mr. Hulick's apppad, to the ladies was a stallion 
sanowtiiieed tnt Pluckamin, in the very heart of the present 
Essex Hunt Country,“ in fact from the Same village where hounds 
had met the day the Colonel and I hunted with them. I could 
but be impressed with the fact that one hundred fifty years 
ago a thoroughbred horse as large as sixteen hands had stad 


in that county and been described as an elegant and high bred 


hunter, 


The ensuing season at Major Richard McDonald's, 
near Pluckamin, the elegant and high-bred hunter 
called "Ajax", full 16 hands high, moves well, for 
he walks, trots and canters as light as apony. It 
is expected from the justness of his make and action 
that he will get fine horses, 


The Colonel returned from wrestling with a long distance 


telephone call and remarked that we had certainly demonstrated 


the existence of horses in Colonial times, but that he a 
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to look up some Teferences to foxes and fox hunting which he 
had discovered in the index, I had not the slightest idea 
that fox hunting had assumed any great proportions in New 
Jersey in Polonial days until the Colonel read the following 
letter from the p Z 

ennsylvania Gazette, but printed in the New 


Jersey Historical records because it referred to that state. 
| -) = 


FOX HUNTING — 4 LETTER FROM A 
JERSEY FARMER, 


and he read: 


Awhile America with the most laudable ardour 
is endeavoring to preserve her freedom, I am sorry 
to see so many Of her sons like the foolish women 
pulling down with her hands the house the wise have 
DULLE Rex k eRe Ree _ 3 2 address my Brethern 
Farmers and request their attention to a particular 
Species of luxury that immediately concerns us. [ 
mean Fox Hunting, which is got to such a surprising 
lead within these few years that it is becomin 
dangerous in some places for a man to think himself 
SO much Master of his own lands as to attempt to 
hinder these freebooters from ravaging every part 
of it at their pleasure, As the law is explicit, 
what have we to blame but our own Supineness for 
suffering ourselves to be treated like Vassals by 
Fox Hunters. Nor let any be deterred from showing 
their dislike to this domineering sport from a fear 
of being ridiculed and sneered at, For be assured 
you will have the applause of the virtuous, the © 
wise and the prudent, and the sneers of them who 
are galloping merrily on in the highways to 
destruction are not worth a thought. 


(Signed) A New Jersey Farmer.\ 


Some two weeks later a fellow farmer took up the defense 
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of fox hunting as farmers have done in all aces; 


/ 


sw 


" - Betvees od tot wis boteene bas hefvotbtr aated to 


; Deter ts cualng pp ats: ve, wh seed 


y 
U 


J ~bf- 


ef doldw Saivnaud xo? bas sexot OF eeometotet ems qu X00! OF 
sebl #astieile oft fon Dad TI  ,xebnt ost at Detevoosld bad 
well af anetizogotq tserg yas bemvees bad galttaud xot dace 
gniwolfot sat bset Leno Lod ed¢ [itay eysb {etaolo0 al yoete. 
well oft al betaizg tud FF O560 sineviveaned edt mort tesvel 


"Stats taft of Herzretet tf eauseoed shrooer IsoltroteiH yeetot 
Ca . 


A MOAT MATTEL A ~ OMITMUH XOF 
sHEMAAT YGSHAL 


‘bsex ed brs 


svobhts ofdsbesl teom ong dtiw sotremA of ftdW* 
yrroa ms I .mobesett «od svteestq o¢ gnitoveshae ai 
- gemow datioot oft exif anos ted to yosnt 08 998 OF 
Sve saiw oft sewod oft Shaad von détw awob aati fig 
| stedterd yr epetbhbs I . tnekeeaeaneae FL by 
teivotiteq s ov aolinetis tleit teesper Sas eremtret 
I ,@7 antsonoo yloetsibemmt wadd yruxul to setosge 
pas ie gntebrotye & dove ot too ei dofiriw .anitnwH xo¥ msom 
|. -gaimooed at tk tet arsoy wot ezodt atdtiw bael 
PP tfoamtr antd? of mam = tot ssosiq emoa ni @yotegmab 
| ot tgmstis of 86 abngl awo aid to tetasM doum oa 
vIsq Yreve saigsveat mort ereyoodssrt essedt rebnid 
Lan kd ib aiwei oft aA .otwvansigq tiedt ts ti to - 
“~~ “Sot easnenique nwo so tud omsid ot ow evead tedw 
4 ight aiseasY exif betsers ad ot sevieatso gaitstive 
~ gartwors | 
tset s 


wOLTT berreteb ed yas tel rou .arestaeH xoF 
“dtoga gnizsenimoh aidt ot stifeatbh tiedt 


edt ,evouttiv ot to saysiqgs oft eved ILiw yoy 
Me wees to ga ont bos ,tneburq odt bas seiw 
: . .@f ayews eigv ai ao yfirtem snigofiss sts 
iA “* apatite ‘akseeus s dirow ton ote moltouttash 


a  ftomest yoorel Wet A (bogie) 


ay 2 


ae 


eensteb oft qu xoot tomtet wolfel s reisl adesw owt smoe 


* 
‘ 


eects ip, 1808* 48 at oad eved atomrst es gattnud xot to 


#4 AM ‘ 


ee a ee, ee, oe ee aneta’ mn 


~15. 


liessrs. Hall & Sellers 
Publishers Pennsylvania Gazette, 


Gentlemen: 


I am an aged farmer man who have enjoyed 
much good living in my time for which I acknowledge 
myself indebted to the city markets for enabling me 
tO procure not as & Purchaser, but as a Seller, «+s 

When I reflect on this it makes my blood 
run cold that any Jersey farmer Should have been so 


that they may do by accident in pursuit of these 
noxious animals, What Surprises me also is the 
oddity of this man, 

He calls Fox Hunting a luxury and then 
Tails on these good friends of oursS#eseeeexae 

Let me ask him how we should dispose of 
our Water Melons, if it were not for the assistance 
of Luxury. He certainly must know that they are of 
no kind of use as food, 


(Signed) A New Jersey Farmer, 


The Colonel sat ruminating upon these ancient letters, 
He was a great antiquarian at heart and enjoyed digging into 
the past, "Pendleton," he said, "those letters were printed 
in the Pennsylvania Gazette, Number 6144, of January eoth , 
1770. Fox Hunting had become so popular, so much on people's 
minds in New Jersey that the press was apparently willing to 
donate any amount of space to the subject. That was in 1770, 
Pendleton. Why, God bless me, that was before Beckford wrote, 


‘Personally I don't believe they ever hunted what we woula call 
a a of fox hounds in England much prior to 1725. Ana 


Pendleton, don't get the idea that these Jersey sportsmen y 
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chased grey foxes around Jersey Swamps. Listen to this: 


‘2 


FRYDAY, THE 15TH JANUARY, 1713, 


At a Council held in Burlington the bill en- 
titled an act for the encouraging the Killing of 
wolves, panthers and red foxes was read the second 
time and committed to the gentlemen of the Council 
Or any five of them, 


"Pendleton, the Council was not Concerned with grey foxes 
but with red foxes, who must have been so numerous in 1713 as 
to have become a menace, Do you remember being brought up on 
the theory that the red fox was imported into the Colonies 
from England and first planted on the Hastern shore of Maryland?" 
That the sporting colonists were heckled by the reform 


element was evidenced by the following: 


Yon Saturday, December isth, 1761, the House 
of Assembly of Nora Ceesaria (New Jersey) met, His 
Excellency, Josiah Hardy, Esq., Captain General, 
Governor and Commander in Chief in and over the 
province, gave his assent to an act to effectually 
present horse racing in the Province of New. Jersey. \ 


The. Colonel read a dozen or more notices of horse races 
and match races which indicated that horse racing was perhaps 
the Colony's most popular diversion, As the Colonel was 
Skimming through these notices he Stopped, then said, 
"Pendleton, on our way over to Far Hills, New Jersey, we passed 


through Morristowm. Do you remember quite a large public square 


in the center of the town? Listen to this;" 
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Ar be run for round the cours 
€ on Morris 
Town green on Tuesday, the fifth day of November, 


Loe at Silver tankard of the value of twenty 


Free for any horse, mare of eldi 
; S not ex- 
ceeding three quarters bred, carrying me Bw for 
age and blood, Three year Olds, half blood to 


one 


carry/ Seven stone. the best three two mile heats 
to wih the plate, Two dollars and a half entrance 


Or double at the post. Th 
Al aay. € entrance to be run for 


"That," said the Colonel, "was a Sportsman's event, They 
were running for plate only and did not ask that the entrance 
money be used to defray the cost of the plate. The Committee 
threw the entrance money in, to be run for the next daye 

~Twenty.pounds, That was a lot of money in those days, 
Pendleton, where do you suppose that old tankard went to? 
Wouldn't Harry Worchester Smith enjoy stumbling upon that 
trophy? I'll wager he'd Ship it over to Far Hills and talk 
those chaps into putting it in competition again. 1770, 
Why that's as old as the St. Ledzer Stakes, " 

I was particularly impressed with the Simple, unemotional 
style in which events were recorded, The two boys mentioned 


in the news item appealed to me, 


hora ist, 1779. A gang of robbers made a 
raid into New Jersey and stole 20 horses from 
Pompton Plains. A group of young men gave chase 
recapturing eleven horses, Two boys followed the 
robbers all the way to Hobuck. There one of the ub 

boys went down a steep bank to the river where he ia 
Saw a block house, Looking in he saw one of the | 
robbers with a pistol in his hand and carbine on 
the table. Opening the door the boy shot the man 
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dead. The shot brought Soldiers, The two bols dis- 
charged their two Pistols and Carbine, upon which 


the soldiers dispersed, and the boys rode back to 
Latiding, ; ‘ ; 


It was Surprising to note that even as early as 1740 the 

Superiority of Virginian and Maryland horses was recognized, 
for the conditions of Over half the races read, "Open to any 
horse except those bred in Virginia and Maryland", 

By all odds the most common advertisement was for horses 
which had strayed away. In at least 6ighty—five per cent. of 
cases Na sore back" was given as one of the distinguishing 
marks of these horses, indicating that the Colonials used very 
bad saddles, slouched in their Saddles, or rode unconscionable 
long hours, I ventured the belief that the frequency with 


which horses seemed to stray out on the roads was probably due 


to the lack of suitable fencing in a new colony. "Not a bit 

of it, Pendleton, not a bit of it," sputtered the Colonel. 

"God bless me, these poor horses were popping out of every in- 

closure from Hobuck to Cape May to give their backs a chance to 

heal. The damn thing makes me boil. A hundred thousand horses 

trudging in the red Clay roads of New Jersey with sore backs, " 
The Colonel went on thumbing the pages Searching for an 

entry of interest and finally found something which engrossed 

him. He re-lit his pipe, read the article again, and looked 

over at me. Indignation at sore backs was a thing of the past, 


"Pendleton," he said, “this picture starts my imagination ante 
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Came to the Plantation of the Subscriber on 
the 4th instant & dark brown horse, 14 hands high, 
and a small brindled dog also came with him, The 


Owner is desired to come Tove propert charges 
and take them away. tnk hsb bb fo! 


John Watson, Jr, 
of Nottingham, New Jersey, 


"Pendleton, small brindled dogs don't ag & Tule stray away 
from their homes, No. When that horse wandered out on the 
highway at night and Started out to see the world the little 
dog concerned himself in the matter and went along with the 
intent of keeping an eye on the horse and perhaps persuading 
him to return. I didn'+ notice this advertisement yesterday 
when I looked through the book, but I did see a notice some- 
where to the effect that the horse and dog had been claimed by 
& minister, and that the travelers had wandered some e€ighty— 
one miles from home, Just picture, Pendleton, what that little 
dog went through on that eighty-one miles, The horse could 
feed and browse as he traveled but there is nothing sustaining 
to a small brindied dog in grass and weeds, The dog couldn't 


leave the horse lest he not locate him again, yet the dog had 


to explore countless rear yards and pantry entrances, generally 
on the run, to pick up a snack here and there, And think of 

all the towns and villages they passed through, the horse placid, 
secure, undisturbed, but the little dog attacked by every 
butcher's mongrel for eighty-one miles, Then they came to 

Mr, Watson's place in Nottingham, and that gentleman shut the 
horse in the barn, God bless me, Pendleton, but that faithful 


little dog must have heaved a sigh of relief when he heard the 


door close on that horse, I can see the dog stretching out in 
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the sun on Mrs, Watson's back porch worryingys bit about things 
at home, his buried bones and his various little daily interests, 
but saying to himself, 'Well, thank God this Skylarking is over!,# 


The Colonel's interest and Sympathy were aroused by the 
case Of William Hambleton, 
es ~ Perth Amboy 
20 Pounds Reward, 
4& prisoner made his escape from Jonathan 
Hampton, Sheriff, vig:— William Hambleton, a 
lusty, ill favored, dirty, Slouching butcher, 


J Onathan Hampton 
| Sheriff, 


N. Be. He went off With his son and daughter 


in a two wheeled cart much like himself for 
rigging, 


The Colonel's interest was augmented by reason of our 
finding three further references to the butcher for readers of 
the sheriff's notice kept reporting to the newspaper that they 
had seen the butcher from time to time as he traversed the 
entire state en route to Philadelphia, 

The Colonel, beyond any man of my acquaintance, had the 
gift of story, Given a situation which interested and appealed 
to him he immediately conjured a complete story, The Sheriff 


was a brazen, bullying politician of the worst order, AB a 


public servant he had no license to characterize & prisoner as 
an ill favored, dirty, slouching butcher, nor refer to his two 
wheeled cart in a derogatory manner. The Colonel resented the 


business, The butcher became a great, lusty, powerful, good 
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natured, sport-loving, easy-going individual, anda devoted 
= 


parent. Upon effecting hig escape from the sheriff he located 


his horse, which thebol one1 assured me was a lean, raking, 
quick moving, flea-bitten erey mare, hitched her to & dashing 
two-wheeled carta hich cart, the Colonel said it was, 
Climbed upon the Seat, chirped softly to the mare, and the two 

of them Slipped through the dark Elizabethtown Streets, He 

“Yocated his two children, woke them, told them to pull on their 
duds and come Quickly and Quietly. While they were dressing 
the Colonel assured me the butcher located a big hooker of rum 
for himself, went to a private cache, extracted a few pieces 
of eight, and off the thes of them started across the colony 
to escape gaol and the sheriff. "God bless me, Pendleton," 
Said the Colonel, "picture the feelings, the excitement, the 
emotions of those two little children aroused in the middle of 
the night, hoisted up to that high cart, knowing that their 
father was escaping from gaol. Bless me, but I envy that boy. 


To him his father was a great man." "But, Colonel," I reo 


monstrated, "Ghere is nothing in the notice to indicate that 
the children were young. It Just Says son and daughter," 
"Tommy rot, Pendleton, tommy7rot. Escaping butchers don'¢ 
take grown-up children with them. No, the girl was eleven, 
the boy was thirteen, Ring the bell, Pendleton, We need a 
whiskey and soda," 


We turned to some notes about Princeton, 
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The Rev. Mr, President Finley having been initiated 
a8 President of the College at Prince Town on Oct, 2, 
thought fit to make an Oration, The Composition was 
made up with such purity of diction; flowing and 
harmonious periods; the pronunciation so exact and 


elegant, that no one but so great a master of the Roman 
language could have effected it, 


Nassau Hall — Prince Town in New Jersey on Monday, 
Sept. 39, 1757 — Aaron Burr, President of the College 
died. He was born in Fairfield, Conn. His education 
he had at Yale College which is in New Haven in Conn, 


Penn Gazette July 16, 1761, 
Lottery of the College at Prince Town. 


In order to enable the College to continue, the 
following lottery is presented, 


10,000 tickets at 4 dollars or 40,000 dollars, 


5,337 prizes, 
6,663 blanks, 


"Pendleton, I suppose having had itfs inception in a lottery 
explains the apparent difficulty Princeton experiences in seeing 
eye to eye with the Harvard puritans. The churches did the same 


thing." 


The Penn. Gazette No, 1562. 
Nov. 30 — 1758, 


A lottery has been erected and will be drawn on 
Bills—Island for raising 1500 Pieces of Eight to be 
applied to the use and finishing of the Church of 
England in the City of New Brunswick in East New 
Jersey. , 


The lottery consists of 3500 tickets at four 
Pieces of Eight each, 1060 of which are to be 


fortunate. \\. 
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"And look at the next entry, Pendleton, One moment they 


are promoting the honor of religion, then they are dealing in 


Slaves," 


On board the Schooner Hannah lying in the 
River Delaware near Mr, Cooper's Ferry, @ cargo 
of likely Negroes just imported in said Schooner 
direct from the coast of Guinea, on which I would 
be pleased to quote terms, 


Joseph Griswold, 


New York Mercury ~ Nov, 18, 1756, 
ema 


Run away - a Negro wench named Molly. Three 
weeks out of small pox — bred in Bermuda, 

Any person that will deliver said wench to the 
workhouse in Philadelphia shall have 20 shillings 
reward paid at the London Coffee House, 


These old newspapers were replete with time tables and 
schedules of coaches and wagons. The journey from New York to 
Philadelphia was not one to be undertaken lightly. Mr. Butler 


Seemed to have worked out the best route we read about, 


From the New York Mercury June 13, 175% 
Philadelphia to New York. 


John Butler with his wagon sets out on Tuesdays 
from the Sign of the death of the Fox in Strawberry 
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"AND THE SECOND IS LIKE UNTO IT! 


by 


GORDON GRAND. 
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"AND THE SECOND I8 LIKE yyTOo IT," 


He rode up to me at the meet, "The Herr Secretary? # 


he asked, Temoving his ridiculous looking cap, "Please, I 
would like to be of the hunt, Only for today yet Herr 
Secretary, " 

He was an incongrous figure on & horse in his Sheepskin 
coat and Senber black trousers tucked in to the tops of a 
pair of high lumberman!s Shoes, His hands were enclosed in 
naw} bright} yellow gloves with imitation fur at the wrists, -— 
such as are sold to teamsters by country Stores, A long, 
Skinny black whip, reminiscent of toy shop Windows, hung 
Suspended from his left forearm. 

He was of a Squat, thick build, with a Shaggy, unkept 
beard which Seemed to cover the greater part of his face, 
Above the beard sat a dull brown cap with an exaggerated ail 
visor and a length of tape around the crown, the purpose of 


which I did not grasp. 
As I was Surveying him, Colonel Weatherford, the Master, 
rode up with hounds. The man turned to me with a glow in 
his mild blue eyes, "The Herr Mastor," he enquired anxiously, 
I nodded. Weatherford drew nearer. The man straightened him 
self, assumed a military position, and removed his cap. I saw 
& Questioning look pass over the Colonel's face. He surveyed 
the visitor from head to foot, acknowledged the Salute, and 
rode on, a 


. , ~~ 
2) Pores = “~» 
veltrey the ex- 


tent to which this man irritated and annoyed the members of Pa 
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It would be a long, exhaustive task to 
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the Millbeck Hunt that day. But in fairness to my Old friends 


I plead that their irritation was well founded, The man 
exercised absolutely no control over his horse. He gave no 
indication of being sensible of having a horse under him, 

He climbed on the heels of other horses, He crossed in front 
of us as we galloped to Our fences, endangering our very lives, 
He twice fell off, necessitating the catching of his horse, 
His mount stepped on Enid Ashley's horse's hind shoe, twist- 
ing and Pulling it off so that Enid lost her day's sport. As 
his final act of devastation he bowled Over an exceedingly 
good hound which was coming in from a wood-ride. I+ costs a 
great deal of money to Support horses and hounds and all the 
paraphernalia that goes with a Wunt, and when all is said and 
done those who furnish the sinews are entitled to pursue their 
sport in some measure of peace and security, 

As ill luck would have it, we found a twisting fox in 
Three Spires Uplands. He doubled sak Antica and refused to 
leave the covert, necessitating our galloping up the wood- 
rides, harking; then, as hounds turned, galloping down again. 
It is a tremendous covert, and we must have done this half a 

| h~ Ober 
dozen times, for you dare not let hounds get out of hearing» 
and every time Colonel Weatherford passed us seeking his place 
at the head of the hunt the stranger would Quickly assume his 
rigid military seat and remove his cap, 
At the end of one of these fruitless Pilgrimages the 
Colonel beckoned to me. I rode over to him, "Pendleton, " 


he said, "if that Bolshevi{ looking rascal doesn't stop 
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Saluting me I will take hounds home." He sat harking to the 
hounds and glaring Straight ahead of him for some time, then 
turned, and pointing at me with his crop, said, "hn the 
Second is like unto it, Love thy neighbor as thyself. On 
these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 

God bless my soul, Pendleton, it's just i= sort of im- 
Possible precepts that deter a large part of mankind from 
paying attention to any precepts, It's all damned tommy rot 
asking people to do the impossible." Hounds turned just below 
us and again ssayed the ridge, The Colonel spun his horse 


around and jogged off, 


id 


Our fox finally broke covert and layed a@ brilliant course 
for the foot of Smithboro Hill, with hounds on hig back. For 
thirty exhilarating minutes of a rare, fresh fall day we 
galloped over one of the fairest lands in Christendom, Then, 


thinking of his home covert, the fox made a great loop and 


headed back for my fot Spires Uplands, 


G our 


ie-eLong up front with Colonel Weatherford 
when far off to our right we saw a riderless, galloping horse, 
If you have hunted alt Salata life. & riderless horse raises a4 
question in your mind; “fos any one been hurt? I saw the 
Colonel looking towards the horse, s eheasotes yy par to be 
recognized. Then we came upon them, Ne’ had her ane =A arms 
carrying her across the great upland sheep pasture that runs 
from Three Spires Hill to Wendover, 

The Colonel turned in his saddle, called to the field to 


go on with hounds, and he and I galloped towards the man, \ } | 
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forones Weatherford fairly hurled his huge frame to the ground, 
/ handed me the reins anda Strode over to the man, "Here, hand 
i Miss Sedgewick to me, hand her to me. I will carry the child," 
The man Stopped, stood erect, and looked at Colonel Weatherford 
) with those mild blue eyes of his, Something of grandeur 
\ iauctii him, "The Herr Mastor will permit me to carry the 
eaves tance. I have knowledge of such things. I ama 
vatter many times yet and a docktor chemeest, # 
That man, a stranger, a foreigner, and uncouth -looking, 
was holding in his arms perhaps the most precious thing in 
the world to John Weatherford, TI have known the Colonel for 


many years and in all this time I seldom knew him to be 


: ta ved 
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crossed. His eyes narrowed just a tinge and the two men 
Looked at each other} then the Ooltuelturaee, reached for 
his horse, and we walked On. ae 

It was a long, trying walk over a very rough stretch of 
land, yet that squat, powerful German carried the child as a 
skilled nurse might cross a room with a fretful infant. 
Mary's eyes were closed and her face ghastly grey, but withal 
she looked comfortable in his arms, almost as one in a gentle 
Sleep. 

Upon reaching the road we found the Colonel's groom 
standing there with his second horse, The Colonel Called 
him. "Walsh," he said, "get these horses home, and there is 
another one tied somewhere out at the far end of that sheep 
pasture, and Miss Mary's horse is running loose. Get some— 


El y & 
one to help you and get them all home to my stable, \\" 
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A car came by and we flagged it. "Herr Mastor," said 
the man, "you will hola the Fraulein, I will myself in the 
behind seat set, You Will hand the retbem kinder to me mit 
care. You and the Herr Secretary will in the front be." 
Rebelling inwardly, and Within a hair's breadth of exploding, 
the Colonel complied, As Soon as we had started the Colonel 
turned to the man, "Do you know whether the child igs 
dangerously hurt?! 

"Nein, nein, Herr Mastor, nein. I listen to the heart 
when I was there yet with the sheeps, It is fine yet. The 
pulse, ach, it is beautiful. I count. Nein, Herr Mastor, 
the fraulein, she will be well yet as soon she comes to her 
mooter. The mooter, she will know what to do." It was very 
odd, but from the moment I first came upon the man with Mary 
in his arms a feeling of security and assurance came over me, 

Upon reaching the house I went ahead to prepare Mrs, 


Sedgwick. The man handed Mary LS the Colonel to hold, but, 
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immediateiy—he.was out of the car mp Seek her from him and 


Carried her up the stairs to where Mrs, Sedewick was waiting. 
We three sat in eae clineen awaiting the doctor's 
verdict. Presently Mrs. Sedgwick entered in Search of some- 
thing. She is a rare person in her composure and dignity / and 
understanding of all things. The man never remeved his eyes 
from her during all the time she was in the room. When she 
had. left he moved his chair closer to Colonel Weatherford, 
He had taken off his sheepskin jacket and appeared in a tight 


fitting black coat of a most unusual cut ,emed bedecked here and 


there with black braid, He sat on the very edge of his chair, 
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ait Suddenly pointed his finger at Colonel Weatherford and 
shook it at hima number of times, a liberty I had never 
seen taken before, "Herr Mastor, if the Virgin Mary had not 
been such a kind of & Mooter maybe Jesus Christ would not 
have been the same man yet," 

The Colonel looked at the man for some time, then stood 
up, moved his chair over directly in front of him, sat down, 
leaned forward, and tapped the man's knee, saying, "Tell me, 
why did you want to come fox hunting today? Did you enjoy 
it? Did you get anything out of it?" A smile passed over 
the man's face; a really lovely, gentle smile that had it/s 
inception in the heart, "Herr Mastor, I am a moosician, I 
am a docktor chemeest, but first am I a moosicians Herr 
Mastor, everythings are mooseek — the great city, the quiet 


country, the water when she moves, the machine when it goes, 


all are mooseek. But Herr Mastor, three great mooseeks 
there are. First one is when Klein] kinder play in happi- 
ness = the laugh, the quiet voices, the clapping of the 
hands, one time excited, one time so soft. That is the 
mooseek of the world when she is growing UDe 
"Second yet is the mooseek of the chase, That is an old 
mooseek Herr Mastor. It tells the story of roe see on 
hunt; when all things must hunt for their Leiber kinder, | 
"The last mooseek is the greatest mooseek of the world, 
Herr Mastor. It is men marching when it is the war. Four 


I am of the war. The tramp of mens’ feet in the night; 


years 


( _—— 


ands, the wheels of gun carriages 
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On the hard roads, the Herr Officer's voice when he makes the 


command far away. That igs the great mooseek of all the 


world; men going to death, 

"Two mooseeks I know ~ the world growing up like when 
kleine} kinder play, and the world going down like when men 
march to war. The chase mooseek I do not know so good yet. 

"Herr Mastor, two times I come here to Millbeck and Stay 
at Frau Holfstetters boarding house. I ama Shooter. I come 
to shoot the birds, and every time, Herr Mastor, when I come 
I see the hunt; the red coats, the many dogs, the horses, 
the Herr Huntsman. I hear the horses galloping, and the great 
Calling out of the dogs and the horn. A long time yet I 
listen to these things, Many miles I hurry to hear the mooseek,. 
Voenderful it is, Herr Mastor, when one hound waits for the 
other to make the cry. Does the Herr Mastor think all the 
hounds make the cry together? Nein, Nein, Herr Mastor. The 


birds, the crickets, the frogs, the hounds in the chase, 

all things that make mooseek must keep the time, I ama 

moosician. I am the first violin. Today I ask the Herr 

Secretary can I please be of the hunt for only one day yet 

so I know the chase mooseek. Six times yet Herr Mastor have , 
I instruction taken from the Herr Professor to make the horse | 


yump. If he yump Herr Mastor I am but if he do not yump then 


a | & wa Phage : 
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I don't know how much time elapsed, It might have been 
three years, perhaps four. It was the night before Thanks-— 
giving. The phone range "It is the Herr Secretary? Could I 


again yet be of the hunt tomorrow, please?n avs 
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The next morning I went over to the kennels and rode to 
the meet with Colonel Weatherford, Will Madden, the huntsman, 
and the hounds, Upon attiving at the fixture it was evident 
that Something untoward hag happened, Then Clement Hastings 
rode up to the Colonel, He is a Spoiled, Over-bearing, 
dictatorial individual who Sends four beautifully bred anda 
Schooled horses to Millbeck each Season; and then rarely comes 
to hunt them, 

"Weatherford, " he said, "J protest against that man Over 
there riding with this Hunt. I protest against his hunting 
at all, That hired horse of his is not fit to be around other 

horses. It has kickeda three horses already, including my own. 
What's the Sense of a man having a red ribbon on his horse's 


tail as a warning that it kicks and then letting it wander 


all over the place kicking everybody in sight. I Subscribe 
fifteen hundred dollars a year to this Hunt and I protest 
against that man riding." 

Hastings was sorely disgruntled, but then his intriguing 
brown thoroughbred mare did have a welt on her side the size 
of a small saucer, 

Standing in the middle of the road entirely deserted by 
the members of the Munt who were, with just cause, giving him 
the widest possible berth, stood our visitor, The man's face 
was wreathed in unhappiness, bewilderment and anxiety. He had 
heard all that Hastings Said, as had the rest of the field, 

Hastings rode off, while the Colonel, a very great 
stickler for propriety in the hunting field, stood quietly 


in the center of the road looking at the visitor, Memory y” 
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has an odd little way of recalling things to one's mind, Ags 


I stood there watching this trying scene and wondering what 
was about to happen, the Colonel's words came back to me, 
"And the second is like unto it,# There were a hundred pairs 
of eyes fixed on John Weatherford, Suddenly I saw him touch 
his horse lightly with his heel and ride forward. The man in 
the road watched hig approach with evident concern and em- 
barrassment. When he reached the man the Colonel stopped his 
horse, removed his velvet cap with his right hand, transferred 
it to his left, in which he held his reins, reached out his 
hand, and I heard him Say in a crisp, hearty voice that all 
could hear, "Herr Mueller, I make you welcome, sir, It is 
& pleasure to see you out with us again. I hope you will — 
dine with me this Thanksgiving day, ! 

as hernosetwad the same military squaring of the shoulders 
/ and the removing of the old browm Cap. 
i / The Colonel looked Slowly over the entire field. He 
| was apparently in quest of someone. Then he stood up in 
his stirrups and I saw him Signalling with his crop. A 
groom rode up on the Colonel's second horse, "Walsh, Mr. 
Mueller will hunt my horse today. You will exchange with 
him, Madden, take hounds into the first covert." 

Too many thanksgiving evenings have come and gone for me 
to remember all the people who dined with Colonel Weatherford 
that night. George and Enid Ashley were there, and old Madam 
Estey, Henry and Edith Newcombe, the Reverend Huntington 


Sedgwick, Mrs. Sedgwick, and Mary. Then there was that old 
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British war horse, Sir Charles Graham . Pierce, who was visit— 


ing the Newcombe {s, and I recall a Belgian baron. His name 
has escaped mé, but he was one of the great archaeologists of 
his day, and was visiting Colonel Weatherford, The others 
have been lost in the sefe-eme clouds of old memories, 

It was a pleasant gathering of friends and neighbors 
with many interests anda affections in common; the hills of 
Dutchess County, the hounds that raced across them, and the 
foxes that bred ana lived on their Sunny slopes, 

To the onaens observer the clint showing back of Sir 
Charles! mongcle as he appraised Herr Mueller's sartorial 
ensemble might have appeared a trifly flinty. But I knew it « 
was only mild surprise for I had once taken a famous British 
general to view Niagara Falls and he had had the same look 
as he remarked that the Falls were rather unusual. Madam 
Estey was the only one perplexed, but that's because she 
Still believed in certain things, Pf ape pee 

In this present era which sees the renewed »stentitude 

te vin bog £4 
of the mediocre I look back upon the wine of that evening as 
did the ancients ‘upon the flesh pots of Egypt. "Not now any 
more, in Europe, Monsieur, not in any place is one honored 
with such wine." Thus my Belgian neighbor at dinner confided 
to me with reverence and some emotion in his voice, 

Shortly after dinner I missed Colonel Weatherford and 
Herr Mueller. Glancing towards the hall I saw them in 
earnest converse, the German with his hands extended in a 


Suppliant attitude as though trying to dissuade the Colonel 


from some project, 


OL 


~tieiv eew odw ,coteld - mafiat) aelfised0 118 ,sarod taw deliiré 
oman ath noted setgieé » Iisces I bas ,sledmoowell od gat 
to atatgoflocsdots tsery eit to emo saw of tud ,em beqsose asd 
ateidto eT .brottedtae! [omofod gaiticiv asw das ,yad etd 
-2olzomem blo to ebrolo Sme-etes edt al taol need svad 
atoddgisn bas ebasizt to gnuitedieg, tasesefq s esw tl 
te alitd edt :mommoo ai amotiostis bus atseretai yaam diiw 
edt bas ,medd seotos beost tsadd abavod edt .ytavod eaedosud 
enoqole yanva tiedt ao hevil bas berd tedd aexot 
tis to Adosd goiwods bob Ls sig xevteado L[auvsséo sit: oT 
fetzotise a'telfel treH beaisitqgs ed as atoknom ‘eelredd 
, Wont I tel .ytailt yitics s betseqqs evad tdgim sldmeane 
fxd ayomst s motat somo bad [ tot satzqtue blim yiao asw 
wool emsa edt Dad bed ed bas alfel atepsill wety ot istemez 
msde ,isvauny tedist etow afisi edt tadd bodtemeT ed as 
oie gausoed e'tedd tud ,bexelqneq emo yino edt asw yotal 
I ae, ae | segnkdt nisszreo al. bevetied Iftte 
> chamiquete: boweaez, edt asea, doidw ste paevexg aids al 
88 gaineve seit to sniw edd noqu doad pred, Ne I _s8008ban eid. to 
Ye won gow" .tqyp to atoq deslt ast moc atnadenh ont. Dib 
betosed eno ai coslq yas ai ton ,mwelteaoM ,sqors™ of ,oron 
‘bebitaeo tonath ts toddyten asigfed ym aud? “.eniw dove déin 
oa ern" _ -990fov aid ai soltoms smoa Sis somerever dttw om of 
_ Sas broizreddseW Lonofod boeaim I qenath retis vitxode 
ab modt wse I ifed odt abrsuod satonsld, .tefleuM roi 
(8,ab bebmpixe abaarl aid déiw nenred edt .eatevaco tasarse 
 feaoke® sit ebsusath of gniyxt dguodt as ebytitte tasiiqque 


etosforq smoa mort 


~1ll. 


When we were at last all reassembled in the library the 
Colonel's servant entered the room and handed Herr Mueller a 
violin case, Powhape tite~wost untidy ydi srenutable-viclin-cese- 
extant. Formerly of black leather it was now a Pa. 
ereye In place of conventional metal Clasps, which had Long 
Since disappeared, the case was held together by a length of 


. 


Colonel Weatherford crossed the room, stood with his 
back to the fireplace, and said, “We had a very good Thanks. 
giving run today, Hounds Tan brilliantly, and we were in a 
galloping country. It was my pleasure to mount my friend, 
Otto Fritz Mueller, Mr, Mueller confesses to tit Limited 
prowess as a horseman , yet has mastered a cardinal objective. 
He knows enough to let a seasoned horse alone. Because of 
ieee is witnessed and enjoyed all that our day's sport had 
to offer, 

"Riding home he told me of having spent Some years in 
endeavoring to portray in music that which a musician hears 


when he rides to hounds, This is Thanksgiving evening, a 


friendly, mellow ogpenten 5 and I have importuned Mr, Mueller 
9 wha Pe transne ss af. a2 cs 
to ,his composition to an audience which should be 


peculiarly appreciative of such music. Herr Mueller," 

As I have confessed before, time has Obliterated much of 
that evening, but nothing will dim my picture of Otto Fritz 
Mueller - his bulging figure, his odd garments, his topsy 
turvy beard, his necktie high behind and failing of itfs 


principal function in front. But these were of no moment, gf” 
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The man's gentle, kindly Smile, the blue of his eyes, the 
reverent touch of the olq Violin, hig modesty and hesitancy, — 
these were things of the very man himself, 

Twice he lifted the Violin preparatory to playing and 
twice lowered it, looking carnestly over at Colonel Weather- 
ford, "Please Herr Mastor would you Say something yet to the 
people what it is the music tells, please." The Colonel 
Shook his head, "No, Herr Mueller. It will not be necessary 
to tell them. The music Will tell them," 

The player seemed not convinced. He looked about the 
room in a perplexed, troubled air, then said, "Please, it is | 
Carly morning yet of the hunt day. By the kennels every things 
are asleep already still," 

A soft, dreamy note stole across the room evolving slowly 
into a gentle lullaby, and I found myself picturing the hounds 
stretched out on their benches, the hunt horses in commodious, 


well~bedded stalls, Will Madden, the huntsuan, and his staff 


tucked away in snug cottages. Even the kennel cat came to my 
mind, asleep in a corner of the cook room. The music played 
on and the Millbeck Hunt slept, 

Then a more alert note reached me and I knew that @ hound 
had awakened, stretched himself, left the long bench and 
whimpered. The instrument suddenly broke into Clamorous, 
vibrating strains, and I saw forty couple of anxious, expectant 
hounds crowding out into the yard to greet the morning. The 
kennels were awake. Another hunting day had dammed in Dutchess 


County. \ Lb 
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When the first Clamorous cry of hounds had subsided, a 
busy note of countless comings and goings filled the score, 
hurried foot-steps between oat bin and stall, the sissing of 
grooms doing up their horses, the clink of stirrup irons, 
water splashing into pails. Life ata hunt stable was being 
unfolded to us, F 

Again the clamorous cry of hounds, They were being re- 
leased, Thongs cracked, Will Madden blew three Sharp notes 
on his horn, then the rap=-a—tap—tap of the hunt horses on the 
hard road, and when at times the music grew very soft we heard 
hound? pad scuffling along. 

a a I was picturing them jogging on to the meet by Andrew 
Haightman's farm — a scene I knew so well, when again the 
music changed. There was a clatter of many horses and the 


talk of people. Hounds had arrived at the mect,. Presently 


the field jogged slowly down the road. -Then the musie faded 
almost away, for hounds had entered covert, and we heard their 
soft pads on dry, crinkly leaves, and listened to the breeze 
blowing through oak branches. It was very still in the room, 
the music hardly audible. Then a new note, one not heard be- 
fore, a hound's voice speaking in covert on a fall morning, 
The player lowered his violin to his side, He waited. We 
all waited, The room was hushed, A hound «had Spoken. I did 
not see the vrorsa teeved; but ayo y the oan 8 filled 


ASAT , wae 


with music(fo it/s deepest niches, Hounds had found. The 
a 


a a 
covert rang with anxious cry. We heard hounds flying toward¢ 


Viekaaw 
us, then away from us, The ‘maedo gradually softened. They had 
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reached the far edge of the Covert. The music Sank almost to 
& whisper. Then we heard Someone shout tally ho! tally ho! 

| / 
Gone away, GWay, away. We heard the huntsmants horse, and the 


Strong rustle Of other horses! feet in the leaves, The notes 


my arm We knew that hounds had reached the open and that the 
field was with them. I felt the roar of the wind as one gallops 
snto.it, and heard the: thud of horses’ feet. 

The man Played on and on. I Saw old Sir Charles Sitting 
on the edge of his chair, his hands gripping it/s arms. We 
hunted that fox in the open, Tan him into deep woods and down 
into quiet, myetia suabhe, We coursed him to the high hills 
of Dutchess County bil: enna the swamps that lie at the foot 
of those hills, Horses sweated and Strained, and those whe 
rode them were grim and alert, But through all this great 
panorama of sport there was brought to us by the strings of 4; 
Violin a 8$i31, soft note, which kept for ever harping in our 
cars. It was mma refrain — & motive, a haunting thing ever 
repeating itself; I knew well what it was — the feathery 
touch of a fox*® pad ar the ground. The player produced it 
by touching the String with his finger, And as we listened 
and saw the scene with our mind's eye the beat of the foxes 
pad grew gradually slower ~ Slower yet louder, and ever more 
insistent, Slower, Always slower, I Saw Mary's right hand 


pressing against her forehead, Colonel Weatherford, who had 


been watching the player intently, took a step or two towards 
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him. Suddenly a cry burst from the violin, an eerie, fateful 


crye Little Mary Sedgewick pressed my arm. “Oh, Mr, Pendleton, 


they have viewed him, they have viewed him. They are running 


into him." The violin Tose and fell with the Swaying of the 
man's body. A great volume of music filled the Toom and swept 
on to the upper reaches of the house, Forrard, forrard, 
forrard| I heard Will Madden's voice, John Weatherford's 
voice. I heard the Struggling, galloping horses and pressing 
hounds. Then Will's high, tense scream, "Have at him lads, 
Have at him. Have at him," 

The music sank to & plaintive, somber key, gradually 


fading into nothingness, and then Herr Mueller bowed, 
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Colonel Weatherford remained standing, evidently turning 
Some project over in his mind and appraising the feelings of 


those in the room, Finally he Said, "You all witnessed an un- 


fortunate and exceedingly regrettable incident at the meet this 
morning, for which I would like to see amends made. I would 
also like to see the members of the hunt record their apprecia. 
tion of a brilliant musical achievement. I now move for the 
election of Herr Fritz Mueller as an honorary member of ‘the Benge? 
With the spell of the music still upon us we voted. ‘aye, aye, 
ate, Qld Madam Estey voted aye and Clapped her hands, Sir 
Charles in his bluff way announced that although he had no vote 
the idea was top hole, top hole, and said bravo, bravo, in a 
voice that must have carried to the kennels. 


We turned to look at Herr Mueller, He was making a series 


of stiff, formal little bows, his face wreathed in that contagious 
Smile of his, bg turned to Colonel Weatherford, saying, "Thank 
you, Herr Mast fz, but I go back to Germany now. What I came to 
this country for is done, The chemeests every where now know 
of the things my uncle makes in Hamburg, so I go home. But 
Herr Mastor I Will accept the honor of a member being. I want 
very much I should be a members My vatter, the Count von 
Bethwig und von Mueller will also much happiness get when I tell 
him I am . member of the hoont yet, 

"Many times now will my vatter tell his friends my son 


Fritz - he is a sportsman now. He makes his horse yoomp like 


in England. \ | if 
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50 away in two days now but here is what it 


is I wish, I wish the Millbeck hoonds may have many yeare of 
good sport yet, 


"Herr Mastor I 


That you, Herr Mastor, will ride always up in 


t 
the front part — that the hoonds always will go faster and the 
foxes also. And when, Herr Mastor, you do not be in the front 


Part, then next I wish Fraulein Sedgewick would be in the front 


part. All the ladies ana 


sentlemens I thank, 
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THE HOUND TRIAL AT DYKEMAN CENTER, 


by 
GORDON GRAND, 


»HATHEO UANGAYC TA JAIAT CAUOH FHT 


THE HOUND TRIAL AT DYKEMAN CENTER, 


The Hon, Mr. Arthur Pendleton 
Millbeck, New York 


Dear Sir, 


I take pen in hand to ask if your 
honor will serve as one of the judges at the 
first annual hound trial of the Dykeman Center 
Fox Hunters Ass, to be held right here on 
Sat. Oct. eoth, and hope your honor will do it, 

The meet will be at the green in 
front of my place, The O'Shannesy Arms Hotel, 
at eight o'clock, I mean in the morning. The 


dogs will be thrown in at Carey Swamp which is 


Only a spell up the road. Inn Y, nun Ue 
The other judges will be dudgeMeCell yen 
Ord Jurca. Pe. Ayer ae 


a Who runs ood preys near Hatfield, Mr.~Monehan 
_ frem-overthe river, and Gen. John Winkleford, 


who is the master down your waye I am writing 


the other gents. today, 
The fox hunters have put up a@ purse 
of $200. all to go to the winning dog. Rooms 
will be reserved for the judges at my hotel, ee 
the O'Shannesy Arms. Horses and ef@ek saddies 


will be supplied. 
There will be a banquet at the % 
O'Shannesy Arms, my hotel, at six o'clock, so \ ¥ | 


as we can present the purse, followed by a 
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bang up PaRca, at the Town Hall (Slemps band 


from over to Hatzburg), Everything will be 
free for the judges, I mean banquet, dancing, 


Liquor and such, please let mé hear from you 


Quick, 
Resp. 
Thomas Darcey O'Shannesy 
Mayor of Dykeman Center, 
P. S. 


I expect the bath tub Will be rigged up in the 
O'Shannesy Arms (my hotel) then. 


I don't suppose there was any one thing in the world that 
I felt surer of upon reading this letter than that I was not 
going to judge Mr, O'Shannesy's hound trial, 

Dykeman Center is a small hill town lying some Sixty—three 
miles northeast of Millbeck Vegeatibabis fave road. A more 
unridable country does not exist up and down the Atlantic Zea 


board. The hills are high, steep and rock.strewn, the low 


lands treacherous and often bottomless, A horse Capable of 
navigating the walls has not yet been foaled, and an inaugural 
hound trial was bound to be an ill-organized affair. I had 
once ventured into this rocky tastness to purchase a herd of 
half~bred black Angus cattle from the estate of a deceased 
farmer, and recalled bumping up into the highlands over miles 


of narrow, rocky roads. And I also recalled with meager 
enthusiasm, the O'Shannesy Arms Hotel. 4 
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There is but one thing that can possibly be said in favor 
of Dykeman Center, It is the most natural and auspicious fox 
breeding and fox hunting Country, for the unorganized type of 
the sport, within many hundreds of miles. The east branch of 
the Hadfield River winds it!s way to the west of the town in a 
Series of gentle Curves, and for Generations the warm hill. 
Sides making up from the river have fostered a senit Saeed 
foxes, 
The Dykeman Center Sportsmen breed their om hounds and 
7 run them over this stern countryside ten months of the year. 
They all subscribe to one or another of the old line fox hunt 
ing periodicals whose columns are chiefly devoted to long 
accounts of fox races had by fellow Sportsmen in Missouri, 
Kentucky, Virginia and the Carolinas, I+ is meaty reading, 
of a cold, snow-bound winter's evening in Dykeman Center, to 
follow some fellow fox hunter running his favorite hound on (4 
warm, sun-swept hills of the south. 
It was not to be ountenetsenes that Dykeman Center sports- 


men should have wished to organize their own hound trial. This, 


however, was no good reason why I should set forth into the 
outlying districts to judge the event, particularly as there 
was no end of competent judges nearer at hand who would have 
relished the task. 

I had just commenced my note of regret to the Hon. Thomas 


Darcey O'Shannesy when in came Colonel Weatherford with his a 


then," he announced, "We must help these people out, Fine 


things hound trials, worth twice as much as the average society 


~t- 


re 
Zovet at bisa od yidteaog aso tant guidt smo tud at etedt 


xot excltotqays buns Isetutan teom et at tI = .1r9tMmeO aasmeiyd To 
to eqys bestnagrony eat rot (UBPav00 guitavd xot bas gaibeetd 
to domard tease oft .a@oeLin to aberbard yosm aidtiw ,ttoqe edd 
s at swov odt to tsew odd of yew alti abatw tevii bfetTosH edz 
—{itd orew edt agotisteses tot baz .aeviv0 efines to eeftes 
to boone twote s boetetaot evsd tevizr sdt mort aw guidem soblea 
e89xoT 

bas ebavod awo riedd beerd mematroga tevias0 asmexyT edT 
etsoy oft to aditnom net ebiayxiavoo atete efdd tevo meds apt 
~taud xot eaif blo edt to tediens to emo of editoadye {fs yodT 
gaol of betoveh yiteido ets anmmloo saodw alsotbotreq gat 
.. ,ftyosefi® ai asmetroge wolfst yd bad “ee xot to avayooos 
 eBakdbsot ytsom ai $I ,aanifore) edt bas Siaigiiv .yioutaed 
GA zetseD aeuexyd ai gaineve e'teinin Sayod-wome ,bloo s to 


Arn) 
. ae 


_*® go bavod ettrovet etd aninavy tetaud xot wollet emos wollot 
or -fituo 8. odd to a ie FCOwe~ ae OTS 
~avioga retg00 mente tady moqry betebiow oc ro ton, Rew v1 

gt eet. _efedse Sayod mwo risd? esiasgto od bedaiw a Divode mem 
on A. osal dtroi toa Bivode i ydw morser boog om asw .tevewod 

erode as Yitelvoténeq ,taeve edt egbu, of atolrtats gaty Lito 
eves bivow dw baad te Teresa aeghu, tmateqmoo to bao. 0m an 
las suaat odd bedailer 

asmodt 208 oct « ? terger to ene ya Deonsomoo sessi bad r 

eid abe broizedtseW feaolod emso at me@.ciy “yeenma8'0 yeorsd 
wok Metter weds wou" _ebasd aid at sottedtvat to tettel 


eafi .iuo siqgoeq seedt qfoed tanmm oW" bevdiiintis od ® nodt 


ota epetove oft 88 doum as soins ddrow afeint bevod agatdt 


ee SEE 


ee eee 


‘S 


~4. 


Tace meet and ten times a pepo Show. We'll go up and judge 
the thing. 1I'11 send Walsh wp the day before with a couple 
of horses, and we'll speng the night at home and motor early 
in the morning, for I have no faith in O'Shannesy's bath tub," 

My protests, arguments and warnings ageinst the project 
were of no avail. In the end I succumbed in a thoroughly 
weak~kneed fashion, 

On the afternoon of Friday, October twenty-eighth, I 
watched with grave misgivings, the Colonel's horse-van roll 4 
out of my place Carrying the Colonel's good horse, AthelsJane, 
and my Jack Semple; to Dykeman Center, 

For some reason or other the Colonel developed the notion 
that I might fail to stir myself at four A. M. of & smart 
October morning or perhaps it was simply a case of misery loving 
company. In any event he proposed my spending the night with 
him. 

We turned in about nine-thirty, and I immediately dropped 
to sleep. Insofar as I could guage or fix the time I gathered 
that I had been Sleeping about half an hour when I was awakened 
by what sounded like people scuffling, wrestling or struggling, 
Some little ornament on the mantle in my room was tingling from 
the vibration. As soon as I could collect my wits I jumped up, 
hurried to the door, opened it, and listened. There was most 
certainly evidence of a struggle going on in a room further 
down the hall, and I could detect muffled voices, I hastened 
down the halt, pushed open the door of a commodious combination 


dressing and bath room, and there, standing in the center of the 
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room was John Weatherford, Seériously 


roe AO 


engaged in Performing a 
of the most complicated exercises, and counting to him- 
self in"gruff, determined manner. Hea®ing the door open he 
merely turned his head without interrupting the tempo of his 
citations, "Good man, Pendleton. Good man. Right on the 
dot. I'll be ready and down stairs in fifteen minutes, It's 
raining cats and dogs. I've been out to look at it,# 
Grateful for at least being now wide awake I dressed and 
hurried dow stairs with the intent of exploring the larder 
on my own account, determined not to set out for Dykeman 
Center on Only a snack of breakfast. The chance of getting 
any lunch was very remote and I had but little faith in Mr. 
O'Shannesy's breakfast, 
Opening the dining room acor t 
-erackling fire in the hearth, a small table completely set, 


Irv tr, 
foun 


dan animated, 


Pulled up to the fire, and heard considerable bustling going 
on in the pantry beyond, Then the Colonel burst into the room 
rubbing his hands and aglow with that enthusiasm which a 
Sporting expedition always aroused in him. 

There are meals which so impress themselves on our 
memories that they become distinct high spots in our past. 
The fleeting years have added lust¥é to that morning's break- 
fast. I can't see the word omelette printed on a menu that 
my memory does not revert to the omelette of that morning, a 


kidney omelette, a kidney omelette the like of which few eyes 


have rested upon, 
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wiles 
Omelettes were, 


Oh f 
I think, the Principal gastronomows : 


fetish of John Weatherford's household, The commodious Track 


above the kitchen table held at least a dozen long handled 


Copper omelette pans of al] conctif#able sizes, The length of 


time an omelette should be cooked and the degree of heat to | 


Which it should be ©xposed had been Calculated to a nicety. f 


For as many years as I had known the Colonel his kitchen 


had been presided over by a Frenchman, Edouard, whom I probably 


would never have set eyes upon had it not been for/ 
ia of omelettes, 


the serving 
AS soon as we sat down the pantry door opened, 


the white~capped Edouard stuck his head in the room. "Monsieur 


i 
is now ready? I commence,! 


Coffee was poured, A padded contrivance, looking much like 
Yearak vo 


ool 
& small beaver house, which, I found, t shelter a silver toast t| 


rack, was set on the table, Plates arrived heated to such a 


degree that they had to be placed on Special straw mats, then 
the omelette, brown from end to end, delicately, evenly browned, 
was conveyed into the room by Edouard himself, The butler stood 
back. Colonel Weatherford Surveyed the omelette. Edouard 
leaned over and surveyed it. Then they both studied it, after 
which the butler handed Colonel Weatherford a heavy silver 
dinner fork, Edouard stood with his hands clasped in front of 
him, his face wreathed in concern. The Colonel took the fork, 


laid it gently on the omelette, let it rest there of iths own 


SS eee 
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weight, and he and the butler studied it with breathless 
attention. The fork hesitated, then sank gently and easily 


downward. "Edouard, it is perfect, perfect," "Meroi, monsieur." 
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The strain was Overt. Breakfast proceeded, A five o'clock 
autumn breakfast that Still lingers on in my memory, 


€ lit our pipes, bundled up against the Storm, stepped 


into the car and headea Over a series of narrow, rough, winding 
back roads for Dykeman Center, The wind had veered around to 


the northeast, driving Penetrating splotches of rain before it. | 


Among the many things I will never be able to comprehend | 


is how a man who has but Tecently been routed from a Warm bed 7 


at an uncongenial hour can look out of a car window at a cold, 


~~ 


grey, Tain Soaked country and wax eloquent about it/. charms, | 


At the very first glint of light John Weatherford commenced 
peering out of the window and rubbing it/s Surface in the hopes | 
of increasing the visibility. "Look at that stone wall, 

Pendleton, four foot four if it's an inch, clean as a hound's 


tooth, look at that take-off, perfect. God bless me, but 


wouldn't I like to kick a good horse into that wall -— grand 
feeling when a horse pops his eye on one like that and begins 
to set himself and then jumps it clean. There is a lot of 
dishonesty about this jumping business, Pendleton. When a 
man's nerves begin to get a bit frayed he starts talking more 
and more about hound work, doesn't want a lot of big fences 
in the way. Says they interfere with getting on to hounds 
and that jumping bores him. He's a damn hypocrite, Pendleton, 


A big wall like that never bored anyone, " 


I said it was sixty-three miles to Dykeman Center. John 


Weatherford sat in his corner of the car and looked out of the 


window at every foot of the sixty-three miles. I verily believe 4 


he jumped every jumpable bar-way, stone wall and ditch, | \r 
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believe he shot Over every acre of Stubble, poked in to every 


logical woodcock covert and cast a fly tate every stream, I 


4 
don't know how many times he demanded to know from Eugene | 


where we were, and then Scribbled some notation on his road 


MAD e 


We arrived at the 0 


| ‘Shannesy Arms Hotel, a dreary, yellow 
building, 


from the unguttered eaves of Which rain poured onto 
the muddy Sidewalk, at seven-thirty, 


A somewhat Slovenly young 


woman with her head done up in a dust cloth told us that Mr, 


0 


‘Shannesy was entertaining in the private dining room and ex 
pecting us, 


We followed the young woman down a dark passage 
way from the far end of which came Singing of a suspicious | 


character, and were ushered into a small, low-ceilinged banquet 
Lu 


room containing at that moment the cream of Dykeman County! 5 
fox hunters and celebrities, some two-—score in number. One 


fact was very self evidené. Whatever form of entertainment 


waS now in progress had most certainly had it/s inception the 
evening before or perhaps even the afternoon before, and veda iq 
Carried on without interruption. There were empty and partly 
empty Green River Rye bottles on literally every flat surface 
in the room, 
Our entry brought forth a series of cheers, hurrahs and 


cat calls. His honor, Thomas Darcey O'Shannesy, large, ex- 


pansive, jovial to a degree, welcomed us with so boisterous a 


cordiality, so great a hand-shaking and Slapping of backs that 


Colonel Weatherford, with whom it never entered any sober man's 
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head to take social liberties, fairly gulped with surprise, . 
Mr. O'Shannessy insisted upon first introducing us to | 
our fellow judges, "yr. Monahan from over the river," and 


"Judge McCall who runs his dogs over to Hadfield", Judge 


McCall was a short, round, bald little man of & gentle, be- 
nign expression, He Was sitting at the head of the long 


table in a commodious leather arm chair, his hands folded 


) 
complacently on his ample waist. To do the judge's sense of I 
courtesy full justice be it said that he made a sincere effort 
to rise, a number of efforts in fact. The chair in which he 4 
was ensconced was extremely heavy and had been pulled up vem 


Close to the table. The only way his honor could hope to 


gain his release was through planting his feet firmly against | 
the lower round of the table and shoving with a will, This 

he attempted to do in good Part , but having removed his shoes 

during some stage of the night his stockinged feet kept 

Slipping off the lower round, and after each contest¢ his 

Monor found himself materially lower in the chair. He finally 

waved us a cordial greeting and abandoned efforts which were 


as fatiguing as they were fruitless, 


We turned our attention to Mr. Monohan, This gentleman, 
tall, sallow and gloomy, was standing by the fireplace, 
Supported in part by tke broad mantle on which his Tight arm 
rested, He started to take two or three steps towards us, 
thought better of it, and announced in deep, sepulchral tones 

" pleasedtameetcha, phessedsenakeveunseumnintnsele Judge MeCalj, 


apparently impressed with his compatriot's efforts, sang out, ; 
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"Hurrah for Monahan, Monahan for ever, Upon which Mr, 


Monahan Simply turned & pair of depressed, blood shot eyes 


upon the judge , but made no comment, 


There were certain truths which could not be denied. Our 
OL Otae 
fellow judges were not capable of functioning, certainly not 


a eee ee 


on horseback. The fox hunters who had Spent the night around 
Mr. O'Shannesy's board were not dressed for equipped to attend 
@ hound trial, nor did they have their hounds with them, and ai 
finally it was a quarter before eight, and the Green outside 


of the hotel was filling up with county people and their 
hounds. 

Colonel Weatherford proceeded forthwith to expound these 1] 
problems in no uncertain language to his bbnor the mayor. Mr, 
O'Shannesy was masterful and efficient, Stepping out on his 
front porch he summoned all fox hunters within hearing distance 
and announced a half hour delay. He routed his guests out of 
the dining room and dispatched them to their Several homes in 
Quest of hounds, top boots and Slickers, and announced to | 


Judge McCall and "Mr. Monahan from over the river" that they 


were to do their judging from an automobile, 

The Colonel and I located Walsh and our horses in @ Small, 
untidy stable at the rear of the O'Shannesy Arms. Walsh's 
appraisal of Dykeman's Center, its people, hotel and stable, 
do not lend themselves to repetition. 

lir, O'Shannesy appeared in the stable yard, beckoned to a 
one-eyed, dejected looking individual who was leaning gloomily 
against a post, upon which the oneseyed man disappeared within \) 


the stable and led forth his Wonor's mount, a stout, lowsto~the _ * 
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and forty pounds, We learned with some amazement that Mr, 


O"Shannesy was to serve as Master of Hounds, His only | 


4 
preparations for the hunt had been to tie the bottom of 


his | 
trousers with stout cord to keep them from riding up, and to | 


Swing his cow horn over his shoulder, 
difficulty in 


There was some little 
getting the mayor mounted, which I will not 

touch upon because I have cherished through all these years h 
a feeling of warm friendliness for the mayor. . 


political 


He was the . 
» SOCial and Sporting genius of his part of the world, , 

When all was ready we rode out of the Stable yard, into | 
the street and to the tom green, the mayor in front and | 


Colonel Weatherford and I just behind him, much in the manner 


of a personal body guard, There was some show of applause 1 


from those Standing on the sidewalk Which his Honor acknowledged 
by raising his huge grey felt hat, 

Reaching the green the mayor unwound his horn and blew 
three reverberating blasts, then turned his horse towards 
Carey's Swamp and moved off dow the main street, 

I turned in my saddle and looked back at the long pro- 
cession of mud-spattered cars, rickety buggies, men on foot, 
on horsecback, on bicycles, and hounds of every size, type, 


breeding and color, with prominent numbers painted on their 


sides in yellow paint. 


I venture to think that all residents of Dykeman Center 


who were not of the hunt were stationed on the main street > | 


standing in doorways or under the shelter of awmings. The a 3 


mayor bowed right and left acknowledging Salutations from 
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all quarters, At the Corner of White Street a bus was dis 

Charging a 8Toup of school Children, They cheered lustily, 

the mayor waved hig hat, and blew a great blast on his horn, 

I caught the Colonel Saying, "Well God bless my soul, what a j 

business this is," 
Carey's Swamp was a large, low-lying area covered with 


bushes, Chiefly alders, but with patches of higher land here i 


and there from which substantial portions of the swamp could 
be surveyed, The property was bounded on the South by scattered 
houses representing the outer fringes of the tom, ‘Qn the east mh! 
by a long, thickly-woodea ridge, the steep sides of which 
bristled with grey stone cliffs. Towards the north the land ih 
Tose towards limitless stretches of stone-strewn uplands, The 


west boundary was the road upon which our formidable cavalcade 


was alfigned, To the west of the road lay a series of small, 
irregular sloped fields bedecked with out-croppings of grey 
rocks and fenced with very formidable stone walls, 

There was an interminable delay occasioned by the non 
appearance of the car conveying our associate judges. Proof 
was not lacking that these gentlemen had entered the car 
assigned to them and that the car had been at the green when | 
the hunt assembled, The committee finally dispatched a young 
man back to the O'Shannesy Arms to reconnoites, Some minutes 
later the machine conveying his honor and Mr. Monahan from 
over the river drove up with a grand flourish, Judge McCall 
was still the bland, genial, smiling little person, sitting 
complacently back in the car, while Mr. Monahan glared morosely 


at the assembled fox hunters, : 5 
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west road, everyone being warned not to crowd or get in the 
sudgea! way. 

Mr. O'Shannesy, M. F, He, blew his horn, hounds were re— 
leased and waved into the Swamp, accompanied by that form of 
address which time had shown to be the most effective, Some 
hounds responded +¢o endearing exhortations, others to varying 
degrees of profanit¢ whil 

g hes ee or he € still others Caught the point more 
Quickly ##—edwinistered 3 Stout kick on the buttocks, One or 


two hounds fled into covert upon seeing their owmers searching 
for stones, | | 

Carey's Swamp had been hunted during all seasons of the 
year for the last hundred years, but never by more than a few 
couples of hounds at a time. On pleasant fall Evenings three 
or four neighbors would assemble on the west road, release 
their hounds, and when a fox was on foot they would build a 
snug fire by the side of the road and listen for an hour or 
more to the cry, commenting in quiet, waboastMin_country 
voices on the performances of the different hounds. A fox 
could not ask for better Sport nor a higher degree of Security 
than to weave his devious way through the vastness of Carey's 
Swamp at night with only three or four couples of hounds in 
pursuit. There had never been a kill in Carey's Swamp. 
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rounds (in the Swamp, My fat, 


| 


h 
i, 


\? : 


Se aN we OL 


' rf “Raw. 
.<SS _— ‘edt at "sbaite Ribas stant od-nbe-—tinte—etsottdemne-odP 


phe td eit mo adnate edlet OF otew T base brotredéseW Lenofod 
Wey werd ohaie s9ts edt to tetmeo ed¢ ehbrawod Ileow Havers 
ext no rs0 tledt reste o¢-etew mefianoM .1M bas I[fe0ol egbut 
out at tes tO Hwoto o¢ tom bontew gated ssoyreve ,dsot saew 

2 Yaw moses 


~9t eTow ebavot .crod eid weld ,.H .7 »M ,yeoumed®'O rl 


to mrot tat yd betmsqmooos .gmewe ond otnt bhevaw bas beasel 
emo@ .ovitostts teom eft od ot mons bad omit dofdw avetbbs 
“gaiyrey ot aredto .ano ttstrodxe uitttesbhbme ot bebmoqest sbasod 
stom tntoq edt tdsuso arondto [ittea oLtidw ar = to" peotyeb 
| o em0 adtoodiud edt mo dotd twote s betb ETE Eube-ke yldoiup 
ove | @xenwo tted? sntese noqu trevoo otni belt ebavod owt 


|  ,8enots Tot 

edt to anousse Lis gnitub hetaud med bed gqmswe etyetsd 
wet 6 asdi etom yd tTeven tud “aTsey hetbavd tasl edt tot tTsey 
estat againevs Ifst tusasely 0 ,omit s ts ebswod to sefquoo 
sassiet .bsot taew sv mo efdmezes Sivow erodity ter tyot TO 
vik (g BLivd bivow yet foot no sew xot s ceriw brs .eboved tiledt 
TO wod ms tet uety bas beor oft to obia ott ved erit sume 
balk ) wtoinp at  sattnemmoo .yro' and od etom 
> pene tnexettib edt to asonamrotreg edt mo asotov 
ysitvoes tO estgsb teiiuid s tom troqe tetted rot wes ton bf{x00 
atyers0 to seontesy odd dgvordt yew evoiveb afd eve0ew of asdé 
“gt abawodt to aelqyoo twot to esmit yino ddiw ditgta ts qmewe 


Wie ean ‘@'yeTe0 nt LLbi @ seed toven bad efed? i ttueting 
bee DeGele see. 6k . a ae th A, 2. nt BMD < 


a_i, ti) ee eee. “fn ie. Leer ie i J 


~14. 


But to cast fifty—one couple of hounds in the swaap at one 


time was bound to be disconcerting to any fox of fixed habits, 


I poked Jack Semple through a gap in the fence, and we 


threaded our way some distance into the agrass waerd ‘we took 
our stand on a Slight elevation, 


The ground had long been , 
pastured to cattle and wag honeycombed with paths and broad ‘@ 
swaths which the cattle had Cropped. Colonel Weatherford | 
took his position some little distance from me. Hounds were al 
ranging and trying on all sides of us, 
The rain had been trickling down my neck for the last { 
hour and I was on the point of tying a handkerchief tightly 
around the outside of my raincoat collar when &@ hound, whose th 


number I could not decipher, started to feather not twenty 


feet from me, I had noticed this particular hound both at 
the town green and while waiting on the west road. He was a-~ fi 


perttoularly large well turned ,black=backed individual with 


a determined, independent air about him, the sort which get 


keener the longer they run and at the ena are ready and able 


~~ 


to break a fox up single-handed, His stern was becoming in- 
creasingly active but as yet he had not opened. A fox had 


undoubtedly crossed over the ground some time that morning, 


The hound felt for the line among every blade of grass, 


stone and bush, but could not be sure, He tried for it at 


the four points of the compass, then finally raised his head 
and looked up at me as though inquiring whether I could con. 


the terrain, Hounds have good and sufficient reason for 


tribute a clue. He then stood perfectly quiet looking over \ | 


every move they make. This hound had exhausted all the \ . 
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Tesources of his nose and Could make nothing of the line, 


So he was simply Standing there using his eyes in an effort 


to determine Where the fox might Possible have 4 


Zone. 
After Standing thus for perhaps a minute he walked over 


to a clump of low bushes and Pushed his way through them to 
& small clearing, 


with a crisp, keen note, 4A Score of hounds honored, -and—e- 


~fex—was—afoot. The black-backed hound Spun around, faced qt 


She ~direction-—where the hound—had opened, Stood tkhu# a moment 


with his near foot Yaised, then returned to his om line, | | 


At the fringe of the Little Clearing he struck the A 
in earnest and opened with a voice which sounded exactly 
as I had expected, Three hounds from Close by flew to him 
and I could hear Others splashing through the Swamp from all 
directions, 

Having noted the several hounds as they honored I moved 
Slowly on. Colonel Weatherford joined me and I pointed out 
the hound which had first+ hit the line, The cry which we had 
heard at the far corner of the swamp had increased in volume, 


Whether these distant hounds had unkenneled a fox of their 


own or had hit the line of our fox was difficult to tell, 
Our own line was exceedingly twisty and apparently not too 
fresh, which afforded us countless Opportunities of observing 


hounds work, and whenever we caught a glimpse of them the big 


black-backed hound was clearly dominating the situation, 4} q 
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After observing him a few times the Colonel formulated 
designs for taking him back to Millbeck, 


At the end of about fifteen minutes the scentiw@t improved, 
Hounds’ voices 


became stronger, and the pace Quickened, It 


became increasingly difficult for us to stay with hounds, for 


the incessant rain was fast making the Swamp unridable, We 
had twice come within an inch of getting bogged, and Jack 
Semple was thoroughly distrustful of the entire terrain, 

The picture was Suddenly and alarmingly Changed by hear- 
ing our hounds far over towards the north fringe of the swamp. 
From the intensity and shrillness of their cry one would 
almost have thought that they were running into their fox. 
The balance of the hounds were over towards the center of 
the covert, & Section we could not reach due to the going, 
The time had clearly come for action. An automobile horn 
Sounded out on the west road, whether by accident or as a 
hint to us we did not know, 

The Colonel had been Smoking his pipe with a perforated 
metal cap affixed to the bowl to keep out some of the rain, 
He rapidly emptied the pipe, squared his Shoulders, clucked 
to old Athelstane, proclaimed his satisfaction at not having 


a large family of undernourished children dependent on him, 


and we forged across the swamp towards the north, 

Had I been alone I could and would have picked and poked 
my way across that swamp with some measure of comfort and 
reasonable ‘security. As it was I floundered through it in 
the wake of John Weatherford at a pace that made the event 
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& nightmare for months afterwards. I can feel Jack Semple 


under me to this day, his head far down and out in front of 


him, jumping, straining, twisting, lurching from hillock to 


hillock, steam rising from every pore, 


and grey oozy mud 
engulfing his hocks at every stride, 


We came at last to the boundary fence separating the 


Swamp from the broad fields beyond. It was & great, rough hid 
Wall ditched on the take-off to drain the water down to the 
Sluggish stream which meandered through the Swamp. In front 

of the drain was a deeply rutted, rocky lane, the ruts of qt 
Which were now flowing with water, The Colonel plowed on to i 
the fence looking neither to the right or left, leaving the it 


Situation largely up to his horse, in whom, after nine seasons, 1 
he had explicit faith, Athelstane who thoroughly understood 
that his task was to jump that wall with all iths foreground, 
and above all to x na on his feet, took off at the very 


fringe of the lane and was a foot over the wall. Little Jack 


Semple, who is only a mite of a horse, made more to do, but 


carried me boldly, landed Safely, and immediately started 


fighting for his head in celebration of having survived the 
SWalp. 


We were now in an apparently limitless rock=-strewn 


field galloping due north and on the line of hounds, the 
last of which we had just seen disappearing over the hill 
in front of us. | 


’ , 
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by 
on what was going on in the swamp. Off by itself stood the F 
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judges car with Mr. Monahan from Over the river and his 
bn 


Ui Orion 
» Perilous, I shought . but 


nothing comparable to following John Weatherford 


companion perched on the roof 


across an 


uncharte dd country in the teeth of a northeaster. I cone 
fess 


» Sven at the risk of being thought a bit faint-hearted, 
that during the first few moments of that run my mind kept 


continually reverting to Millbeck, to my library, my cen. } 
genial hearth, to the friendly games of bridge that would 
be in progress, to people curled up in front of cheerful | 


fires with books. I even persuaded myself that my setters, Hh 


snoozing on the bench, were much better off. 
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The temptation to write an Odyssey of that run is very | 
strong. It lends itself to descriptive narrative beyond any | 
event that has ever befallen me or now Ever will, but all 


: 
minute accounts of spectacular events fail of their purpose, - 


In spite of having ridden and hunted Since infancy in 
a county difficult and exacting on hounds, foxes, horses 
and those who ride them, I don't think I ever quite compre— 
hended until that day what hounds, foxes and horses could 


endure. For exactly four hours and sixteen minutes from the 
od ne 


time we left Carey's Swamp we the greatest running, 
the most persistent,-certainly the most enduring fox I ever 
Saw in front of a pack of hounds. How far we ran him, or 
where we ran him I will never know. In the course of the 
day I looked down upon eleven different villages and hamlets. 


I rode Jack Semple through places and over obstacles I had 
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never believed navigable from<a-hersete—baek. In my present h 
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less adventurous age I actually and Positively shrink from 
the contemplation of certain events of that day. I recall 


skirting a long, wire-strewm stone Wall, a wall of tremendous 


hate » and hearing John Weatherford's glee when 4+«=< 7 

“eeveting what he insisted upon terming a breach in the wall, 
True the wall had broken down at this point so that it stood | 
not above three feet, and was free from wire, but a 4d api dated } 
farm wagon minus a front wheel had been lodged in the gap. A | 


mass Of loose rocks lay strewn On the take-off side, 


neopociidiine a horse etanding off from the fence an 


Atm. hay 


unconscionable wey, The Colonel insisted that the wagon was 


frail and would probably crumble if we landed on it or in it, 


3 . — 


a surmise which brought me cold comfort. I still retain a 
vivid picture of the Colonel italy tole that obstacle and of 
AthelsYane fighting to keep from dropping his hindquarters | 
' into the wagon, and I can also feel the power and determination 
which little Jack Semple put into hie jump. 


I recall standing beside the Colonel in front of a low 


stone wall and peering down over the-wedl to a Slippery stretch | 
of concrete road some ten feet below. The Colonel dismounted, 

threw the reins over his horse's head, tied the end of his 

thong to the reins, asked me to hold his horse, climbed over 

the wall, and floundered down the wet yellow Clay bank. When 


he had traveled as far as the end of his crop would permit 


he told me to turn the horse loose and \tojneither"speak to i 
him or encourage him. The Colonel gave the rein a light | 
} 


twitch, Old Atheleiane was standing not above a foot from 
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the wall looking down at the road in distrust, Feeling the 
ay 


Signal from the reins he took another long survey, raised 


back on his hocks, jumped ag conservatively as it seemed 


humanly possible fora Seventeen-hand horse to jump. There 


was not above three feet of level ground on the landing 
Side but he managed to connect with this narrow strip with | 
his hind feet, steadyieg himself, and then Slide down the 1 


embankment on his tail. The Colonel tied him to a tree and 


then plowed up through the Clay to hold Jack Semple for me, | 
Time upon time that day I was forced to stand that game 

little horse of mine with his chest practically Testing 

against stout, formidable walls, and ask him to jump into 


impenetrable brush, woods and tangles of grapevines. So dense yi 


a horse even the advantage With ourves from & Single stride, | . 
I rode him, down hillsides so steep and Slippery I would have | 


i ' 
was the growth in those woods that it was Cited he to give “= ~ | 
thought ppuitable for only mountain goats. ; 


our fox explored the secret recesses of every swamp, 


large and small, in that part of the country, and no hill | 


Towards the middle of the afternoon the Colonel insisted 


seemed too steep provided it lay 4n his line of flight. 
[ 
he could see the State Capitol at Albany, and towards the end 

, 


of the afternoon he alleged emphatically that he could dis— 
tinguish the American end of the suspension bridge across the 


Niagara River. 
I doubt whether judges of a hound trial ever enjoyed | 


more Opportunities of viewing, scoring and appraising hound 


work than did we that afternoon. For my part I filled a note i 
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listened to their cry, 


out. We saw them lose and find and lose again, times beyond 


count, and through it all, from the beginning to the very i 


and compared their order on Coming “ 
i 
end the black ~backed hound was the supreme, of all hounds ' . 


I ever saw run a fox he was the most relentless. Nothing | 


stopped him, nothing distracted him. He never deigned to } 
crawl under or through a fence, but went over the top. I | 
listened to him in the wet, heavy, treacherous going of the ii 
Swamps, throwing his tongue right and left ana driving on, 
He came out of Swamp after swamp often a hundred yards in ) 
front of the rest of the pack, When scent failed he would 
make great, wide, independent casts to the four points of 
the compass and before most hounds fiew what was going on 
he had hit the line and was flying forward. Hewas of the | 
material of which great champions are made. A fitting 
hound to run that particular fox. 
As the day began to ebb we pulled up a long, gradual 
Slope to a series of bisax: windswept pastures extending | 
as far as the eye could see. The wind increased and the 
Train came in vicious gusts. | We pioneered over a series of a) 
very formidable walls Mt: teat finally brought up short | | ‘| 
by a jump over a stout slat fence.down into a narrow lane, } 
i 


The fence in itself was high enough to cause one to hesitate | 


but when to this was added a terrific drop into a Trutty stone~ i | 
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strewn lane, the problem became acute. The Colonel Surveyed 


the situation, irritated and exasperated, 


7 


"God bless me, 
Pendleton, if I dont think I'm stumped. If this horse 


lands in the lane ‘on his feet he cant jump out of it. He | 
can't land flat-footed and Stop dead in his tracks, 1 | 
think he'll stand on his head. He's too big for such a 
situation. What are you going to do?" While I was considering 
the problem the Colonel touched me with hie crop "Look man, H 
look." I turned, The hunted fox was re-crossing the lane some | 
distance to our left. He had evidently turned, made a Loop 5 | 
and was retracing his step. A more beaten fox I never looked P| 
upon. His brush was dragging and bedrageled —~ his head dom 
and tongue Lolling out of the side of his mouth, He would 
trot a few feet, then walk with a rolling, lumbering gait, 
He had evidently overrun the place he was Searching for, | 
Ve looked on beyond him and saw a Series of low, rock ledges, 
some half a mile amay. "He knows an earth in these ledges, 

_ Pendleton. “I hope he makes them. Bless me, if I would'nt 
like to help him." ‘Ye walked our horses slowly in the wake 
of the beaten fox. Hounds voices were coming steadily nearer, 


The fox heard them and set his ears far back. "Damn it, 


Ee ae ee 


Pendleton, it does'nt seem fair for us to take Sides and 


cheat twenty couple of hounds who have done what this pack 
fe done." I could now distinguish the black«backed hound's— ’ 


keen, relentless cry and turned just in time to see him going 


over the top of the slat fence a yard or two below where the ." ] 
weary, laboring fox crawled through. "A sinking fox has \v 


little scent, Pendleton". I knew on who8e Side the Colonel 
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stood. The black-backed hound faltered a moment some twenty 


feet beyond the fence, By going over the top he had gone too 


far out into the field for the fox had snuggled the fence row. 
The hound made one quick cast forward, then turned, flew back . 
to the fence, hit the line ana came flying toward us, I 1 
turned and looked towards the ledges, then stood far up in my | 
Saddle. The Colonel pointed and I saw the fox. He was pulling 
up @ slight incline. I saw the Colonel stand up in his stirrup, 
look back at the black~backed hound, then at the rest of the 
pack which were now crossing the lane, then on to the fox, and | 
finally measure the distance to the ledges. The black+backed } 
hound had now reached us, He was running strongly but giving 

little tongue. Scent was failing. He passed us and we started i 
to jog after him, the Colonel and I both standing in our stirrups, | 


Of a Sudden the hound opened with a new, clamorous, frantic Cry. | 


His head waS up. He bounded forward. "He's viewed him, Pendle- 

ton, — viewed him." Pandemonium broke out behind us. A lean, 
blue-ticked whippe*s mane little bitch shot by us. We kicked our 
horses into as near a Sallop as they had left in them, standing iT 
as we rode. I focused my eye on the lowest of the rock ledges. | | 
There was no way of telling where the earth might be. The , 
Golonel was a stride or two in front of me. I saw him clout | 
old Athelstane over the quarters. I suddenly caught sight of 

the fox. The black~backed hound was not above fifty feet from q 


him and the Colonel not above four strides back of the hound, a 


Then the Colonel for some reason cut in front of me and I los+ 
desde deenel Ge J 
Sight of hound and £OX., "Whoop, whoop, whoop," t~heard—the we 


} 


Sotenei—showt. "Have at him, have at him, have at him, lads, 


| 
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He went in, Pendleton, He's safe in, 

thank God. Have at him, lads, have at him, 


Whoop, Whoop, whoop, 


— 7 


Whoop, whoop, 
whoop, " | 


We dismounted and gathered hounds around us, that is as | 
re, ever gather a miscellaneous lot of 
independent, teader fed hounds. In the let-down which followed 

SO strenuous a day, the immediate future looked dreary in the 4} 
extreme. To begin with the Colonel Propounded the problem of 4 
how we were to announce the black~backed hound as the winner 
if we could not designate him by number, name or owner, The . 
chances of the hound following us back to Dykeman Center were | 


practically nil. The chances were he would not follow us ten | 


feet from the earth. He was apt to start across country for | 
his home, wherever that might be, any moment, His number had 

been nothing more than a daub of yellow paint from the first 

time I noticed him. The Colonel removed neethctten his bridle 

and one from mine, tied them together, wound a handkerchief 


@round the end and captured the hound by a Subterfuge, A 


humber of the hounds had already started to wander away. 
We stood at the edge of the cliffs looking over the rain 

soaked and now darkening countryside in an effort to get our | 

bearings. We were in accord in thinking that we belonged far, 

to the south, and £f as to where south y . 

might lie. 
We mounted, called such hounds as might be companionably ai 

minded,and poked our way along in search of a road, I have 


referred to the persistency and determination of that great, 
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black «backed hound, Every trait I admired in him while A 
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running the fox I now Tesented. He rebelled at being led, 


He resisted by every known artifice. The Colonel dismounted 
a& score of times to reason with him, to humor him, to try and 


establish some friendly relationship. The hound would have 


none of him. In twenty-~five years I never say the Colonel in 


& more noble role, His patience seemed inexhaustible, and in 


view of the hour, the many miles that lay before us, and the 


cold, wet wind we were facing, there would have been just 
cause for the Colonel to have been a bit short of temper at { 
Such unreasonable obstinacy, He neither complained em Mic | 
threatened, but finally said to mé, “Pendleton, this hound 


resents this whole business, and I don't blame him. His 


the thing. God bless me, I can't drag this hound back of me 
like a criminal, Ghi-bbess aus, I would rather carry him, 

Here - hand him up to me." I don't know whether you have ever 
carried af qhwre larce, rain=soaked, mud=bedraggled hound on 
herseback. But the Colonel was a huge, rugged, powerful man, 


and he quickly evolved a method which promised some comfort 


feelings are hurt. His pride is hurt. He can't understand 
for both the hound and himself, We agreed to take turns at 
stated intervals, 

In due course we discerned a narrow, winding and but 
little used county road, and turned towards what we hoped . 
_Would be Dykeman Center. Our affairs were not bettered by ‘| 
“Ph fact that Athelstane had lost a front shoe and Jack / 


Semple two’ rear shoes, At the end 9f some three=quarters dd 


road nor seen a hedsegue came to a crossroad and a sign board 


of an hour during which we had neither met anyone on the | 
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announcing it to be eleven miles to Dykeman Center, Making 


no comment ye Plugged Stoically on, 


I had just been relieved of the hound and was considering 


the possibility of Perhaps dozing off when I heard the Colonel 


Say, "Did you ever have lumbago, Pendleton?" "No," I answered, 


"Well, I have, and I'm €0ing to have it’ tonorzom if I don't 


get in by a fire for a few Minutes, Itm going to stop at the 


; Sk ees 


first house we come to, and warm my back, provided there are 
any houses in this part of the world," f went on with my 
sheep counting or whatever method I had evoked to produce 
somnolence, and was half dozing when I felt+ Jack Semple come . 
to a halt. I looked up and saw a light Shining from a house 
Window. The Colonel was contemplating the light with some 
misgivings, | 

We rode into the yard and looked about. The prospects 
were not hopeful. There had been a fire at the place, as 
evidenced by a bleak chimney, all that remained Standing, 
The occupants had apparently taken up their abode in one end 
of a dilapidated Stable, into thtevend.e? which they had fitted 
a door and two windows, I dismounted, took the hound from . 
Colonel Weatherford, gave tyea/Corenal my horse to hold, and | 
knocked at the door. It was opened by a young woman, at the 
Side of whom stood a youms boy of perhaps twelve or thirteen , 
years of age, who Stouvannee-te & protective attitude, MN 
Thinking that our appearance would no doubt prove alarming 


I hastened'to explain that we simply wanted to get by a fire 


Center. I need not have concerned myself about alarming that 


for a few minutes before continuing our journey to Dykeman as | | 
7 a 
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Woman for the world had showered her with so a an 
Pete tax She smiled and welcomed us si oki ag ta a 


and told her son to help us put away our horses, We followed 
the boy to a door at the other end of the barn, located a few | 
odd lengths of rope which we Joined as shanks, discovered a | | 
piece of thin, dilapidated carpet which we threw over Athel- 
Slane's loin*’ and an old carriage robe Which Wa&borwde for | 
Jack Semple. The Colonel would not eae ck the hound, Us tam | 
fearing he would escape, so he accompanied us, 

When we reached the house the kettle was on to boil, | 
and a Pestle rejuvenated fire crackled in the stove. The | 
improvised house consisted of but one room, along each side 
of which stood a narrow cot. <A diminutive cook stove nestled | 
in one corner with a flimsy, crooked smoke—stack Tambling out 


of a crude aperture in the wall. There was a rough board 


cusgbard in the opposite corner which apparently held articles 


of food and the meager supply of cooking utensils, These 


ee oe eg eS = me, 


things one took in and passed over at a glance, They were 
but the symbols of very abject poverty. It would have taken 
more time, very much more time than we had to Spend inveriens 


to comprehend other things in that room, the woman herself 


z ae ook 
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most of all. 
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It seems Strange to mé, after all these years, that that 


woman's face should continue 80 hauntingly fixed in my MeEMOTY. | 


One would think her likenegs would have become gradually 


amalgamated with all the countless other faces one meets during 


@ decade or more. But whenever I hear French beings spoken she | | 
invariably Slips Softly across the stage of my memory. I see 7 


her standing in a Tough bary room, her home, dressed in a 


deep / white turned-down collar and a large blue bow tie, 


. 
crisply laundered blue and white checked gingham dress with a 
Her figure, her hair, the Quick, tense, impetuous move- 1} 


ments of her French race, these things savored more of girlhood ~~ ia 


than womanhood, In the Original scheme of things it had been 7 


rd htt. d. 


intended that She laugh a great deal and be gay and shed gay- 


ness. Her eyes and mouth, the whole lovely mould of her face 
Were deSigned with particular reference to laughter, 

A small J passing event would instantaneously ignite the 
torch of merriment, but when the light flickered out she seemed 


much as a child facing an unexplored danger. She looked at one 


next. What will happen now? What can one do? Tell me what 
would you do? She labored bravely and painstakingly with the 
English language but you knew it imprisoned her thoughts, 


She drew an unpainted kitchen chair up to the stove with 
itis back towards the heat, looked at our two six=foot figures, 


Questioningly and bewildered and as though silently asking what 
pointed at a diminutive little rocker, the only other chair in | 


the room, laughed a pair of appropriately placed and skillfully . 
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designed dimples into being, then Temoved a few toilet articles 


from an upturned box Covered with a piece of old/ mellow red 


"You will sit in the back- 
ward way first, It is better 50," she said, 


material, and moved it to the fire, 


At her insistence we Sat down with our wet backs close to 
the stove and our long mud=spatteread legs stretching out into 
the center of the Toom and watched the preparations for tea, 


I was just giving thanks for being out of the Saddle and 
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rain when the Colonel Said, “*adame ; — fumee vous | dérange. tat 
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The woman was dexterously preparing some exceedingly thin nhdses 
ef bread with a jack-knife blade, At the sound of her mother 
tongue spoken as her kith and kin would have Spoken it, she fairly 
Spun around on her heels, extended her outstretched hands to us. 
"Oh, Monsieur, Please smoke. Have you everything? Pierre — 
Matches for the gentlemen, Oh, it is so wonderful to hear 
Monsieur speak my language. La belle France, " 

I don't¢ know just how John Weatherford, in the space of 
only a few minutes gained the whole of the story. I suppose 
it was because he was large and paternal and kindly-looking 
and knew no inhibitions and was direct and took you off your 
guard, but probably chiefly because he was talking to a lone. 
Some, forlorn, distraught, estranged little woman, and one who 
didn't want to grow up. 

It was a very simple, hum-drun, every day story. She haa 
become enamoured, much against her family's wishes, of a young 


American whq had been sent to Paris as a representative of a 


large machinery corporation, I gathered that the company's 
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Product had Something or Other to do with oil refinery equip. 


ment, but my French Tailed me when the beauties, effic ‘tency 


and purposes of the "belle machine" were being enlarged upon, 4 


and even Colonel Weatherford SCowled 


—_ = 


and jerked at his mustache 


4 
as the vo 
luble flow of words to dus about making two gallons 


Poor, weak, miserable, ae i 


watery, dreadful, wretched, inconsequential, impoverished foe 1 


of perfect gasoline flow where one 4 


gallon" flowed before, all because Nor my husband's beautiful ii 

machine, * ET | 
She was vague, intentionally so I thought, as to why her | 

husband had lost his connection with the firm, but passed on 

to his failing health, their —— a” America, the necessity id 


of the mansliving an outdoor life, ‘their Slim remaining reo 


| 
sources lids eeaventes in a farm up among the rocks back of ) 
Dykeman Center because it was cheap. She told of their 

struggles dettinng two cold, lean years, "The crops Monsieur ~ 

we were too late Or we were too early. It was too dry or it 

was too wet. The cows, they would not have their amours when | 
it was the right time. The chickens, tna. their thoughts 
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were Of admiration for the rooster 4 eating, taking a bath in 


the dust, strutting this way and that, They had no desire, | 
Monsieur, for the laying of eggs," 
} 


Then came the husband's death, and finally on a Sunday 
of the little house. The insurance money, not sufficient for 


the construction of a new house, had been collected by the 


mortgagee, There having been no insurance on the contents, 


mother and son found themselves in what looked to me as near w 
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morning when mother and son were in the village, the burning | 


~05- 


\ -giupe yromttet Ito dviw ob of tedto 10 gaidtemoes Sed soubo7g 
PyoaPatrre ,asivvssd odt aedw om boLtet dower ya dud . tam 
) (meg Boptsiae gated etew “emtdosm effed" eds to aesoqregq bas 
edosteum eld ts bedttet bas hefwooa brotredtsoW Lemofod seve Sas 
‘anofies owt aatdaw tvods ev blot whzew to wolt eldufov edd es 
| ina ,eidetesia ,usew ,toog" eno erodw wolt entloass sosiTSq ito 
=: bodatrevoqmi ,isitaerpeamoont .bedotetw ,.{iuitbsetbh ,.yretaw 
) intiticsed 8*basdesd yar to" seusgood [Is ,etoted bewolt "noliss 
.. ‘ | " enidosm 
a ') ted ydw of Bs ,tdguodt I o8 yifsnoitnetni .eugev esw of8 
mo Sseneq gud ymrit odd diiw cottoennos atid taol Sed Basdeud 
‘UStedeosa ofd {nottemA of yatmoo Tiedt .dtfeod gailiet etd od 
~9t gaintsmer mila tisdd eetli toobsiuve as gates Lr edt te 
to desd etoor edt snom qu mist.s at boteovat. gated esoruoe 


tiedd to Biot ed@ .qaedo asw.ti sapsoad -tetned mensexyd 


’ 


~ twelamoM agoto.edt" ,.arsey asel.,bfioo owt aertensb esizauite 
ti to yrb oot Sew tI .ylree cot ofew sw ro atsl ood stow aw 
nedw eryoms tiedt eved ton bisow yeds .awoo od? stew oot Bew 
~ = estdguods tledd .twelesoM ,snedoido edt emit tigtt oft esw ti 
i at dted 2 gmidet i putine * reteoor edi <0t no ttet tmbs: to stew 
‘yetiaeb om bed yod? stadt Bos yew sidt gnivturte .teub edd 
OT ae a "Janne to sotval ant rot cto anol 

yebau@ 2 mo yfisntt bas ,déeeb a'bnsdaud oft omso med? 
 gaketud odt .senifiv edt ai etew ooa bas rodtom medw antiarom 
TOY dagtotttwe tom .youom somprvent eT yeeyod eLtéis edt Yo 
‘2 add yd betoeffoo need bad ,sayod wex s to noliourtanoo exit 
ve a 0 oomervemt om meod gaived etedT .ssgsgirom 
. 88 9mm ot bexool tadw af sevioamedt bayot noe bus tedtom 


a 


ie ol lll 


-31l. 


destitution as I could well Picture, 


The insignia of tragedy is easier recognized than described 
and perhaps it is easier recognized in & pair of large, tense ! 


brown eyes surmounted by soft brown curls, Her moods changed qT 
with startling unexpectancy, mM} 


One moment she was telling of the 
loss of her few littie Possessions, 


the rosary given to her by 


"mon cher Abbe Quintard", The Sewing table, a Louis XVIth 


sétving table, & table with "millions and millions of little 


drawers and places for rene erin 5 Monsieur, a gift from her 
grandpere, the Chevalier Fronterac, “Ils ne restent plus, 

Monsieur, and they were very beautiful." The nex¢ moment she 
ies 

clapped her hands and broke into a low and decidedly contagious 


laugh and pointed to a dark corner of the room where a Parrot, 


which we had not noticed, was Sitting like a sphinx on a small 


_~ 


clothes press. "But Paul Jean Clemiencau, he survived, Monsieur. 
He was spending the day out on the apple tree. When we came 


home and everything was gone he was so cross, Monsieur, Oh, 
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Mon Dieu, Mon Dieu, how he scolded me about his perch having 


been destroyed, Oh, Monsieur, such words he used a erands cris," | 


| 

During all this time ‘the boy had been sitting on the floor | | 

in a corner of the room intently watching the black-backed hound, il 
and now and again I would see him slip his hand back of the | 
hound's ear and stroke it gently, and the hound's tail would tap | 
the floor a time or two, 

It surprised me that anyone could get a friendly response \ 

from that hound, The mother noticed me looking at the boy. . | | 


"My little Pierre has great love for animals and hasipretty 
ways with them," she said, "He, too, has a hound, a Y ; 
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hound, not so big, Monsieur, but very brave, " yy 


The boy rose to his feet end came over to Colonel Weather 


ford. "Is it Monsieur's hound? "No, my boy," answered the 


Colonel. "I dont; know who owns it but it is the best running 


fox hound I ever saw, 


today. "! 


It has won the Dykeman Center Trial 


The boy took a quick Step backward and Stood looking in- 
tently at the Colonel, "Monsieur Says this hound won the two 
hundred dollars, The two hundred dollars? This hound won it?# 
He turned and walked across the room and stood silently Looking 
out of the window into the blackness, His mother was watching 
him and as she watched a look of pain crossed her face and she 
passed her hand over her forehead, She started to pour tea, 
when we heard a movement over by the window. The boy was cross- 
ing the room with quick, active steps. He bore @ tense, drawn 
expression. The mother was evidently apprehensive, for she 
Said, ierre, mon Petit, calme ~ toi}, He apparently did 
not hear her. When a foot or two from Colonel Weatherfordg he 
stopped and said, "Monsieur, that two hundred dollars would have 
bought the sewing machine for my mother. That hound won two 
hundred dollars. That would have bought the machine, then my 
mother could have lived like before, Does not the good God 
care, Monsieur?" "Pierre, Pierre, please, please do not say 
such things, These gentlemen are our guests. Please, my son," 

The boy stood in the center of the room looking now at us 


and now at the black hound, then suddenly turned on his heel, 


crossed the room, opened the front door and went out into the 
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storm, "Monsieur Will please excuse my Son, He is unhappy, 


He is very brave for himself, 
When my husband Gied I became & Seamstress, " 


| but only for me, Monsieur, 


A ghost of a 


twinkle came into her eyes, "In this place I am a very good 


Seamstress, Madam, the Mayor's Wife, says I am very neat for 


@ foreigner." The twinkle became eayer. Then it was gone, 


"The fire took my machine, C'est fini, How does Monsieur 


OE Rene ro 


like his tea?! | 


RO Te er 


The ride home seemed shorter than I had thought it could 
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be. Perhaps my discomfitures seemed of less import, —Tke—___ 


= 
o>, ie = a , eemebapees & 


» Betdghen we dismounted at the stable q 


yard she removed his black derby hat, wiped his face with the 
large silk handkerchief which had done valiant service as an 
absorbent during that long, wet day, and looking over at me in 
a quizzical —y said, "Pendleton, this is a dammed inexplicable 
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world to me," 
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We delivered our leg..weary horses to Walsh, looked them 


Over by the aid of a lantern, instructed Walsh to wait Over an 


extra day before vanning back to Millbeck, and then 
way to the O'Shannesy Arms, 


made our 


and as we were being escorted to seats reserved for us to the 


Tight and left of Thomas Darcy O'Shannesy, M. F. He, we were 


greeted with cheers 


two at our expense, but withal with great good humor, 


Colonel Weatherford sensing that the guests were anxious 


» pertinent questions and a gentle gibe or | 


to proceed to the "ban up dance and euchre party (Slémp's 

band from over to Hagbenry4 " decided there and then to forestall 
his dinner and announce the award so that the purse micht be | 
presented. We had brought the black=backed hound into the hotel 


and given a small boy a coin to hold him Securely out in the 


hallway. The Colonel Signalled me to get the hound, which I did, 


and the hundred or more guests turned to look at us as I led the 
hound to the head of the table, 


There have been few Speeches or in fact oral performanceSof 


any kind 


Hl 
; : 
aa Vnich I wish micht have | 
been recorded so that I could at my pleasure re-hear them, but va 


I would to this day give a ereat deal if I might again listen 

to John Weatherford's account of the prowess of that black~backed 
hound and the game fox he hunted. I marvelled then and ever will q 
that an event, any event, could have made so detailed a photo. A} 
graphic record on anyone's memory as did that run on the Colonel's : 
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He carried every fox hunter in that room over mile 


mile of country, 


after 


They saw the course of the fox and the 


difficulties of the hounds, They followed ug Over fences, 


over brooks, through Swamps 


rain-—swept hills, and in their mind's eyes was a slim, tawny 


Train-soaked fox far out in front 


’ on, to the crests of great wind and | 
» pursued by a determined, for- ! 


ward driving hound, 


A dozen times they banged on the table so 
that the 


his hands resting on the table and his huge body leaning far 
forward over the table, told as Only a great Story teller could 
have told, of the fox making his last Supreme effort and dropping 
into the earth with the black~backed hound grabbing at his brush ~~ 
they rose to a man and cheered and waved their napkins and 


Pounded each other on the back, 


dishes rattled, and when at the end, the Colonel, with 
The Colonel waited for silence and then jiith a memorable 

tribute to a really great hound announced Our decision, and 

raised his glass, "Mr. Master and gentlemen, I give you the © 


Winner. May he long run forrard on," 


f 
1 
A more complete silence never hung over a gathering of ) 
people than hung over that room following that toast. I glanced 
Over at the Colonel. He was looking around the diners, his face | 
wreathed in perplexity. He fumbled for his glasses, popped them | 
on his nose, studied the situation, but found no Solution, so Tt 
turned and looked down at Mr, O'Shannesy. I was also looking at | 
the Mayor, His usually jovial face was flushed with what I could i 
only construe as embarrassment, He rose to his feet, removed a q 


napkin, a corner of which had been inserted in his collar, 
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Cleared his throat a number of times, then Said, "General 4 4 
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Winkleford, i+ Seems like this hound trial didn't work out 


smooth and slick the way we planned her, not no which way. 


Here is how she is, You see when you and Mr, Pinkleton went 


out of the swamp with your fox you only had twenty-three couples 


of hounds with you.e There isnt+ any doubt about that, General, 


because when the hounds you left in the swamp crossed the west 


he arn Se 
i . 


Toad after their fox we counted them, twenty-eight couple of | 
‘em, General," 
I have spoken with enthusiasm about Colonel Weatherfordts & 

Stirring account of our great run. Mr. 0 O'Shannesy, in his way, 
a different way perhaps, yet a telling way, recounted the run | 


of his twenty-eight couple of hounds. He knew every foot of 


run had lasted some two hours and three quarters, during which 


the ground, he knew the hounds and he éven knew the fox. The | 
the line crossed and re-crossed the west road for the fox never 


made a longer point than trom fe miles from the Swamp. The Pita ey oy 
apparently had many excelNnt rie athe rt ae of A occosdy the 


hounds, 

Mir, O'Shannesy was principally holding a brief for a hound | 
whose gallantry and supreme fox hunting Qualities had stirred | 
his heart that day. Country people have great art in simple | 
Narrative for they live close to the things whereof they tell. ) 

"General," he said, "that hound ran his fox like he was 
looking at him, looking at him every stride, and the fox a 
hundred rods afront of him. That hound don't think of anything M 


only to catch the fox just as quick as he can catch him, and he i 


don't wait, sir, to crawl under anything or poke his way through 
y ' 
some cussed little place and get stuck and messed up. No sir, : A | 
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he takes 'em in his stride anq keeps talking even when he's " 


Clear up in the air. I rode a ways up Hickory Lane and sew 


him come driving down off Hitchelirr Hill, 
stone, 


He was like a | 
the farther he come the faster he was rolling, 


a 


"To look at hin, General, maybe he wouldn't strike you as 


having much of a voice, but Sir, his cry is like & piano, and 


4 
he don't ever Stop using it, not while there is a whiff of 


scent left. It seems like he could smell a fox clean over in | 
the next county, He don't need scent Strong enough to make @ 

hound sneeze, No Sir, he can drive along faster on a half 

ROARS, Shen most hounds can Tun when they are looking at a fox, 

and his talking to the line every foot of the way. I know you 

had a grand hound with you, General. I've known him Since he 

was whelped, and his mother and father and back a long ways 

before that. He's a grand hound and I know it, but I wish you 

could have seen our hound Tun. I would have liked you to have 

seen him come off Hitchcliff Hill three hundred yards in front | 
of the pack and running s straight a line as a man could draw 
onthe ground, He didn't cive that fox any chance to dwell or 


Skylark about. Three times, General, I saw that hound in the 


| 
Same field with the fox and both of tem digging their toes in | 
the ground, and don't forget, General, that fox could go any 
place he had a mind to and run as fast as his legs could Carry ; 
him, but all that hound had was just a mite of smell that he q 
had to find and follow and stick to, and yet after two hours iH! 
he was in the same field with the fox and pushing him. Gawd, 4 
General, how he pushed him, # 


At the end of his narrative Mr, O'Shannesy turned to \s] 
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Colonel Weatherford, "General Winkleford," he said, "Judge 


McCall and Mr, Monnahan selected the winning hound and just | 


before you came into the room we made the award because our 


get over to the dance and euchre 


As I said before, General, we are all mighty sorry the 
way the thing worked out but 


folks were sort of wanting to 


party. 


we sure appreciate you and Mr, 
Pinkleton coming such a long ways to judge for us whet with 
all the rain," 

Mr. O'Shannesy sat down. I saw Colonel Weatherford twice 
Start to his feet, then apparently change his mind, Finally I 
heard his chair being pushed impetuously back and saw him rise 
to his feet. The hours of hard buffeting by the storm had 
caused his long but usually immaculately cared for mustache 
to droop ina manner which completely Changed his facial exe 
pression. He looked for all the world like @ ferocious grand. 
father walrus preparing to do battle. "Micht I inquire," he 
asked in hig iciest accent, "which hound won this hound trial 
and who owned the hound?" ‘Why, General," answered Mr, 
O'Shannesy, "it belongs to a kid, a sort of a foreigner, who 
lives away back in the rocks. He's not here. He's only a 
little kid, but Gawd, General, he's got the runninest hound, 


the most no account lookin! white runt of a hound, but the 


runninest hound that ever crossed these hills," 
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THE TREVORTS OF VIRGINIA MAKE WAY. 
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THE TREVORTS 
com QREVORTS OF VIRGINIA MAKE WAY. 


Following a meeting of the American branch of the Inter- 


National Society for aronfological Research, in Washington, 


Colonel Weatherford drifted dow to Richmon 
Old friends, 


d to stay with some 7 


Hearing that he had returned to Millbeck I dropped in on 


him to learn of this trip, and found him out under his elm tree 


deeply engrossed in a voluminous manuscript, some of the pages 


Of Which were Arayed and Balion With age. He seemed moody and 
viouall 


in low spirits and meted gonvimely glad to see me, as though in VW 
need of diversion fap whatever was Wert encroseing Bie | 
He told me of the meeting in Washington, ef the Society's 
objectives for the next year, and of itfs recent achievements, | 
~~ but it was evident that his mind was on the manuscript. He 


gathered up the pages, held them in his hands and looked over 


at me, saying, "Pendleton, I Suppose it is due to increasing 


years, but there are certain of the unalterable laws of nature 


— a a 


which depress me. I resent the saewervime relentlessness with | 

Which things disintegrate;~ families in particular, | 
“My friends in Richmond loaned me a series of journals, 

which they have succeeded in collecting, written by the elder 

branch of their family, to which they are only remotely con- 

nected. Pendleton, these early Virginians lived in magnificence, q 

They were great sportsmen, royal hosts, and gallant gentlemen, 


What they did they did well. They imported the best Stallions i 


they could buy in England, the best cattle, the best of every- } 
. 
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thing, and the Colony prospered, These Old journals give a more 


accurate, illuminating history of sport and life in the South 


than has ever been gathered between the covers of a book, but 


God bless my soul, Pendleton, it's impossible for me to enjoy 


them knowing that it all came to naught, 


"I have marked a dozen or go entries by checks on the Margin, 


Glance over them. It won't take you a moment. They illustrate 


what I mean, and form a Spest saca of a great family, I rebel, 


Pendleton, at the Withering up and ultimate effacement of 


families. Damn it if I don't detest changes of any kind, # 

The Colonel emptied his pipe by banging it viciously ageinst 
the side of a bench, glared at mé aS though for fifteen cents he 
would reorganize this particular planet of ours preliminary fe) 
turning his attention to the universe at larges~and took a turn 


“ 


of the garden, 
The journals ran to some three hundred pages, written by 


different hands. The Colonel had inserted paper markers at the 


Pages he wanted me to read, 


— . “= ' 
ee. 


— io 


‘, 
\ rr 
‘ 


mie & evig afsnrwot blo seed? .bereqeotq ynoloo ot Sas ,gnidé 
avyos edt at stil bas troga to yrotatd gatisntmuelli ,etsiwvoos 
tud .,dood s to stevoo eft neewted betedtst nesd tove asi asdt 
yotme of om tot eidtedoqmt atti ,notefbnot . [von ym eeeld bod 
a rad etdiguan ot omeo [fs tt tadt gatword medt 
eiigtsm sit mo eioedo yd eeitime os to assoh se bedtem ever I" 
otvetveui{f yedT .iaemom 8 woy eet t'now +I .medt tevo sonsilD 
(Feder I wyltmat seerg’s to oose teeqe © mot bite ,hisem I tel 
-- ‘%o taemeosttoe etsmitin Soe qv aattedtiw edt ts ,noteLbae - 
@ bald yaw to eosmhto tasteh t¢'aob I tt #F ome” veotLtnst 
tanisss ylasolofv tf anigasd yd sqiq efd Bbettqme L[enolod sdAT 
ed wipe asesift rob dguotit ss om ts berelyg .doted sg to ebte oft ~ 
OF frantn store eryo to tensfq rafvotttsaq eidd sstasgrost biyow 
2 emt B toot nal ogtal ds e@toevinn edt of noivaediés etd gntotit 
% ’ — m3 | tebtsy edt to 
y | yd netticw .asxzsq borbawti setdy smos od mar elsntyot eAT 
ord Fs erexten togeq bedreant bed LenoloD ecT .abned tnerettib 


sk alos i Wickes ithe has Gea 4heet ot ea botuew ed soneq 
haa CORRE yr tewene: ach “oomer i Lom a6 org oty teihty 
a A eeeireed GS 4927 fms” 
: : “dpht4 a; : fi & 


SRO Ly Bee? YO Getrigw ,~wrarne [ioe 


SwaEie gletogm~s ¢ lager 


meooeetilumbe of awv i enetr 


semeeetes taalion Ban cated és ' sen 
fie Mehee Ss that edd bartuges un kiko eae bu 
a, . 


‘ ® te WO 5 ai) 4 < ai S40 a t ; a we y gy, i? ; % a “ ‘\ \ Ne 


THE TREVORTS OF VIRGINIA Make MAY 


From the Diary of fairfa (oi 
Sere Seat x Churchil) Trevort y,. 


1717-1778. 


pazeh 4th, 1765. Disbatchea my servant, Eff, to Richmond this 


day by mule~back to meet Lord Edgemont, Pray God the horse 


had a safe voyage from England, 
My son, Fairfax Westmoreland Trevort bom today. 
—* 14th, 1765. My horse, Lord Edgmont, for which I laid out 
~~ the vast sum of a thousand pounds 


in bngland, arrived Safely 


this day and in good order. I do believe him to be the most 


airy and gallant. rtooking horse yet brought into this colony, 


He unhappily Savaged a blacksmith at Richmond, 


March 28th, 1765. The gentlemen from all sections of this and 


neighboring parishes are kind enough to speak flatteringly 
about my stallion, Lord Edgmont, promising to send their 
most fashionable mares to hin. The press does me the honor 
of prophesying that through this importation the horses in 


the entire colony may be vastly improved, 


September 18th, 1765, Dispatched Eff to Richmond to meet the ship 
bringing the silver for my daughter's wedding chest, 141 pieces 
in all, with the Trevort Arms. He is also to bring the items 
of finery my wife ordered from my agent in London, Eff took 
the covered wagon with four mules and three extra men as pro. 
tection, The roads are in shocking condition for the entire 
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104 miles between this place and Richmond, 
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_ 
Dec. Slst, 1765, As is my Custom I will note at the year's close 


what measure of Progress I have made in my affairs, 


Through the acquisition of the Gwendollen lands Trevort 
Hall now embraces 14,600 acres of land by 


Steen cee 


Survey. There are 

604 slaves on the Place, an increase of 187 during the year. 

400 additional acres of land have come under cultivation, . 

five miles of new fences constructed, 184 cabins built, and f 
| 


an increase of live Stock of all kinds to the extent of some | 
| =e nape coe nn Gd an ae, Mach ook A i Pou | | | 
Ro Cuat, y) Whit be Knu44 , res ’ ‘at 
Oct. 10th, 1770. This day ran my aan Edgmont of Trevort by . ri 
Lord Edgmont a match race best 4 out of 3 eats for 500 | 
pounds against Mr. Carroll St. Spencer's Hercules, Two more ’ 
gallant horses never competed in this colony, | 
I was privileged to entertain 150 or more of my neighbors 
following the event, many from a great distance, 
I neglected to record that my horse was victorious, It 


was necessary for the horses to run the £oumsh head, waich was 


So near a draw that I found myself Wishing it might have been 
80, more particularly as the match was run on the Trevort 
Downs. Feelings of cordiality engendered through being 
Surrounded by one's friends in one's own halls are quite 


inimical to any ferm—ef pleasure from personal gain or success, 


Eff had my horse in gratifying condition. He entertained 
the visiting attendants to the number of a hundred to a late ; 
hour. I am told there was much country dancing and that the | 


Singing was worthy. a 
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Nov. 3, 1770. Mr, Carroll St.Spencer this day challenged me to 


& main of 21 birds at 20 Pounds the bird, I gladly accepted 
his challenge to give him an Opportunity to recoup, but my 


cocks are not of the order I would wish, Will discuss the | 
matter with Eff, 


Nov. 29th, 1770, Was defeated in my main with Mr. St. Spencer | 


and in so ignominious a manner that I must of necessity i 
have lost caste with my neighbors. Only six of my twenty-— | 
One cocks were successful, I have written my agent in | 
London to procure me some new Stockg of a breed of which I 
hear good report. The present deplorable situation comes 

| from Eff's growing concern and interest in the horses and . . 


neglect of the cocks, if 


Eff's grandfather, old Eff, handled cocks for my grand- . | 


take a matter of such importance more seriously. I have 
promised him his freedom on Christmas day but in order to 
impress him with the gravity of not Walking the birds 
Sufficiently and permitting them to get into such low 
Spirits, I told him I was of a mind to put the matter off 


for another year, This I will not do, but would certainly ) 
do to any other, 


FAIRFAX WESTMORELAND TREVORT P 
1765 — 1840. 


March 2, 1826, Eff went off to Richmond this day with a formidable 


Cavalcade of men, mules and wagons to meet the ship from ‘ 


yuo 


father with notable success, and one would think Eff would 
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alles 


England bringing my new Sire, Star Eclipse, che four brood 


mares and my new maroon coach which Messrs, Hooker built {a 
for me in London, 


Slst, 1826. As the year closes I note with Satisfaction 
that my affairs have again prospered, The Trevort lands | 
now extend to 19,000 acres, all properly Surveyed, marked, | 


and for the most Part fenced with durable fencing, As my 


father used to say, - "Things are in good order against t 


March 3, 1870. I sent Eff over to Major Grosvenor's with my two 


Dec, 


the time when we must make way for others", 


FAIRFAX WESTMORELAND TREVORT 11 
1803 ~— 1881, 


The war ended today, 


old brood mares to have them bred. Were it not for false 
pride I would have the mares destroyed rather than send them 
toa heane of uncertain lineage — mares that trace back to 
Lord Edgmont and Star Eclipse. I seem not able, however, 
to reconcile myself to Seeing a year pass without a foal or 
two at Trevort Hall. There is but one sire left in this 
part of the State. 

My own affairs are desperate beyond all belief, 


31, 1870, I review the passing year with regret and dismay 
but thank God I face the future with courage and hope. Of 


the 19,000 acres once embracing this property, only 300 ree 
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main. The cattle barns, stables and Sheep folds are empty 


and standing with the air of expecting further devastation; \ 


weeds and neglect reproach me when I walk abroad, 


: 

. 

I purpose nevertheless by the strictest possible . 
economy, by eternal Vigilance, and by my own continual | 


labors, with the help of Almighty God to (gain) restore’ our 


fortunes, against, as my father used to Say, the time when ‘| 


we must make way for Others, 


While reviewing the year I would record one pleasant . 
event, Our marriage anniversary, at which above a hundred 
of our valued friends partook of our modest hospitality. 
Many of them did us the kindness of Staying on with us for 
a week or more, Some were put to burdensome expense in | 
coming so great a distance. Since the war most of our | 
friends have dispensed with their coaches and did us hetias 
to ride such wearisome journeys. My memory glows at the 


remembrance of the many kindly and courteous sentiments 


Which were expressed for us, 

As I was writing this entry Mr. St, Spencer called | 
upon me challenging me to a main of six birds at two dollars . i 
the bird. I accomodated him. I will impress upon Eff that | j 
I want our birds very painstakingly walked, and will see to 


the business myself, 


FRANCIS FAIRFAX CHURCHILL TREVORT ; 


1845 - 1927, | 
Feb. 3, 1887. This day the Planters Security and Trust Co, took 


Over Trevort Hall under the mortgage. Mr. Phillips, the \¥ 
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young man in charge of the company's affairs very courteously 


offered to permit us the temporary use and Occupancy of the : 


Superintendent's cottage, I am most grateful to him, I mst 


now promptly engage in some enterprise which will insure my 1 


affairs SA being in better order when the time comes for me 


to make way in favor of my son, 


23, 19283. Mr. Bob Jordan has this day invited me to join with 
him in his merchandising enterprise at Spillman Cross Roads. | . 
His exacting duties as Postmaster, to which post he has just 
been appointed, precludes his giving the necessary attention 
to his place of business, p' 
Mr. Jordan very generously contracts to pay me the . 
emolument of eight dollars per week and the use of the two 
rooms over the store, the one for me, the other for Eff, and 
consents to my paying Eff the sum of two dollars per week 


to help me in lifting the heavier articles, I am erateful 


: being able to make this satisfactory arrangement regarding 
Eff. His family, father and son, have been attached to my 
family for soMe tame, His loyalty to me in certain rather t 


perplexing situations has touched me deeply. 
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63, 1925. I am 80 years of age today, and Eff is now 81. 


5, 1927. I was not able to wait upon our patrons today due . . 
to a slight but now continuing indisposition, The thought | 
has occurred to me many times lately that the day is not | 


far off when I must make way for others, I think constantly 
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of my Son, Francis. How could he let so many years go by, 


eighteen years it ig now, without letting me know his 


whereabouts. 


FRANCIS CHURCHILL TREVORT | 
1878 — 1928, 4 | 
From the Richmond Dispatch of December 14, 1928; | 
i 
"Francis C. Trevort formerly of this state died at the 


| ij 
South Chicago Poor Farm December 13th. He had been an inmate 


of the institution for some years," 


| 
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PAMALLA WEATHERFORD 
Sees SEATHERFORD 


NG, A 


In that now remote era when an Older generation was 


Supposedwant expected to casp at the lack of manners, convention { 
and propriety of youth, the one intimate contact which 014 
Colonel " Purrrvohed had sie what he called "this social dis. 

| 


order", ae San niece, Pamb{1e Weatherford, of Boston, | 
If, for educational reasons, the Colonel had to be 

initiated into this then considered disturbing new order of 

things, certainly he could have found no more modern example t© | 

study than this same niece of his. The difficulty was that he 

madé not the slichtest effort to comprehend her and had no in. 

tention of trying to deaalrgcto! | 
The beng | was brusque, critical, and at times almost 7 

belligerent * his youthful kinswoman, He stormed at her when 

present and dtdet her when absent, threatening her with every 


form of chastisement, from things physical to deleting her name 


from his — 
Pandj la listened to these scolding’ and protests with only 


— \ — - 


an academic interest in what she referred to as "Uncle John's 


- Saar ieee 
7 _ a a 


deliciously whimsical Wittostudi baet and went on her way believing 


and announcing to all who cared to eed that she was possessed | 
of the most lovable, engaging, prehistoric uncle in the world, | 

But the odd and difficult thing to understand about all this 
furor, scolding and indignation was that underneath it the ola | 


Colonel was inordinately proud of his niece, and as a matter of 
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fact very much in Love with her. On the other hand he couldn't 


and wouldn't countenance ay “things. He disliked her matter 
2 — 
of fact way 


nd 


~ nT 
of indulging Vin & whiskey and soda ‘when thirsty.) 


: ee ee —— 
In the Colonel's scheme of things neither young girls nor old 


girls consumed whiskey and soda, He stormed at her approval of 


_ certain books. He berated her for wagering more than she could 
afford to risk at Belmont and Saratoga. Never partaking | and ae | 
Seldom serving cocktails, which he considered as so much sided, 


it irritated him beyond measure to hear Pamalla requisition a 


cocktail from his own butler and then tO #6e-hes-sit—with her 
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aad askime for the dividend, 

Her sailing for odd, unconventional parts of Europe on a i 
day's notice, junketing about the world alone and dropping out 
of sight for long periods of time, he considered *A cross 
irregularities, 


If she failed to come to see him he felt abused and lone- 


some, yet when advised that she was coming he felt even more 


abused, “ee one of the continuing causes of rupture between them 


Cae 


lay in Pan{{la's haphazard way of pouncing upon him at untoward 
times and making requests tending to upset his well-ordered 

life and household, One of the Colonel's chief complaints was J} 
her arriving at any hour between midnight and sun-up,with one or 


more attaches, after every Yale - Harvard football game played 


h 
in New Haven, and wheedling him out of a horse to hunt on Monday, A 


| 


The entire situation was ridiculous but perhaps not altogether 


\y) 


unnatural, for the Colonel was too old to have a niece of 


oa 


*'abfyoo ed basd redio edd a0 «,red dttw evol at dovmw vrov tost 
eettam ted Dbetffath oH .agatdt yosm sonsnetnvoo t'abi{uow bas 
“stenaas meLiW, 8608 bas yodatdm s al’gnigivdat to yew toe? to 
Dio rom, aizty gayoy tediien a@uatdd to euedoa s8'Leaoled edit al 

to Isvorqqs ted ts bomtota aH .abos bas yexelidw benwanoo altis 

| Sivoo ede. ascdd stom sairtepsw rot sect hbstiated eH .eadood aistzes 
Sas gatisitag tevell. ,egoters?® bas ¢somied ts Aets o¢ hrotts 
<foatog doym o@ as betrebiamos oc dolidw .aifstxooo gaivresa mobioa 
8 noitiatuper sllemst need Of otuassm hooyed mid betatixzri ti 
~ted_itin-#ie—ten-—sea of cod bas refitud owo aid sort Listiooo 
Onebivibh edt sot aeides bas 

8 M0 Sqotyi to attaq fsaolinevacoms ..bbo tot gatiisa roH 
Ratio) saiggotb bas enofls Sfrow edd suods gnitextou, .sotteoa a' ysb 
» 8n0T3 AA botebtamoo od .emit to aboiteq sm0f tot idgta to 
sBeitizsinugerri 

“ senol bas beauda #102 Ns iA NOR eda tI 

exom M979 diet od saimoo asw eda taddé Desivbs cedw tey ,.9smoa 
meds aeewted stustqur to aeauso gainaitaoo edd to smo tot .beends 

Srswotvay ts wid mogt:. galoauog to. ysw brsesedqed a! af Fined ai yal 

.» &erebto~Lfaw aid sgeaqu ov gaibast ataeuper gatdem bas semis. 
14 ase atatefgmoo tetde a'Leaofod edé to oad eblodeavod bas oti 
70 edo, dit in.queava bas tdgtabin neewied zvod yas te gnivizis ted 
» Bevelg emey fisdtoot brsvisH ~ efeY yrove totts .sadosits stom 
*yshaol ao tauri of eazod & to tuo mid gutfboodw bas .nevall well mt 
modtegotia ton agadzeq stud avolyoibis asm aotdeutie otitae ed? 
_ to soein s svad ot Blo oot asw LemoloD edt rot .istudsany 


‘2 
) : e' 
, v 
ay : 


— Sa 


a 
Panfi{la's years, 
making their 
to him, 


and Particularly at a time when eirls were 


first use of a freedom totally incomprehensible 


The Colonel was Stubborn and Set and old fashioned, 
focusing upon hig niece's lesser characteristics and refusing 


to see the mountains or give credit where credit was due. Com~ 
paratively speaking Paitgila was not mich beyond a child, yet 
had made a distinguished mark for herself, She had translated 


& volume of very difficult modern French verse for an exacting 
publisher, and with so much charm and feeling that the American 
edition had sold for beyond the publisher's expectation, 

A famous collector, the owner of a rare and ancient manu 
script, having twice failed to procure a satisfactory translation, 
turned the text over to her; and some day there will be a new 
and very important book on sport. of 

She had an intuitive —n @em the subtle meanings 
and appropriateness of words, veo! new and happy use of which 
made her tingle with glee, The scheme of things which she had 
mapped out for herself called for her being up to the minutene 


in things literary, in the arts and in the important movements 


of the day, and being wound up to a high key she readily absorbed 


current happenings, 


She-made~ng bones of the fact that in respect to phys 


attractiveness she aimed to Dhease ehe believed in this in 
principe and thougt served a useful purpote—tn_z somewhat 
lncané world, 
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Nature had been most extraordinarily bountiful with her 


and this ,augmented by @ munificent allowance plus her owe 


knowledge of countless subtle artifices made of her a picture 


ar = 
—— 


that caused the old Colonel to mutter to me more than once, 


i 
"God bless me, Pendleton," Following these "God bless me's" ) 

he would indulge in a certain amount of Scolding and berating 
regarding cocktails and betting and then carry her off fora 
day's racing at Belmont Park or Saratoga, wagering a hundred 


dollars of his own money on every race or two for her, a thing | | 


Un. Rr TGs =. if 
which he never did for himself, then order a-seientifically 


conceived dinner and the best of wine and take inordinate pride | 
Ee Be 
in introducing her as my niece to any old acquaintance within 


views 


But whatever she turned her hand to seemed to irritate the 
Colonel. She did a sketch for Hollywood that brought a reward 
which when I reduced it igto terms of my Saaste Mneun beef at } 
nine cents a pound astounded me and suggested the futility of 
agriculture as a livelihood, The Colonel read the nonuaqpius 

| AD FXLOeA | 
and no one lacking his iron constitution could have carried on, 


ee ca . 
as without if le stroke. I myself had to squirm a bit at i: 


the flaunting of things I thought it unnecessary to parade. 
That the name Weatherford was to be subscribed to the piece 
shook the Colonel to his foundation, ; 
Following this she became entranced with Russian dancing, 
fell under the spell of a group of Russian exiles in Montreal, | 


wore herself to a shadow mastering the technique, and, favored HI 


we 


' ») ted dolw Lutitavod yitrentbtosrtxe taom cood bad ertal 
| fe ted aulg sonswolls tneolttianm s yd bet aougus, aids bas 
Stutofq a ted to sbsu Seolttizs eLtdyse easltasoo to egbelwoud 
, 9000, Gedy 9tom en o¢ tettum ot LemofLod bio edt Beauso tad 
"atom eacstd bod" seedd gaiwolfol ",motelbaed ,em aaeld bod" 
gaitsted bas gaibloos. to tawoms aisiroo 5 at sgiubat bilyow ed 
S20 ito ted ytze0 aedd bas guttied bus altet{ooo gutbteger 
botbad = gairesew ,sgoters® x0 Axel tnomfed $s gatost a'yab 
gaids. 2 oka. met sity TO 9O98T YITeVS moO yonom nwo efd to arselfob 
tobro sedd ,.tfeamid tot btb teaver ed dotdw 
shitq stsaibroal esi bas oniw *e taed ead fas teanib bevieonoo 


aidtiw soasiniaypos bio yas ot. ecabs on as tod gnaioubottai at 


ito Pe canihs ebiiieaive | _ aWety 
edt stssizti o¢ bowse2 ot basd ted beast oda revetsdw tue 
brewer s tdguotd sent boowyl oH tot doves s bib. ed@ .Leaofed 
ta,..t90d. aupad dosiq.ym to amzed ot@t si boouber I aodw doidw 
to ytiltivt edt betesggua bag om ASebauotas yhanog 8 ataso ents 
| dgtjpasnam edt heer fenolod oeAT  boodtLevis 8 88 9Ivilyoizgs 
a0 Saitrso svaed blyoo noltudttamos aozi ota. Retinat 200 on bas 
$e tid o mlupa.ot bed tiosym I ..exorte 2 : duodd tw ~es 
_ sebersq ot yrseseosany ti tdguods 1 epaide to galitamslt edt 
 « goetg sdt ot beditoadua ed ov saw SrotredéseW emaa odd dsdT | 
” Peed-axie oo Mewreas 2h a2 00 itabasro% aid.ot LeaoLod edt dooda 
Sdtoash asteauh Atin beoastiae emaced eda atdt yaiwollo¥ 
efsetiaol at eLixe asiaauil to quot 6 to ffeqa edd tebay [Let 
betovst <bas ,eupiadoss edt gaixetaam jwobsda gs ot Ifeared.erow 


oe 


with AASAPER-OR deaudy, charm 


and a figure givep to few dancers, 
blossomed out under a Russian n 


ame. She took undo herself an 


alleged Russian prince as a partner ana gave recitals, Just how 


the Colonel survived this storm, terrific in it/ 
don't know, 


8 intensity, I 


e, 
All things considered, I knew Pamala Weatherford a great 


deal better than did her uncle, and a Sounder, saner, clearer~ 


thinking, straighten-shooting little person never lived, John 


Weatherford represented her ideal of a gentleman, and a man of 


the world and a sportsman of the older generation, but she was 
just as much a Weatherford &S was he and could be just as set 
in her ways. She was determined to live her own life and see 
it through along her own lines, : 

It was shortly after the Russian dancing phase and when 


refer to her! without CX= 


the Colonel was about able to ages 
Ploding that he received a letter at the reading of which I 
happened to be present, 

_ "Darling," she commenced. I could never be sure whether 
ee mode of address irritated or pleased him, "I want awfully 
to go to Virginia to hunt. I have never been there, And listen, 
darling, my boy is the most terrible rotter, Couldn't I have 
your Eddie Walsh and your van and couldn't he come up to Boston 
for my two horses and van them down to Centerburg? Oouldn't 
you possibly come with me? I'm going to Rome as soon ag I get 
back, and won't see you for ever so long. Please dear, come 
down with me — just for ten days. I have worlds of things I 


want to talk to you about and ask you about, 


I've been terribly 
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good lately. Is it all right about the vand? Can ; stay 
two or three days with you before I sail? Gog keep you and 


make you love me a little bit because I love you, and keep you 
from being so terribly cross with me, 


Pam," 


I could tell perfectly well from the manner in which the | 
note paper crinkled in the Colonel's hand that we were in for 
an explosion. He sat holding the letter, looking into the fire 
and tapping his foot on the floor while I waited in unhappy ex | 
pectancy, confessing to cat oo that I would relish a fortnight i] 
hunting in Virginia with Pamjfla Weatherford, I marvelled at | 
that rugged old New England conservatism which pemitted gf a | 
ogigPon ss 2: like a bear to anyone 80 completely beguiling, 

The Colonel prolonged his meditation, apparently forgetful 
of my very existence, a welcome neglect. I knew what was in 


progress, He was framing one of those crisp telegrams which 


_ would commence with the statement that he could not spare Walsh | 
and the van, and then enlarge upon the unwarranted expense and i 
impropriety of going to Rome, and include a reference to an | 
affair of some years ago which caused the Colonel to make a 
Quick trip to Rome, to 0g her home , the inconvenience and 
annoyance of which ranpited him to this day. He suddenly shoved 
his chair back, arose, and started, as I Supposed, to the | . 


telephone; smérI resigned myself to being an ear witness to i 


the sending of a very froniheous telegram, and so slumped down in 


ST a, 


my chair. But instead of fecaying the telephone the Colonel 
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rang &@ bell and instructed the servant to send Walsh to him, 
the very tone of his voice assured me that the storm had passed, 
When Eddie Walsh arrived, a servant who from boyhood had caused 
the Colonel quite as much mental annoyance as his niece, the 
Colonel said to him, "Walsh, have pentane go over the van thoroughly 
us the morning and make sure that it is in good order, then go to 
Boston and pick up Miss Weatherford's horses and take them to 
Centerbure, Virginia, to Mr, Furrman's stables. You will be away 
about ten days. Take our om head-stalls and clothb, I won't 
have horses unloaded from my van with rags on them. Here is 

two hundred dollars, You Will pay your own expenses and Mr, 
Furrman's bill. I don't want Miss Weatherford to pay any of the 
bills, and Walsh, I want you to report to me how everything goes. 
Now don't forget that, Report everything. I will write out 
directions in the MAREE: SOUP 0's hem to reach Centerburg, 
That is ali." The boy s#es#ed to leave the room when the Golonel 
called him back, "Walsh," he Said, "I want you to understand 
that you are working for Miss Weatherford, Now dont¢ forget. 

I don't want anyone in Virginia to think I ow those old crocks 
of horses or ever had anything to do with them or even saw them 
or that they ever saw Millbeck. Remember, they are Miss Weather. 
ford's horses and come from Boston. You needn't go out of your 


wustlis 


take any clothing with my initials on it, and don't leave the 


mention that Miss Weatherford is my niece, and don't 


van out on the public square." 


When the boy had left the room the Colonel re-read the 
letter, folded it, took it over and placed it in a bulky envelope, 


\ 18 


ee ee ae = poe oe eee 


= 


. 
| | wae o¢ dafsW dasa ot tasvree odt betoursant base Lfod & Bia 
Hhoasgq Dad mrote oft stadt em betieas sotov atd to snot VIev on7 
| Seevso isd boodyod mort ow tasvroa s Sevitrs dalsW etbbai medi 
| edt ,soeta aid es sonsyonns Letnem coum es ottup Lemelod od: 
Yidgvotodt asv edt tevo og cunedt eved ,dalsi" mtd ot Bbiea Lemofod 
eo? og ned? ,tebro boog at at #2 tadt eve oxem das gatatom edt at 
| ov mocdd sist 58 agatod e'hrotredtseW aatM qu dofo Sas aotveod 
yews od Iitw ‘NOY -39ldeta a'asmrryl .tM ot -.sintottV .gtudretmed 
t'sow I .diitolo fas alfste-baed nwo two exsT eeyeab mot tyods 
af stoH .medd mo ager dtiw asv ya mort behsoLar 89aTod svsd 
»tM bas aeamegxe owo mwoy yaq {fiw oY .exreliobd betbaud ows 
odd to yams Yeq OF HrotredtseW aaiM tasw t'aob I ellid a'agsmrryT 
890g gaidtyrsve wod om of troger of soy vasw I ,dele¥ bas .alflid 
duo eticw ILiw I egiiddyteve troqeHh .tadt fegtot t'mob wol 
egtudtetned 1o8eT ov wod voy aatw vl ae ey sdv af emottoerth 
fenofod st ode soot sdt evsel ot bedewsea yod edT ".Ifs at tacdT 
Sastersbhay od VOY Sens ta Disa sa " (fatal os mtd beLiso 
_etogrot t'a0b woll -brotredt sof aail rot gatidrow ets YOY tarts 
axooro bLo sacdt owo I anidd ot sinigrtv of enoynas ¢csw ¢'mob I 
mocdt 8a f9v9 to nody agiw ob o# gatdeyas Sed T9Vv9 TO ssatod to 
atodéee¥ agik ore yedd .Tedmomos pHoed £. ind Wse Tove youd tedd TO 
TUOY oe tuo Re, #'abeen woY »n0ta0d moxt 909 ons aeatod s' brot 


_..-. - aa * 
< 


#'a0b bas .9092a xn at brotredié.ae¥ aati tadt cottnom ov od yew 

odd evaol 3 "mob bas tt no eLettint ym détw gnidtelo yns iss 

" | "spraupa ofidug edd so tuo asy 
ett baorp: £ Lenotod ant m0 0% ont te bed yod edt nedW 


es eC 


<eqo Lorne wee 8 at Bn booatg bag zevo Fy: ‘Sead Ft DebLot ,tTettel 


s 1 ee 


~8. 


retied a piece of req tape around the envelope and placed it in 
the lower drawer of his desk, "Pendleton," he Said, "I'm now 
going to give you a SurprePe licking at backgammon." As we 
Started to Play he put the dice down, and looked at me saying, 
"I would give pretty nearly anything I have in this world if 
she would just marry the right sort of mane And if I had any- 
thing left after I haa given everything away I would give it 
as a thank4 -offering if I could cease being so fond of her,!® 

Something over a week went by when one afternoon the 
Colonel telephoned asking if he could Stroll over and see me. 
He seemed in rather a contemplative yet Slightly perplexed 
frame of mind, a mood I enjoyed, for at such times he was 
judicial and infinitely human, 

"Pendleton," he commenced, “I rather think I should run 
down to Virginia. Do hing. think you could steal off for a few 
days. We cquld stop a and see the Pimlico Futurity and I 
would rather hike to see that race this ae A colt of my 
neeeding is starting. The truth is, Pamala is a bit on my 
mind, I rather gather that ~ well here Pendleton, perhaps you 
would glance over these letters which that jackass Walsh ‘has 


written me. I'm sorry to bother you with so much rubbish but 


you couldn't appraise the situation without reading the letters, 


and I @» want your advice," The Colonel handed me the letters, 
told my man to bring him a glass of Sherry and a biscuit, took 


@ book over to a favorite leather arm chair, while I settled 


down to read. Eddie Walsh's reports, 
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Centerburg, Virginia 


Hon. Golonel John Weatherford ; . 
Millbeck, New York 


Sir: 
I got your letter saying as how I was to Teport the way 
everything went down here with Miss pan) fis and me and the 
horses, 
Well, Sir, I wouldn't know how to report the kind of a 
Place this Centerburg, Virginia is, it not being like any other 


Place I ever been in no+ by no manner of means, 


loosing the paper you gave me, I went to a place Called West 


Virginia, what is only a spell ove Side of where I was coing 


a - 


| 
We got here pretty good with the, van.only account of me 
‘ 
} 
then I found the paper and got here, | 


Now please, Sir, I wouldn't want to say anything I shouldntt+ i 
only these two horses of Miss Peuffla's, well Sir, they arn't 
the kind of horses you'd be after thinking a young lady would | 
be buying if there were any other two horses any wheres. Not . 
at all at all. The black horse 18 called Lord Ronald. A man 


wouldn't know how to get four pounce for him in Cork as a carter, 


The dun mare, Kiss Me, is worser than him by a pound, When we 
was uhlenhine/ Mr. Furrman, where I'm Stabling, said to me, 
"Have you got papers for these horses?" And a colored boy what 
works for him acted like he would choke himself. I didn't¢ Say 


nothing to the boy, not then, 


eee a ee 


I will report more tomorrow. Everything is all right only 
I don't know as I will get along so good with this Lord Roland 
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and this Kiss Me whatts the orfulest looking mare, 
Respectfully, 


Eddie, 


Centerburg, Virginia 


Hone Colonel John Weatherford 
Millbeck, New York 


Sir: 


Miss Pand {ie came to the stable this morning and said as 


how she wanted to hunt in the morning and would ride Lord 
Ronald and I was to ride Kiss Me, and she said the people down 
here when they rode blood horses did their horses manes up in 
little kind of curlpaper knots and wanted her horses done the 
Same way, and had I ever seen curlpaper knots and could I learn 
to do it. Now please, Sir, Miss Pamgfe asking me could I braid 
& horse's mane and me braidin! tem for you three days a week 
these fifteen years. But the dun mare has had her mane houwea 
for maybe twenty years and is just growin’ a mane and the hairs 
are terrible bristly, and she's got too many of tem, and you 
can't thin ‘em - and her mane is black, and when I get through 
she's goin! to have maybe a million braids what's goin’ to stick 
out ‘stead - Soe flat, and be the orfulest lookin! horse, 
Then Miss Pandya said she saw horses going to the wees with 
sort of football guards on their knees and the lead horses with 
sheets that fitted over their ears = sort of window curtain: 


material, and did I have any of these football things and lace 


curtains, and if not I was to get them at the saddle shop, 
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, Nell, Sir, please, I thought that would be ad but Miss 
Pampa Says as how she went with @ young gentleman. what lives 
ehabhe Same place as her, to see the horses training at Mr, 
Hefelerts track and that the young gentleman told her that | ; 
they were going to have a hunter trial down here next week, and | 
then She told me she had decided to enter Lord Ronald and 
wanted him put in training, Please, Sir, that's what Miss 
Pam {ia Said, "put him in training", If you will excuse me, 

Sir, it's the most ridiculest thing ever I heard, But I have | 


Something worser than that to report. Miss Pangjie wants to } 
Know can I ride with my stirrups pulled up short like a jockey | 


and have I any blinkers in the tack box and is there one of 


| 
| 
these walking caifes what you can Sit on in the tack box and 1 
did I bring any field glasses,'cause she wants to go out early | 
in the morning and sit on the walking cane and watch me through | 
the glasses breezing Lord Ronald and will I please do him up in | 
anadages ail around and pull my stirrups just as short as Mr, | 
Hefeler's boys ‘cause if she is going to put Lord Ronald in | 
training she is going to do it correct, 


Please, Sir, I don't want to give any offense but I was 


Shi nksney was I to report this why maybe you might telegraph 
Miss Pang {1s ‘cause me galloping Lord Ronald ‘round Mr, Hefgler's 
track ‘long side of his good race horses, me with my stirrups 


pulled way up, Lord Ronald wearing blinkers and all bandaged 


and lookin! at me is the terribulest, orfulest things what ever 


was at any time. 


up and Miss Pamalla sitting on one of these here little canes 1 
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I'm ‘most through Teporting only this aftemoon just when 


Twas leaving the stable Admiral Payson, the first part is about 

the sea and all that, but the Sea isn't right here at Center— | 
burg, only the Admiral has a fine farm and breeds Only race 
horses and has the grandest Stallion altogether what can't be 

used only to thoroughbred mares. Well it seems him and Miss | 
Pamalla was having some Supper together at his house last night | 
and he says to me, “Are you Miss Weatherford's man?" "Yee sir," 
I says, "Well, show me Miss Weatherford's mare — the one “ae . 
wants to breed to my horse, I never accept any mares without : 
inspecting them. Have you a proper health certificate for her? Hy | 
How recently has she been examined?" fie11, Sir, please I take ) 
him down to the dun mare's box. "No. No." he Says, "I only 
went to see the mare she wants to breed. I have no time to 


look over all her horses," "Well, Sir," I Says, "this is the 


only mare we have down here," "What! he says, "What. What," 


and goes in the box. "God," he says. “Good Lord," and turns 


<a ee 
on - =— “ 


to a gentleman what's with him and the gentleman says, "Lord 
a-mighty," and they both say Lord a-mighty @ couple of more 
a 


times, then co aWay » 


eS aa a 
ane 
Caer 


This is all what I have to report now, Sir, 


, Respectfully, 
Eddie, , 
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Centerburg, Virginia 


Hon. Colonel John Weatherford 
Millbeck, New York 


Sir: 


This was the day we hunted, Please, sir, it don't seem 
“a 
like I would know where to start, 


Well I did all those things Miss Pamd{ie wanted, knee pads 
and such, and the boys in the stable Standing around watching 
mé and there were some more boys from outside Standing around 
and one of the boys who didn't get there 'till after I had the 
net on Lord Ronald says to a boy in the Stable, "What horse is 
that?" and the boy Says, "Why that's Colonel Bradley's Kentucky 
Derby winner." I didn't say anything. Not right then, 

The meet was Seven miles away over the turbelest road and 
I never see so many horses on a road in my life. There was more 
people to the meet than would be in Millbeck in & year. 

Everybody here in Virginia is mostly interested in horses, 
They don't pay attention any to people, only it be someone what 
looks like Miss Pandfia, but you wouldn't have a horse out of a& 
van long enough to pull a tail bandage off afore they would know 
all about him, 

Well, Sir, seeing me coming along with Lord Ronald all done 
up, what with lace curtains and all why they kept lookin! at 
him and I see by the way they looked at his feet and legs and 
the face of him, they can't make nothing of it at all at all 
‘cause please sir no one ever saw legs the like of his on a 


hunter. You wouldn't know that a horse could find the time or 
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enough places to put the bumps and old cuts on hig legs as this 


Lord Ronald has. And his feet, why please Sir you wouldn't see 
Ld ai tr’. vine tia | 
| Standin* on it. An English groom 
“ ? 
from Philadelphia says to me, “that orse must have been in some 


} 
‘orrible haccidents", 


none of a napkin 


pa. be I didn't see any other horses done up like I had my 
horses, shen I knowed Miss Panga had seen some flat horses 
being taken over to Mr, Hefgler's track and that's where she 


got the idea about this net and all, 


i didn't want to take the sheet off and the knee pads and 


tail bandages and all what with every one lookin' at me, but 
there didn't seem any use of waiting so took ‘em off, and I i 
haven't the sheet more than off when a boy who works for some 
people from Boston says, "God if it ain't old Lord Ronald come 


down here for his 2lst birthday", But sir a meet i 38 po Place, 


not by no manner of means, to say anything ox wonton anybody 
but afore I leave I got something to say to this. Boston boy 
and the one what said Lord Ronald was Colonel Bradley's 
Kentucky Derby winner and the one what laughed when Mr, Furrman 
asked me did I have the papers and three others what I didntt+ 
report about = were worser than any, 

Miss Pang jie came along then with three young gentlemen, 
I think it was five she come along with, and I put her up and 


she ‘says, "Waleh,is Lord Ronald all right? He isn't nervous 


he Walsh?" Please Sir, you haven't seen this Lord Ronald and 


him bein' nervous and upset is the rediculist thing, 


. 
or upset about being in a strange stable or off his feed, is i 


: . ->{. 
iy Sid? 86 egei aid ao adyo blo boa aquud edt tuq oF Beogtq dyuone 
908 ¢'abivow voy 1ti8 sasolq ydw .teet we bat eeed Slanok brod 


) aed oo, 
| mootg detical ad .t! mo ins ie odode ais atigea « to saon 


. omoa al need evad taum eat0 dedi" .om ot ayse sidglebs{idd wort 
e"ataebtoosd efdizzo’ 

ya Sed I exti qu saob aeatod tedio yas 906 t'abib I LiloW 
geared Seft emoa nose bad si ZT asi bewood I gedé, asezod 
eda otodw e'tsd¢ Sas dos: a'relytol tM ot gevo aetsd yaied 
ifs Das tem aids tyods sebf edi tox 

| has ashsgq eon edt bas tto tesda odd sist ot tnew Ft abib I 
dud em te 'aftool omo yreve ditw tedw ifs bas aegsbasd Lisi 
} I bas ,.tto wig! dood o8 gaitiaw to say yas mesa t'abib etodt 
emos tot szrow osw yod S nedw tio add 9x60 foodd edi t' devad 
emoo Bisaefi Brod bLo tints ¢i ti bod" .ayse amotaod mort siqoeq 
, .soalq -— af a tia $y “e"yabdizid gels afd TOT sted mwob 
vbodyas wa Aika wadlines gabddyan 18a ot .aasem to Tennent Om ud son 
vod FoI a by Bist ot ysa ot gnidtemos tog I evael I vos ioe Suni 
a'yolbsta Leaolod 8 3N HALOS brow bise ¢adw eno ould td 
nent esi oe aed bedgual jacw emo edd bas tenatw vdzed ytoudaed 
7 ‘PtabLb. I Fedw etedio cords bas ateqsq edt eved I bib Ont beves 
“Ys aed? toatow stow tu twods troger 

“someLtne3 3 aawoy sordd avin. aedé aaolg 9MLO at tjnes eel 


| | ia te 
} bas qu red dq I bas at we ‘auale SiNOo ede ‘evit easw vi Antdd I 


y ai Fh 


euevien $net ei Stdgix iis blacok brod at dafaW"  eysr ode 
ai aboot ant te x0 eldsds egnatie B at edt 0d « teequ to 
nab biecek Sxod ‘atat meca #'neved BOY te caselt "TdateW. ad 


7) ei? efs bolt? Siw o 
eguidt teilvotber edt a at toaqu ban avovr en “tated mid 


~15. 


Well, hounds moved off up the road a spell, toa wood, 
but we didn't g0 in the cover; but kept ; 


Ww de 
bar way what & boy let dow and went across a field to a hill 
i 


On till we come to a 


and stood on the ae ee never saw SO many horses to a meet 


and a lot of tem young and just beint Schooled and I never saw 


three~year~olds so nice and quiet and the boys sittin! on tem 


i ——— 


Quiet and it's the same in the stables down here, everything 
Quiet, and the stables don't look oreky like nothing at all on 
the outside but all clean and neat on the inside and the tack 


nice and soft,and like I said nobody makin' any noise, no 
droppin! things and hollerin! at a colt to move Over and all | 
this. I never saw many of these colored boys before and you | 
wouldn't think I was reporting what was the truth but please, it 
Sir, some of these boys ride and hendle a young horse almost I 
like maybe they had been in treland,. . 
An Irish boy whege people live on Long Island Says to me, 
"Where do you get your horses?" looking impertinent like at 


Kiss Me. "Melton Mowbray", I says, and I'm g0ing to do the 


: same by him as those other boys I reported about, | 
I ain't told you about this Kiss Me. I don't know how | | 
Lord Ronald feels under you but this Kiss Me is the turbulest 
feelin' horse ever I rode, She's got feet bigger than the 
black horse and puts ‘em down flat and leaves ‘em there like 
she was counting or tryin! to remember which one was down 
afore she would pull it Upe 

We stood on the hill maybe ten minutes everybody lookin! 


at everybody else's horse when +e a sudden hounds found and 
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went out the far end of the covert. The Master they have down 
here does good by the hounds, When hounds go away he don't 


move, don't pay any attention to tem Only to know what way they 


are goin'. He just keeps on talking 'eausehe—tmeows—thes +? te— 
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: ld fhe waits till 
he figures the fox méans to run and when he starts you cot 


enough to do to keep hounds in sight without gallopin' in front 
of the fox or Stamping on hounds tails and scerin’ cnatnibeniiiiae’ 
; in' away from + J 

—ehenco—to fit a fox_andeti-that. So pretty soon the Master 
moves Off, walkin', then joggin', then canterin! slow, and 
first thing we are steppin! along over some fields that dontt 
Look like they had any start or end to tem, 

Well, Sir, please, I figured I was to keep an eye on Miss 
randdie as good as I could so I kicked this Kiss Me along as 
smart as she had a mind to move which ain't anything at all, 
me trying to keep as who 88 up front as a groom would feel like 
being and I see Miss Pamdjla clean up ‘long side the Master, 
and that old Lord Ronald pounding away, his head down 'tween 
his knees and I see by the way Miss PamdZia is riding, givin! 
and takin' at the reins and tryin' to snatch his head up, that 
the horse is no gentleman and she not bein’ able to hold hin, 
not by no manner of means, 

“tGourse I'm worried about Miss Pamalla but please Sir it 


was myself had some troubles too, The leps were all kinds, 
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chicken coops, stone walls, bar-ways, and some of the 
turbelest dry ditches ever I Seen and I'm not telling any 
thing but the truth when I report Sir that this Kiss Me hit 
every jump in that whole part of Virginia, and please, Sir, 
she don't just tick 'em ~ not like an old brush horse that 
ticks ‘em all, — and back, ‘cause he feels more comfort- 
able’ dike: when wilinap db ven Sir, she just bangs right into 
‘em, but it don't seem to bother her non, She don't peck or 
act like she even knew she hit 'em, . 

A gentleman rode up ‘long side of me after she hit a coop 


80 hard she carries it with her maybe half a rod, and says, 


© oo 
"That mare must have calases, caluses all up and down her legs", 


I didn't know what these ohinnes were So 1 just says, "Yes sir, 
thank you." | 
‘You see, Sir, these coops, oe in wire fences, have 
the wire underneath ‘em. They don't cut the wire but only bfind 
it down and build the coops over it. Well, Sir, please, they 
anchor these coops down pretty tight to the ground ‘cause there 
don't be anything more turrible than to hit a jump and have the 
jump go along with you all messed up under your horse ‘cause 
you can't even fall and get it over with or anything. You 
just keep fallin' only nothin! happens 'till you come to the 
end of how far the wire will stretch, then you fall so fast you 
don't get any chance to get free. I never saw any horse only 
this Kiss Me hit a coop hard enough to take it along, and when 
it wouldn't -go any further and it kind a ridin' elong under her 


belly she give a mite of a lurch and maybe grunt and gets her 
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legs free and away we'd go, Please, Sir, there don't be any 
Sense, not by no manner of means, of a horse going to all 


this trouble and worrying a rider instead of jumpin! over 


=, 


fad 


the top. Twice when she did this the wire made a noise — 


kind of a Singing noise, and Mr. Furrman what was near me, 


Says, "Walsh, either S99 On with that mare or ride her back of 


me ‘cause I dont+ lay to jump any more of these coops while 
there's dancin about and screamin'/, 

But what she did to the coops was nothin’ like what she 
did to these stone walls. The stones on these walls arn't¢ 


bigger than what a man could carry in a 4 quart measure — | 


~ - 


not like those walls up to New England, and when the mare . | 


sees what they're like seems as though she ‘most laughs at tem 

and starts droppin! her hind legs, and please, Sir, you wouldn't | 
know the noise these little stones make, and herself pulle ome 

of ‘em 5 rods out into the fields and pretty soon I have maybe 

20 colored boys on three-year-olds following me through the 

gape / I*m after making and once I looked back and here's a boy 

on a shetland pony what joined the hunt when we went through a 


— ee Ee 


farm and the pony is walking through the gap. Please, Sir, 


i 
) don't be the orfulest thing, me, what's always riddin your 
7? 


grand horses, carrying on this a way in a hunt, 


— 


I'm thinking maybe the mare's legs must be all out and 
asks Mr. Furrman would he tell me and he says she dont have a 


seratch, and please Sir, don't that be the wonderfullest thing 


how she can:go plowin!' right through those walls, some of tem 
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four feet, groaning and grunting the way she does, tearing 
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down maybe five feet of the beautifulest wall and not get a 
scratch, And maybe you wouldn't know Sir that having all them 
millions of little short, black braids sticking out like they 
done and her being such a light dun color ana havin' such a | 


Plain head and all, why shease people kept lookin! at mé more 
than usual, 


‘Course I knew the Hunt wouldn't like thbS way of lepping } 
and like I knew) the man who rides in the back to see that the 
gates are closed and all comes up to me and asks whose horse 
it is and I tell him ang he writes it down and Says to me, 
"Did you school that mare? Did you make her for the lady}¥ | 
and I says no. Well," he says, “could you show me the man 
who did school her, #! and I says I don't know where she came 


from but I thought she came from Virginia, "Ireland," he { 


Says. ‘Virginia’ I says. "Ireland," he Says. But please, ‘ 
Sir, you wouldn't be interested in all what happened, 

I didn't mean tO report so much about this mare and forget 
the hunt. Well, we'd run that fox maybe 35 minutes and I do | 
pretty good what with cutting corners in keeping hounds and | 
Miss Pamd{ie in view when all to ones we come bang up to what 
they call — here the Haywood land, Please, Sir, you wouldn't . 
understand what I'm going to report unless I tell you about 
this land. It seems, Sir, that a long time ago one of these 
Haywoods had trouble with the hunt and since then the hunt can't 
go across that land - 2000 acres it is, and the ridenest , fox yest” 


looking land ever I see in the world, and here we was, hounds 


ay 
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4 flying on and no one can get to 'em even to blow 'em off, | 
and all the ladies and gentlemen Standing there, 

Well, whatever took hold of that Lord Ronald a person | 
Wouldn't know, He's Standing quiet like, ‘long side of the | 
Master and I'm Starting to ride up to Miss Pangd ie to see 
if her tack is all Tight and everything, when if that black 


horse what's been looking to where hounds went and acting a : | 
mite restless don'+ give kind of a lunge and snatch at his 
head, wicked like, and afore I know what's goin’ on he pops 
the fence what we were Standing ‘long side of ang he's no 
Sooner over than he Starts lugging and snatching at the bit, | 
and Miss Pamalla doing all she can to get his head up and stop 

. him or turn him but she can't stop hin, and the Master standing 
up in his stirrups, Calling, "hold hard, hold hard," and every— 
body calling, "hold hard", and there being no one holding as 
hard as Miss Pamala, Well I'm standin! there and the Master, 
‘count of Seeing me come to the meet with the two horses says, 
"eo and stop her, That land's closed, She's apt to get shot, 
There is no excuse for ger going on that way", 


Well, Sir, please, I hop over the fence but in the first : 


Place this mare has no foot and in the second place, Sir, a man 


—_— 


wouldn't find such a galloping country, not any place, and 
worser still hounds are only in the next field and running 
beautiful, Sir. And in the next place to that why, why, well 


Sir, please, afore I report it, would your honor Please not 


mention ite. You see Sir, I wasn't so Sure, not aS Sure as a | 


a 


person should be, that Lord Ronald was going away with Miss 


“OS 


P 


~tto ms' wold of nave mo! of ten neo ono on bus go gakylt s 
-Stedd gaidasta neweltneg bas eeibsl edi ils bas 

noeategq s hbisnoH brod tedt to bfLed doot tevetsdw ,.i{ifoW 
ed¢ to sbfa gaol' .eabl seivp gatbusta a'el .wondt t'abiuow 
eee of aL Kens sel of qu ebiv»ot gattzete m'I bas tetesM 
wosid tsidt Ti medw .enidtyreve bas tdgit {fs ei dost ted tt 
& gaitos Sas daew absuod eredw ot gntdool need e'tedw satod 
aid ds dotsne bos egal s to baid avig ¢'aoh asoltiaesr stio 
sgog ed mo ‘miles a'isdw wonmd I etots bas ,extf bexotw .bsed 
on ated bas to abia gnol' gntbasta orew ow tecdw sonst odd 
.tid odd 8 gatdotgens bose gniggul atrets od nadt tevo rem00s 
qota bas que bsedieid toy o¢ mso-ede Lis gniob sllameY aaiM bas 
gaiiaste tetesMoent bas mid qota t'!nso ata tud aid axet so mid 
~ytove Sas "bred Siod ,btad blod” .gniifeo ,aquxrits aid at qu 
as gaibiod eso om gaied eredd bas’ ."bred» blod" .gniflso.ybod 
et9tesl odd bag atodi Intbaste mt'Io ffLev sii gmad Bain as 5Srad 
48yee aeatod ows odd détw toom odd o¢ omoo om yatesa to tayoo-! 
toda teg of tgs atod® .besoLo a'hasi tedT ..ted:qote bas og* 
tt shoced oacgigew ted¢ no. gatog tey: tot 9euoxs om Bef stedT 
tathted¢emi dud somet ect move qod I ,easelq ¢1i8 (ffeW 9» 
‘tam 6 .ti8 .gosiq Saooea edt ait bas toot om asd orem aids eosig 
% * | hos-,.scelq yas ton ,ytiavoo gnigoliss s dova Bait é'abivow 
pogdinaut bus blett txen ocd at ico ors absuod Lita toatow 
)* £few que pydm tedteot soslq txem ot mt bad .2l8 .Lutis¢used 
\ tom easelq tomom woy Sivow .ti tzoqget I stots .eessiq. ets8 
6 25 stweves-tom .otua o8 t'aasw I ett 992 °moY — ies aoitoen 
geil diiw yews gatoy ae DSDieaoh brol ist .ed Sfwode noareg 


-2le 


ky 
é 
PamAyla. You see, Sir, 1 thought maybe Mige Panga hadn't of | 


tried as hard as she could to Stop the horse, Well, I make a 


srteat flourish to Catch up —~ Itp booting the mare and slaps 


| 
her over the quarter with ay hand and carryin’ oneand'all that i 


‘til first thing I:knew-we are out of 84 l | 
ght of the fields. . 


Well, Sir, if I hag been on a good horse I guess maybe I would 


have had the finest hunt ever @ man had, -Itts that country 


I'd like your honor to see, There don't be a farm in Millbeck 
like it at all at all. Notea stone, not a woodchuck hole, not 
a we piers than a pensy, just miles of rand country, and 


Miss Pangiia and me and the hounds and @ scent a hound could | ait 


Smell in the next county. fe 7h) 


| | 
Well I got to come to the bad part now.» We are gelloping! | 
up @ nice pasture field when I See a man running towards us 


He has a dog with him and been shooting, Well, he stands 
right in our way, and Sir, when we get close to him he up and 
Shoots off his gun ~ not shootin! at us but over our héads, — 
and he shoots a second time and Miss Pamédle Starts to turn 
her horse and gallop past him but I hollers to her to Stop 


‘cause how did I know whether the man was maybe drunk or crazy, 


— oe ~ 
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So she stopped and the man walked right up to her and takes hold 


; of her bridle. I never see a man SO mad — terrible mad he was, 
Sir. He were young, and a gentleman, and if I do Say it Sir, 
as grand a lookin' young gentleman as ever I see, but so mad I 
think maybe he is crazy, and I'm wishin! I had-ltiss Pamdlle 
Safe out on the road again, 


Qe | 
Well, Sir, he starts to talk, but Miss Paddle she didn't 1) 


if 
let him, Do you remember Sir me tellin' you that the young | a’ 
t ‘ 
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gentleman was mad, Well, maybe I thought he was med, but 


| 
| 
please, Sir, he didn't know how to get mad at all at all, | 


not by no manner of means, He didn't have no idea of how to ] 


a 
get mad. Why, Miss Pamd dle was so much madder than him that 
he didn't act like he was mad at all, 


Why, Sir, please, I 
“never knew not by no manner of means how a young lady could | 
get mad, nor what they can do when they are mad. Perhaps, ] 
Sir, you wouldn't see how it was, but he was Standing there . 
with his gun and we were trespassing, and maybe he was crazy. ) 

Well, first place she tells him to let go of her horse, 
and she don't ask him but once. He let gO of it like it | 
burned his fingers. Then she tells him what she thinks of a 
make~believe man — that's what she called him — that would 

aesbinie gun off at a women. And she SayS if he lived up in 
her country the first gentleman he met would give him a hiding 
that would do him good. Then she tells him she don't want to 

hear that the land is closed ‘cause she knows all about it. 

But, Sir, even if I wanted to report to you all what she 
Said I couldn't do it. She talked turrible fast and there were | | 
never any gentlemen, not any chasienamy ote ever lived heard sO 
much about themselves and their fathers and them that come 


before that. But, Sir, there is one thing I got to say about 


that Mr. Haywood. Just as soon as Miss Pamgiia Started to talk 
he got over his mad, clear over it. He acted like he couldn't 

take his eye off her, and it seemed to’ me he was Smilin! and ; 
liked listening to her and wanted her to go on tellin' him what | 
she thought of him and his folks, or anything else she'd have 


A} 
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a mind to talk about. 
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' 
Course, Sir, Please, if you dontt Mind me sayin! so,{ 
&” 


& see a lady like Mise PamdJla once maybe in a life- 
time. Why people were talkint 


you wWouldn! 


about her at the meet and askin! 


who she was and all. There dontt pe many people what hunt 


Well, when she finishes tellin! him 
those things’ she Says, “Mr. Haywood 


looks like she Looks, 


» My man and I are going to 
hunt this fox until we Kill him, put him to earth or loose 


him, and if you have anything better than sawdust under your 
jacket, which I don't + believe you have, Sian ‘aie on a horse 
and come with us, or better still, get on my second horse#, 
She ‘turns to mevand says, "Give Mr. Haywood the mare, 

Well, Sir, he didntt- say &@ word, just slipped up on the 
mare, gave her a ick in the ribs and let his stirrups dow 
ashe rode, and first thing I knew I was standin' there alone 
holdin’ his gun and not knowin! where I was or where I was to 
S06 

There was a nice piece of a hill ‘long side of me so I 
Stepped to the top and had a fine view of the farm, and was 
just thinkin', if you'll excuse me, Sir, what a grand gallop 
you and Miss Mary and Mr. Pendleton could be after havin! across 
that land, when I see some cattle runnint ‘way off north. Then 
I see the hounds, 

Well, Sir, I stayed up on Matias ‘most an hour and see 
hounds maybe ten times and Miss Pampa la and that Mr. Haywood 
well up with them 'count of him knowin! the lana SO good, ‘cause 


that mare couldn't have kept up only by him cuttin! corners like 
that. H 
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“were a fine horseman, Sir, and there weren't ever a 
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better runnin! fox in the world, nor a grander country, Sir, | 


to run him in, and them two havint it to themselves, and it | 


was a grand afternoon, Then the fox Seemed like he headed 


away north, so I walked a Couple of miles to where I saw some } 


buildings, and itts the house, so I find the stable and tells 


the boy what's goint On, Only he don't believe me, so I just 


= 


| 

sit ante wait, only I dont¢ feel so good tcount of leavin' | 
Miss Paméila alone that a way, but please, Sir, there was 
nothing I could do when she orders me to get off the mare and 
give her to Mr, Haywood. There don't be any use of me tryin! 
to run after the hounds afoot, not in that kind of a country. | ] 

Well, Sir, it's pretty near dark when I hear horses comin! 
Shufflin' down the lane and they have the hounds with them, 
and there is the end of a brush Stickin' out of Miss Pamalla's 
pocket, 

The colored boy and me got the hounds put away in two box 
Stalls, then I take the horses, not knowin® whatts goin! to 
happen next, . 

Miss Pandf and Mr. Haywood go off a little way and start 
talkin', Now, please, Sir, I dont¢ Say this like I was coma | 
Pplaining, but only to report to you how it°all was, but they 
Stood talkin! a whole half hour, and Miss Pandje she wasn't 
mad that time, the two of them looking at each other ana looking, 
Bye and Bye Mr. Haywood comes over to me and Says, "I will motor 
Miss Weatherford back to town after tea, You go along with the 


horses, I will phone for’the*hound-van’, and he gave me five 


dollars and asks me what I did with hia gun, then he and Miss , . 
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ba 
Pamdla E°es up to the house, | 
\ 
This is all I got to report, Sir, | 
Respectfully, ‘ 
Eddie, | 
P. 8, ‘l 


Please, Sir, 


letter, 


I am down at the post office.to mail this 
I saw the Master at the corner talking to another 
gentleman and we were waiting for some cars to gO by and I 
heard the Master say to the other gentleman, “The Haywood 


jand has been opened to the Hunt after 40 years! | 


P. 5S. again, 


Please, Sir, Miss Pamayla just came in here to the post 


Stay with Mr. Haywood and his mother. Take the horses and 
tack up there this afternoon", and then she Said, "Eddie, I 
may Stay down in Virginia longer than I thought - in fact," 


she says, "I might stay quite a long time ~ a very long time, 


a om 


so I think you had better arrange to take Colonel Weatherford's 


van back to Millbeck, Mr, Haywood's boy can do my horses, I 


—— 


. 
office for her mail and Says to me, "Eddie, I'm moving up to | 
Will write Colonel Weatherford", 

So now, please, Sir, what am I to do? It seems like I 
better start home the way it looks, | 
Please, Sir, another P. 8. | 


When Miss Pampfe got out on the street she came back \ 
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into the post office 
"Eddie, 


Just when I wags buying a stamp, aid says, 


don't you ever tell anybody down here that you saw me 


kick Lord Ronald into that fence, and Eddie,” she Bays, “it 


may be that when the Old horse passes on I will put that little 


Vs 
bit of him where fy ne@k rupvea into a locket", 


Please, Sir, bedy wouldn't know what a young lady like 


Miss Pandiie would be after doing or Saying next, not by no 
manner of means, 


Eddie, 
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THE RETURN OF "RILEY", | 
ee 


The 1926 Hound Show at the Riding Olub in New York was in 


>/ 


full swing. Judges of English hounds, American hounds, half 
bred hounds, harriers and beagles / had been hard at work 8ince 
early morning, There were beagles over thirteen inches, and 
beagles under thirteen inches, classes for hound dogs whelped 
since January 1, 1924, and bitch hounds whelped at any time, 
pack classes and classes for couples of any sex, and monetary 
awards to nh untsmen for bloom and manners of their charges, 

The gond Naving sounded on the floor of the Stock Exchange, 
lovers of horse and houna from the financial district were goon 
pressing into the tanbark arena. Someone said, "They will judge 
the ohe fan American Dog Hound Gdeas in a ae al Tne 
stinctively we crowded about the ring. Eventt the eater hound 
Mme- could not resist having & look, a conservative, restrained, 
doubting look, 

An official announced, "Class for the Best American Dog 
Hound,*in the fing, please", The’ Bie wie on. There were blue 
tick, hounds from the "Eastern Shore" — long-eared, deep-throated 
hounds from Pennsylvania - small, active, red hounds with finely 
chiseled heads from up and down the Rappahannock River in Virginia, 
and hounds from Kentucky whose owners talked of July or Walker — 
blood, The Judge went to work, The same official consulted a 
card and said, "There is one more entry", The M. Fe He of the 
Fairfield and Westchester hounds entered the ring with ARiley\, 

When on -the following morning fox nun te 55> Pom far and near 
turned to the sporting pages of the Times and we they read, 


"Fairfield and Westchester Hounds? Prareye adjudged the best 4 
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LF pa 18 tp i is Ve ri. a show 
Americ woe Hound at the danaas Hound Show", Later WRileyA 
swept the ‘Roards at Bryn Mawr, winning the Championship and, | 


Medal of the National Fox Hounds Association, | 


Someone said G would be educational tO construct a con 


AMER. 
posite picture fron keness_ of SOA a2 weteh repre- 


ty ™ } 
sentasl different types’ : ein "tens Wiese an 


| rs A 
cWeea td onal Lg, interesting ff of an American fox hound bitch, 


They started on the American dog hound, The Committee 


ee before & likeness of Rireyh, Could they after all 


rape ‘thing they already had in this picture , by trying to 
embody this or that? They thought not, and so the picture deo | 


Picting the Committee's pest iwianens te. pes “te F | 
As (Aie 
“phet - or I" 7 


From then on that magnificent Walker hound was photographed, 


American fox hound Stands today wie 


painted, and talked about as only prima donnas are talked about. 
Following his triumph he returned to kennels, was drafted when ~* 
his days to be drafted Came around, and hunted his fox up and | 
down the Miayus Valley during the winter, ie | 
Then came a day when hounds met at the Round Hill Store, 


an old time saat It was Thanksgiving, the premier holiday 


of all the year "tex hunters, Riley as becoming a champion » 


ed 


had been drafted, We drew north and dia Dies along to the Quaker 


Ridge fovert. There hounds found and went away on a stiffunecked 
fox. a 

Through all the decades of fox hunting much good song and 
verse has been written on Thanksgiving Day runs, and those who 
were of the first flight at Greenwich on Thanksgiving Day, 1926, | 


had material for many a verse, That stalwart pack of hounds ~ 
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hunted, and drove, Ane draws and hunted that g00d #nrning fox 


> 
Porth » youth, fast and ést, He must have been an Old timer 


who ran for the love of the sport. Time after time he passed 


hospitable and safe "earsnen but still ran on, 

With the pack Tunning strong and pressing him he headed 
away to make his “joint\, as hounds raced across the grass— 
lands just below the Agnew feadows we had a good view of then, 
There, out in front, leading the pack, was fRiley® The M.F.H. 
Was heard to say, "It's feitey'sX fox, He found him. He has 
Mtack to that line every foot of the waye That's the sort of 
drive that kills foxes,! 

Then, as ever happens in woodland hunting, the line entered 
@n extensive covert, The mélody of eager, pressing voices filled 
the valley. A shot Tang out, "Some gunners about" was what we 
Said, and thrust forward to hounds, 

Later, very much dater, that day, hounds accounted for their 
fox on the frinces of Rye Lake. In the fading light of late 
afternoon the Master blew his hounds to him preparatory to the 
long, jog home. One by one hounds came to the horn. To the casual 
observer they might have all seemed accounted for, and yet the 
horn twanged and twanged across the darkening hills. The "fiela" 
drifted home to tea, but the horn s#43) blew On. One who ever 
liked to hack home with hounds said to the Master, "How long be. 
fore you start?" "I don't know," was the reply. "He hasn't 
come in yet." "Who — one of the a a "No, Riley». 
The Master remembered the shot in the Agnew foods and that no 


had seen the hound since the moment he led the pack into threes 
frrwed v 


sombre « Not that night, nor the next, nor the next, did 
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the champion come to kennels, The hills and valleys, the woods 


where the shot wag heard, all the OUt—o fmt he - wey places ofa 


hunting country, were Searched, Four long years rolled by, and 
a : ye ee Annet hfe 


four years iS alesse 


On Saturday, December 14th, 1929, I was lunchineg at the 


kennels with the Master, Rankin, the huntsman, looked in and 


Said, "Have you told him yet?" "No," replied the Master, "I 
have not told him, Will you bring him in Charlie?" A minute 


later Rankin led a hound into the room, a hound so distorted 


The magnificent 


head seemed to project out of fat Shoulders, He waddled across 
the floor at Rankin's heels, About his neck he wore a collar 
giving his address as New Rochelle, New York, His stern swung 
back and forth in a Snug, Satisfied air as his once SO Sensitive 
nose now recognized the familiar conglomerate smell of domestic 
cooking, Sorrow Was painted across Rankin'ts face, The Master 
walked towards the hound and Spoke to him. The room was so 
Silent I could hear a horse Stamping in his stall at the far 
end of the hunt stable. The Waster stood looking down at the 
nound, and while we watched #Riley\ lifted his paw and offered 
to shake hands, We heard a throaty sound and our eyes turned 
to Charlie Rankin, fox hunter of Kentucky. "They have made a 
trick dog out of my hound," he Said, ee Seen was that in 
Charlie's eyes which boded no good to Re who had done this to 
the best dog hound of 1926, 
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Charlie turned on his heel end left the r 


a) 
oom with PRiley* 
waddling after him, 


On a Crisp, 


fair autumn morning we were drawing the River 
Hills, 


AS we stood looking up the valley to the 
Opened with a Sharp, 


orth a hound 


Sager, decisive note, PRiley* had been 
drafted back into the pack, 7 
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MR. FLEMMING MOVES UP STAIRS, 
SESE 


——-- ~— 


“uR. FLEMMING “OVES UP STAIRS, 
ee 


I strolled over to Colonel Weatherford's to Speak with him 


about a length of page wire which Hd Simpson had stretched 
Sloane Lane 


across 


» Closing the lane ana throwing his north and south 


Pastures into one, I+ was vital, when hounds were running, thet 


we have the freedom of this lane which wes the only passage 


through a series of dee Wamps. 
7 Pp 


Ed Simpson was a tzifie temperamental, and the Question of 


cutting a new wire fence and inserting a bar-way was one that 


‘must Of needs be approached tactfully, 

When I arrived at the Colonel's, Eugene, the Chauffeur, was 
waiting with the ancient Lancia car in front of the door, the 
engine humming softly. He apkea me to confirm the correstubes 
of his watch, shook his head, and prophesied one of those runs 
to the station at Poughkeepsie during which he was instructed 
not to hurry then told to get there in the quickest possible 
time. When in a hurry the Colonel would invariably warn Eugene 
against speed and reckless driving, pointing out the evils of 
Such de@eiagy, then having performed what he thought to be his 
duty to the public, he would consult his watch, settle back in 
the car and tell Eugene to step along as Smartly as he could, 
When the pace did not suit him he would invariably Say, "God 
bless me, Eugene, don't doddle, don't doddle, the car isn't out 
of breath, Let us get on to wherever we're going," 


Eugene; a typical son of France, revelled in all these 


scurries, They gave life itfs zest and twang. For years he 
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Bes 


had resisted a Strong impulse to marshal his abundant Savings 


and retire to hig native Auvergne, but could not relinquish 


the exhilarating pastime of driving the Colonel, 


He was a Squat, square man of tremendous physique, with a 


thick mustache which he kept dyed a glistening a and waxed h } 


to & nicety. Possessed of a constant Ssuperabundance Of +aeetus 

energy he was forever polishing, brushing, Sweeping, oiling, i 

taking things apart anda re~assembling them, 
During a score of yeers he had acquired an assortment of | 

uniforms worthy of a major—domo to Catherine Of Russia. If time | 

hung heavy he would indulge in a general whisking and pressing 

bee. It pleased him beyond measure to rush to his rooms between 

trips to the village and appear ten minutes later in black shoes , | 

and puttees, more glistening than bhe-test, and with razor-like 

creases er Sodt ane trousers, 


He looked down upon all ff our native-born members of his 


2 


profession, considering them totally untitted for their Calling, 
A local automobile accident always brought forth a deprecatory 
shrug, a shrug expressive beyond any spoken or written word, if 
| His or theta approach to our local railway station was i 
tnéendiea os a condemnation of all American institutions and in 
particular to wither the spirits of American. Car-owners, their 


chauffers, all taxi drivers, station employees and members of 


the general public then in view. As is true of 
it took very little to spoil Eugene's day, Should it prove that 
either the front or rear wheels of the car wére above a certain 


number of inches from the station curb when the oar came to rest | | 


or the door of the car not on the axis of the Station door 
is 4 7% 
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that day counted for naught, 
at 


His one continuing STievance lay in the fact that the 
Colonel would never 


et him drive 4 car to a meet, and thie the | 
Colonel would not do fer he had long since reconciled himself 

. 

: 


to the fact that employer and employee coulda never see eye to 


eye in this particular matter, Eugene's dominating thought was 

that he was Chauffer to the master of the Chas@fand at a meet | 
he Weed enga J, competition international with eli sheiiriics ' 
Within Striking distance, He was a discordant note in any 
pastoral Setting, Hig assaults upon quiet ferm yards furnished 


Conversation in rural districts for & week - Will Hatcher 


> 


"once showed me the wheel tracks of Eugene's car rounding his corn— 
‘dead and proved to me that there could not have been beyond an | 
sneh, leeway between the corner of the crib and Eugene's fender, 
Will Hatcher was not offended, He was Simply interested, It 
was what he rather liked to envisage as a usual and conventional 


performance for Colonel We therford's French car driven by "that 
| abe We tag Aas ry 


that Eugene had driven the Colonel close to three-quarters of a 


: 
foreigner". "Only an inch,” said Will, But the fact remained | 
million miles at home and abroad without 80 much as scratching 

a fender, 

Leaving Eugene and his droning engine I entered the house 
and found those easily discernible Signs of someone about to 
make a precipitous departure, - bags in the front hall; the 
Colonel's valet, Albert, running up and down stairs, Mrs. Penny, i] 
the housekeeper, fluttering from room to! room, the butler 

, thrusting a freshlywfilled silver flask into Albert's hand for 5 || 
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On 


insertion in the kit bag/ an Old and somewhat Shabby beg which 


the Colonel would not have exchanged for the finest modern ex- 


ample of the luggaresmakers Craft. 

The Colonel's two hundred pounds came Clattering down the 
Stairs, He shook hands, instructed Albert to give me a note 
which he had just penned to me, and said he would be back in a 
few days. Albert held his coat for him, the butler Opened the 
door, Mrs. Penny Said, "Pleasant journey, safe home, Gir,# the 
Galway Blazer, stirred by the bustle, gave a couple of sharp 
barks, Eugene awoke the engine and away they spun out of the 
driveway. 

I went to the library with Albert to fina the note, which 
turned out to be a request — I take the iteld pending the 
Colonel's return ana¥toCnot) Let Will Madden, thebhuntsman, atest 
Tom Beckworth's covert for reasons which he would explain anon, 

It dawned upon me that in the turmoil of his setting away 
I had not mentioned the Simpson matter to nar? tron. nor even 
inquired where he wag going in such a rush, 80 asked Albert,” 
never imagining that there could be anything secretive about 
the trip. 

Albert hesitated, a shadow of doubt crossing his face, 

"He didn't tell you, sir?" "No," I replied, "Well, Sir," 
continued Albert, "you know how the Colonel is somé” tines, 
It's about his old friend, Major Deming, +a used to live up 
here, He died, “You remember him, Sir, The Colonel diantt 


hear about it for some time and it's upset him al good deal, } 
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The Colonel set a lot of rere by Him, Gir. Apeut an ite ve 
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he sent for me and said that he couldn't find out anything about 


° iat days or where he had-diedy an@itheat there | 
Seemed to be some mystery about it all 


the Major! 


» and that he couldn't 


have an old friend pass on that way. He told me to pack a bag 


for a week's trip and that he was leaving in three-quarters of is 


an hour. I dont¢ know where he ig going, Sir, Or why, It . 


wouldn't seem any use going off ona long trip, maybe to Kentucky, 


Tore after the Major had died, 
I talked with you about it, 


Please, Sir, don't mention thet 
Colonel Weatherford Will speak with 


you himself when he returns, ! | 


Strolling home across the pleasant fields Separating my farm 


from the menting! 3 inky mind drifted back to the stately old gentle- 


man from Kentucky who had once SOjourned with us a few years in 


t 

Millbeck, | 
| I recalled his modest rooms at Mrs. Wartints house in the 

village, the imaginary trust estate, the Dulaney Denning trust | 


estate, a vehicle of charity through which Celonel Weatherford 


and Jim Parkins dispersed a monthly stipend for living expenses, 


) 
and a further very specific and plainly ear-marked Stipend to 


datoy . Major's uncontrollable urge to favor one horse above i}. 
another, 


I saw the old gentleman, tall, erect, white of hair, stroll 
ing our village street followed by his diminutive, baresfooted 


ey - 
colored boy, who always carried a basket win idl ie Majorg 


~ioulddenosit tee® simple purchases, 


He must-have made a deep impression upon me to have cause 


Ctwrirkiot Wor. 
s0 many little incidents pesteinine—todaiw #0 wewe lincereé on 
in my memory - his pair of George III silver goblets in whiéh 
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he would so STaciously mix and serve a julep, the eighteenth . 


century tray on which the small colored boy would pass crackers 


and thin slices of cheese. These goblets and tray were hig 
a 


only remaining possessions of value, 
| 
But above all I remembered the remark of our principal in 
village Storekeeper, Mr, Maloney, who said to me after the 


Major had returned to Kentucky, "Mr. Pendleton, the old Major 


improved the hearts and wanners of our whole village and those Y 


that live outside of it," [| knew what Mr, Maloney sonia and 


agreed with him, for there was a fine courtliness, a genuine 
Concern for others, a gallantry and gentle Simplicity ebout 
Dulaney Denning. If these things had been but surface manner | 
Ratio our keen, Sharp northern people would have soon detected 
the fact; but they were of the heart, 

| The misfortunes of our humblest citizen, irrespective of 


R 
| 
race or creed, aroused his sympathy. Hearing in the village of 


an accident, illness or death, the old centleman would immediately 


call and offer his condolences. Many a cottage householéd was | 


' encouraged by his visits of good cheer, ° 1 


My mind reverted to such events as the Major's concern when | 
irs. Stavinski, the Polish woman who @id his laundry, was severely | 


injured shrough beinestrck by an automobile, The Major was 


never in funds nor did he enjoy over much local credit, so he 


Called upon Squire Oakley's gracious lady, told her of the digs - 


LV <a 


tressing accident to Mrs, Stavinski, "my estimable laundress", 
and ~e8peke access to the cutting garden, He was given the 
freedom of the garden then and at all times) spon—whioh the old 


Major gathered a small bunch of flowere to which he attached a 


al 


a7 
note, 
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"Major Dulaney Denning expresses the hope 


that Mrs, Stavinski ig Progressing favorably tf 
ans poe she will accept these flowers with fp 


Merjorenning! > Compliments," t ) 


aad delivered the flowers in person, af@é continued every second 
Gay for a period of three weeks to gather fresh flowers for 
my estimable daundress®, Mrs, Stavinski, and each day wrote a 
word of cheer on his card, | 
Then memory jumped to the iajor, mounted on Colonel Weather 
ford's ancient Welsh cob, judging the Shooting dog trials down 
at the Verbankton Club, his tine, trained eye following the faults 
| and achievements of the country's premier, dentie, Eeasiendidl liked 
his judging, for as Charles Landeer said to me, he seemed to 
_ Sense and Teel the problems which dogs pondesiéd upon and thought 
for them and with them and made their perplexities his own, 
Losers whose dogs had done well always went home with the 
remembrance of some thoughtful courtly word of appreciation, 
"May I remark, Suh, that your dog's gallant performance today 
ny my heart. My compliments, Guh," And to another, 


| 
beh at 
"Ah, Guh, what &® brave dog to shoot over! The rascal makes me We 
regret my years. Would you join me, §uh, in a drop of apple 
brandy to him? My compliments, $uh, " | 
Reaching home that afternoon I ordered tea, and sat some. 
Url } 
what in reverie looking out of my west windows ai the sun 


dropping slowly down to meet the cold, black crests of the 
wy ) 
The Major was judging the children's riding class at our ‘ 


Catskills, 


> 
4 


T \ J 


horse show - little tots, all under eleven, some only four, 
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could see him doffing his black felt hat ag he approached each | 
small girl, "Woula you back your mount for me, Miss uary,? and 


the crete Mary Were ew back her twenty yeareold 


wooly shetland With a mouth hardened by generations of children, 
Mary's face +ewed oils red with doubt, vexation and enbarrass— | 
ment, and perchance her eyes weudd oonmusntane fill, but the ) 
Pony Week mever back, "Splendid my dear, splendid. I didn't 


really want him to back but Only to see how you would go about | 
making him back, Thank you my dear, He is e lovely pony and 

you ride him beautifully. Present my compliments to your mother 
and tell her she should be very proud of you." and so he would 


go down the long line of children, pleasing them and meking them 


—> — 


comfortable and happy. 


———_ 


a 


And now he was no more, Many Would wag their heads and 


call his a misspent life, Perhaps to have gambled aWay one's 


—— 


-_ 


patrimony did constitute an error of judgment, but, I asked 


7 
SLT. RR RR em tn oe  [— - 


myself, how many of us journey on leavine so colorful and happy 
Beh jee 


a ; 
& Tecord to ¢erve—ac MUSLC, ee susstshenets, memories, i 


I knew him only as he was Slipping gently dow into the 
dignity of years, but we spent many hours together under grey, . 
somber autumn Skies, watching and talking of the ritual of the 
seasons, Snatches of old conversations and Sayings came back 
to me, He was telling of a hunting accident which kept him abed 
an entire season, yet would not for a moment have me condemn his 
mount. "It was only my horse's preoccupation, §uh, in getting B | 


to the earth: which caused the trifling misfortune, He was an 3 


w 


m, 


airy horse, §uh, with the mark of bravery upon him," 
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The old Major was observier of nature's Subtlest touches 


anc would pause to comment upon them with interest and 


appreciation of 


their wonders eng beauty — the gTayness of 


ancient tree trunks, snow drifting down a November wind, a 


waterspider making her weadrous Way across a tiny stream, 


willow branches stroking the river, the odors that early frosts 


bring forth from herbs, the color tones in animals when they 


Stand between you and the setting sun, He Caught these little 
things - the little things that make something more of a day 


afield than merely tramping and shooting, Such things are not 


empty chronicles of time, 


He was somewhat of a Stickler in respect to his Sport, =< 
lamented the lack of the amenities and could not abide the 1 

inaccurate phraseolosy of modern youth. I once overheard him | 
talking with Enid Ashley's youngest son who was shooting with 1 
us. "My dear young friend, three birds are not a lot of birds, | 


Three birds constitute a leash of birds, Two birds are a brace, 


three birds a leash. A pair are those united by nature, a i 
couple are those united by a couplet. You don't raise & wood 

cock, you flush it. You raise a grouse, and spring a snipe, 
and remember, it's not an army or a flock of plover, It's a . 
wing of plover.” | 

But of all tales and incidents which depicted the ola 

gentleman's intuitive gallantry, I likea best the account, as | 
told by Colonel Weatherford, of taking the Major salmon fishing 3 | 

in Canada, Through some cause not clear’to me the Major was ae | 


furnished with a rod somewhat too light for the partioular water 
assigned to him, In the course of the morning he hooked on to a Y 
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fish acknowledged to be larger than a good man could control 
A 


in that Pool where a fisherman haa little freedom, 


The Major Strugeled Valiantly and anxiously, putting all 


Aart | 
his skill ana ¥&*% into the cont 
t est. Suddenly the fish started 


~emey. There was no holding him, Colonel Weatherford appeared 


on the scene, but thinking it better not to disturb the Major, 
remained in seclusion and watched the battle, Only a few yards 
of line remained on the reel. The end seemed inevitable, Then, 
in the very nick of time the fish’ turned and came up stream, 

As the huge salmon passed him the old Major removed his hat. 

I heard my man coming quietly into the room and knew he 
would presently draw the curtains and turn on the lights. The 
tmountains had receded into the distant Secrecy of the night, 

Qut on the terrace the November wind was playing a solemn, 
Plaintive psalmody against the angles of the house, driving the 
scurrying, restless leaves back and forth, Then it came to me 
in-my musing that the wind was not just a casual, purposeless 
thing, for was it not helping each new fallen leaf to it}s final 
resting place? In the quiet weaekes of the night that wind would 
cease blowing and every leaf would lie close-nestled, They would 
have gone not to death but to re-incarnation, appearing ages 
hence as part of creat trees enduring down through the aisles 

of time, And if this were true then certainly my old friend in 
whatever far distant lonely spot he might have laid him down 

was also only waiting and resting. A feacile ia tie’ Mr, 
Berry, the wine merchant, of St. James Street, London, crossed 
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my mind —~ an old, dead vine—leaf tucked away in the warm earth — 
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waiting — and finally Saying adieu to the last bottle of the 


vintage of it}s year. Who knows but when my time comes the 


old Major may not be waiting to say, "My compliments, $uh,# 


The Colonel returned at the end of a week, We hunted, 


dined, shot, and Played bridge together, but never a reference 
was made to our old friend, 


lla 


It came on to a hunting day in December, We had had e week . 
of moderate frost and the going was not good. On the way to the 
meet a fine drigzle set in. As the moisture reached the ground 
it froze, making the footing treacherous. There were only a 
hand-ful\ of people at the meet and I was rather hopeful the 


Colonel would return to kennels; a wish somewhat fostered by my 


coursed our steep hillsides in Winter you would not grasp the 
difficulties wnder which horses labor, 
We drew the West Willow Bottom and Thockmorton coverts 


tems, and then, in crossing the uplands east of High Holden 


being on a green and rather uncertain fencer, Unless you have 
| 
| 
we apparently jumped a fox which was crossing over to Tim | 
Anvil Woods. He went away for Bangdollen, crossed Marcy's t 
stream Sythe fallen pine tree, raced on for Three Spires, ij 
turned east, and hounds dusted him along to the foot of Meke 
Piece Ledges, He skirted the ledges, turned north, and hounds a 
brought him for three miles to Westmoreland Bottom, at a 
trimming pace, iN 
A quarter of a mile south of the Bottom the ground dips 
Sharply down. to the East Branch of Benhams Brook, Just before 


you get to the brook there is a set of bars standing on the r 


- 
steepest part of the hill. It is the sort of jump you must” \* 
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havigate Slowly end with Caution at any time and on any horse, 


Will Madden, the tiyecee, wes laid up, and the Colonel wes 


hunting hounds, He was riding his old reliable Athelstane, 


but because of the footing the Colonel had been having diffi- ma ; 
culty in keeping on terms with hounds, This made him irritable | 
and impetuous, JI Called out to him that if he would hold hard 
a moment I would lower a bar. He paid no attention to me, but 
pulled Athelstane down to a cautious trot and let him drop his 
head so that the old horse could work out his own problem. 

A glance at the horsets demeanor and expression told of 
his mistrust, He trotted collectedly down a Steep and ex. 
ceedingly slippery hill to a set of fivef fairly Stout rails 
Set close together and Standing perhaps four feet jor an inch ; 
higher, His front feet left the ground preliminary to navigating | 


the fences when suddenly his hind feet started to slide towards | 


the fence, He gave the impression of trying to stop wetaai | | 
Ledeho 
tenis tuaaties lurched forward with all four legs sprawled at 
different angles, The horse hit the second or third rail from | 
the top aadiiieroclenen ang—he came dow, the Colonel never ) 
leaving the-horse until they struck the ground, They were moving | 
So slowly the Colonel could not cet free, ef-his—mount, 
Athelstane was on top and trying hard to get on his legs, i 
In his efforts it looked as though his feet must have struck 
the Colonel a dozen blows, I jumped from my horse, threw the hy 
reins to Henry Newcombe, vaulted the fence and ran to my old 


friend. The.horse was now free of him, but the Colonel lay on . 


his face, his body twisted into a terrifying position. Mary 


AAA 
Sedgwick and Pettybone Lithgow joined me. The first restire \ : 
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Lo 
of burning so huge a man as John Weatherford ever, when you 


don't know what may be in Store, has it) s gruesome aspects, 
Lou. 


His face was caked wm mud and bore the marks of one of Athel. 
Stane's shoes, So much of his face as was discernible was... 
Srey. 

I started to undo his Stock when to my astonishment I 
heard, "What in the devil are you doing, Pendleton?. God bless 
mé, have they caught the old horse? Who has gone on with 
hounds? Here, man, give me a hand," 

There was no reasoning with him. We led Athelstane down 
into a gullfy, Lowered the Gosereits left Stirrup, helped herr 
a8 much as he would permit, and so got him mounted, He be 
bruised amd Severely shaken and evidently in considerable pein, 

Hounds had made a “left-handed loop and were running strongly 
towards 2 clump of woods some half, ini2e to our left. I shortened 
the Colonel's leather and rode slowly on with hin .+ees4e—he 
weed, The on of hounds was magnificent that day. The small 
patch of woods were ringing from end to end. Hounds were ciose 
to their fox. Suddenly a hoarse, quavering whisper emerged from 
Somewhere under the Colonel's now turned up collar, “Damn it, 
Pendleton, cheer them man, cheer them, cheer them. I can't 
make a whisper, He will never leave these woods, Cheer them, 
They will kill unless he finds an earth. Who is with them?" 
"George Ashley," I told him. "Come on, Pendleton. Come on, 

I think I can jog." But he couldn't, and there was no need of 
it, for we heard George ey fine ina We rolling out 


of covert, 4 They! ve killed, ahaa ry ny they've killed, old 


man, God bless me, but they are ka honest pack of a 
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Some people didn't want to hunt today, I wouldn't have missed 
it for a hundre@-acre farm, # 


Nothing that I could say would dissuade the Colonel ray A 


h~ Yuka § Ute fact 
te ' 7 
entering the covert Be Pope on through <= to the Kill, oe 


though he wes heidiee on to the breast-plate with his Tight 
hand to Steady himself, 


eo 


He and I then rode out to the Smithborough Pike, turned in 


on ll, 


at Jim Breed's, requisitioned a Car, chauffer/ and fur coat, 


Gelephoned Dr, McTavish to be at the Colonel's house, and gp ex 


headed back to Millbeck, <4 Less determined man would have 


Winced at the movements of the car, for the old Colonel was 


battered and bruised from head to foot. 


During all that long journey he made but one reference to 


his fall. "Pendleton," he Said, 
home?" "No," I answered, "Well," he went on, "if it wouldn't 


inconvenience you would you stay around until-I get off my | 


' 
: 
"are you in a-hurty to cet | 
j 


left boot? I'll have trouble with that old. jackass, Albert, i 
) They once had me on a stretcher in England,.and God blees me | 
| 


if Albert didn't cut one of the best boots in Europe. He has. 


5) 
Carries on, 


7 _ Oe 


| 
no spunk, Pendleton, no Spunk. Wait until you see the way he | 


There was nothing broken for even unduly sprained other | 
than the Colonel's left ankle, but such a continuous pattern | | 
of bruises has seldom greeted the medical eye. Athelstane was. 
too full-made and formidable a horse to Rewe-fall end lie on 4 
one, and then use one as J l€verage. 

After his examination Doctor McTavish issued €mphatic in. 


structions, The Colonel was to stay in bed, keep Quiet, samir 
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necessary take a Sleeping potion ang get to sleep as quickly 


aS possible, The doctor then took Albert out in the hall for 


private instruction, 


The Colonel asked me to Close the door, then beckoned me 
to come over to him, Go home and change, Pendleton," he 
whispered, "then come back. We'll dine up here. Hand me the 
cellar book. - that's it in the red leather binder, Now, then, 


pick out what you think would do us the most good. Don't over. 


look the mbertins.= God bless me, but didn't the old horse 


Y) 
give me a proper purler, 


I was of two minds as to what to do, but finally concluded 


that a short visit» with the Colonel would probably be better 
for him than Ligh resources. There was no 


| telling what form of recreation he might engage epand so I re. 
turned at about seven-thirty for dinner; 

The Colonel was stretched out on the couch, resplendent _ 
in-a blue satin bath robe. His left eye was practically 
closed, a large knob protruded from his forehead / and his lips | 
resembled those of the loser in a heavyweight championship, 4agay: 

Albert had set a small table for me in front of the fire 
and arranged an invalid's table over the*couch for the Colonel, 
During the long years of our friendship we had dined together 
countless times but never with greater content than on that 
evening. And yet I don't know what occasioned that -content fx 


fhe Colonel was not ¢alkative or communicative, nor did I feel 


any urge to converse, We simply sat there in his Snug dressing 


aL. 
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room, the lichts lowered, Sipping good wine and enjoying the 


flickering fire, J] had a feeling that his thoughts Were often 


far from Millbeck and that Something sobering 


SROUR Cone em stiedes i 1 his mind, 


Albert removed the tables, 


was revolving 


brought the Colonel hig pipe 


and placed a Tugged, gnarled apple log 
The Golonel triea a cigar 


and a box of Cigars, 


on the fire, but found smoking it 


uncomfortable, and requisitioned a light pipe with a thin stem. 


He lit the pipe, Albert left the room; and we gat smoking for 


somé time, when the Colonel suddenly said, 


Denning died, 


"Pendleton, Dulaney 
T didn't te11 you about it when it happened beu 


cause I didn't know any of the details and was ashamed to 


confess the fact. I went down to look into the situation the 
other day and since my return I have felt upset and for some 
reason didn't want to talk about the matter, 

"You see, Pendleton, he lost all of the money he won up 
here at Mi L1beck when his horse Captured the Great American 


Stakes at Belmont. He lost it within two years after returning 


to Kentucky, He wouldn't appeal to me. He wouldn't or couldntt¢ 
appeal to anyone in Kentucky, so he simply disappeared, No one 
knew where he went, I even employed a detective agency, but they 
couldn't trace him, I only heard of his death through a half- 
sister who wrote asking my financial help to have his body re. 
buried in the family plot. I never could learn, even from her, 
what happened to him, so went. down to find out for myself, I 
discovered where he had been living and where he died, 


"There was a young lady in the place, a schooleteacher, 
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who had befriended him. I @iscoverea her by aceident., 1 Tiked 
X 


hery Pendleton. «I liked her very much. When I was’ leaving she 
looked up at me and Said, 'Mr, Weatherford, you were very fond 
'Yes,' I to1a her, 


She hesitated, and then went on 


of Mr. Flemming? ‘for nearly fifty yeare,'! 
» "Mr, Weatherford, I knew quite 
b 


&@ good deal about hig life here, Would you lke me te try and 
“A 


write & little account Of it for you?" 


The Colonel sat musing as though of two minds, then 


reached under the Pillow against which he wag Propped and ex— 


tracted some typewritten Sheets, 
this Over to nyee1®, Pendleton It only came today, but if it 


would _ be an imposition would you be 


"I had thought to Poet read 


Willing to read i¢ 


aloud.” I would appreciate it. I want to hear it. I wonder 


Tee T h7 = , 
WRAY DALIAN LISP : 


che eee 


lit was @ murky, unsightly, ill-favored town. The few who 
had prospered at the expense of the many lived in large, hideous, 
stuffy houses on West Hill. Those who labored, when there was 
labor, lived under the Hill in unpainted houses On muddy, dead 
end streets, working a week, 1sfdOff & week, in debt and with 
Small hope, | | 

Into this ill-conceived industrial center there drove one 
day in a shambling topsbugey a tall, elderly, distinguisheds 
looking man somewhat frayed am apparel, He had evidently 
travedlbd many miles, He arranged with the local livery Stables 
keeper to care for his old horse and buggy, and at the end of 
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three or four days was ensconced in a small, unpeinted one « 


Story cottage known locally as a shack, loeebeda few doors 


from the livery stable, 
In time a smal Sign appeared in front of the house; 
Aix, Flemming will be pleased to 
render service to those whose 
horses, dogs or other animals 
may be sick or injured, a 

There were very few horses fn the’ shadow of the mines and 
mills and in that town people did not concern themselves With 
the ills of their dogs. And so the "doctor", as he was beginning 
to be called, took to wandering off over the neighboring mount- 
ains, spending Rerig days in his Sshambling old. nna calling 
upon niemeinni: and their families, 

Time went on and news of his Skill spread from one rocks 
strewn mountain farm to the next, and tall, spare, taciturn 
men would now and again ride into town seeking the old doctor, 
and he would hitch up and climb the Trough, steep roads into 
the mountains, is ah! te 

No one on West Hill ever knew him a a much aS exen heard 
of him, ee under maa ty began to love lie and depend 
upon him, Wasn't he a Gegtert Sead people say he was a 
doctor? Hadn't he helped so and so? And them he didn't seng 
any bills, or call and ask for pay, or write letters; He just 


came and sat with you and said what he thought might do you 


good, 


. ala 
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And SO time rolled aload but. with it the de doctor's affairs 


became ever more desperate, He traveled the roads day and night 
Bel 


Ln oer larger circles giving help where help was needed, but no 


one. paid him, There. was nothing to pay with, Mills end.mines 
Arcot 


The mountaineers tted+o~ | 


now and then a pound of butter, 


were closed. People couldn't pay, 
Cgc 


S| 


- & few. eggs; 


occasionally a ham. 


His landlord, the rent. being briny in arrears, asked him to 


Vacate, The livery stable k oka ais 
_ the Stable, to which 


, otfered him @ small room over 


the PR few possessions were moved, | 


~oFearinge that wigee. who might be in need of him micht not. 


d 
be able to Tind hin the doctor made a simple Sign which te Sh Lc 
-~ “Wer | 

~gained the consent of the livery Staele-propristor attachtod | ; 
to the hitching post in front of the stable: | | 
f 

Aur, Flemming Has Moved Up Stairg* | 
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And so this lonely, courteous old enusacer traveled the ) 
mountains and muddy streets of the town through the long, hot . 
days of summer and boetstereus. days of winter trying to help, 
trying to cheer, perhaps trying to forget, ea his 
proud old age to earn his living, any kind of a living, and . 
preserve his independence, 

People, as is the way of those who are hard pressed, 
learned to lean and call upon him more and more. The old mare | 


was forever pulling the creaky wagon up into the mountain, and 


upon return there was Pbewad-to be someone waiting hope. 


al 


fully in. one, of the dour, unpainted houses of the town, 


» ’ ; 
Then there came a day when no one hadiuseen him. Thee o14 
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mare had not been taken out of the stable, 


The livery neepes 
went to look, 


Mr, Flemming had passed on, 


Funds were required, The old mare and buggy were sold, 
Mirtle 


A few simple veterinarian®§ teeke were passed on for a song, 


A dozen or so books found buyers at ten cents apiece, The 
gawaty Stable keeper 


eS 


contributed a dollar for an old goblet, 
at very old goblet, in which to stand his pen and pencils on 


his dusty, untidy and little used desk. Some thirty dollars 


ased at the cemetery, and the funeral 
arranged. No one knew where Mr, Flemming 


Wee realized, a plot purch 


Came from nor to whom | 
he belonged, 


While it was yet dark mountain families were astir, Lichts 
flickered from every cabin. Teams were hitched, saddles cinched, 
and in the still, quiet hours the mountaineers started their 


Silent trek towards the town. I¢ was a bleak, rain=swept day, 


yet they journeyed Stoically on, the women riding in the wagons, 


the men on horseback or afoot. m | pn. ' | 
th? 

Those from West Hill, sitting in their offices on Hen ™ 

Street, looked out of their windows perplexed at the o t 

stream of unfamiliar vehiclés, . 
It was a drab and somber procession which later took it}s 

way through the deep red mud to the dreary unkept cemetery on 

the edge of the town. Mill=hands, mountaineers with their 


families, miners, long out of work, walking side by ide in the | 
rain. At the head of the procession waded the towm drunkard, 
sober for the first time in a dozen years, ; 


Le Npetgnr a | 
At the conclusion of the service someone said that ne should | 


They ~ all 
¢ wt 5 


i Oy 
“te 
> - as 


have a stone, that they couldn't leave him just that way. 
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Sook up a collection. Fapee out of work have no money. ‘hose 


who lived in the mounteins lived by barter. Six dollars was 


all that oven atzeetion could produce, Everyone who had any- 


thing gave, 


we 
af, 


A é 
but what could be done with six dollars, 


Suddenly the town drunkard stepped forward. 
great, redheaded 


He was a 
man whose strength had become a legend, 
"Wait," he said, and with that he started running back towards 
the town, People on the Sidewalks stepped aside to let him 
pass and shook their heads and said he should be in gaol, but 
he ran On. ATTived at the Livery stable he put his powerful ~ 
Shoulders against the hitching post, shook it back end forth, 


Pulled it this way and that, loosed it, jerked it out of the | 


ground, put it on hig shoulders and ran back with it to the 
cemetery through the rain and mud. | ; 
track Ys a 

The people gave way before him. He walked to the grave, "a 

took a spade and set up the old hitching post. - a 


Fitz. Flemming Has Moved Up Stairs, © SE. Ho 


There seemed nothing for either the Colonel or me to Say 


SO we re-lit our pipes and sat Smoking, but after a ‘te 
the Colonel said, "Pendleton, I won't send the money to have 


him moved," 
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MARIAN ASHLEY'S RBESPOKEN 
ee ee 
GORDON GRAND 


SHS ASHLEY'g BESPOKEN, 
—SSSSS ee 


I was taking tea with Enid Ash 
daughter, Bestes, entered the room, 


"that you have not been 


ley when her four-year.old 
"I hope," saga Eunice, 
Over at Colonel Weatherford's agein," 


"Yes I have Mummy , " replied the young lady, "and I had some 


Cambridge tea and three cookies, and tie Sadat Showed me two | 


baby woosters that fights that Eddie Walsh has, and told me a 


story and I told him two stories." Then Buniee left the room 


intent on some concern of her own. 


4 
Enid watched her departure, smiled and looked over a¢ 6, —~->. 


saying, "What in the world can I do 


With that chila.? Not a day 
passes that she does not take herself over to the Colonel's gna 


call upon him. It's the better part of a mile there and back | 


across the fields, yet she trudges it nearly every ertemealin _— | 


I have asked the Colonel's Albert to tell her that she is not 
to bother the Colonel and to Send her home, but thet does no 


good. And I have warned the Colonel to defend himself, but he | 


seems quite incapable of coping with the Situation yet sSputters ' 
and becomes abusive if I threaten to forbid her calling on him, 
"If the Colonel is not at home she walks Tight into the 


library, pulls down one of her favorite books and looks at 


pictures until he returns, If he is engaged she curls up on a 


he is free, Really Pen, they are the most ridiculous couple 


you have ever seen together, There never were such conversatims 


as they carry on," 


- 


chair as close to him as she can get and amuses herself until | 
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S than did Enig herself, for I had iy 


AS a matter of fact I knew a great deal more about this 


love affair of the Colonel! 


dropped in on these tea parties more than once and-had been 
Nana | 


put at my ease for all time through hearin 


€ Sumtee whisper to 
the Colonel, 


"We don't have to Stop talking ‘cause Mr. Pendleton 


't company, is he, ternal?" f 
Enid Ashley had four children, 


camé, ‘cause Mr, Pendleton isn 


Three of them were keen, (i 


exuberant, every-day sort of children, Spending their days. tore- ! 


dashing from one activity to another, riding, hunting, Swimming, 


Picnicing, and playing all manner of canes, Little Bemiee, the 


youngest, was of a different ilk, exceedingly different, She | 
was of the very woof and weave of thm outmofeioors, of the goa 


earth and of the things it brought forth, Her world centered — 


wpom. the fields, swamps and wooded hills Surrounding her home, 
and in the things that lived in those fields. She was > | 
enamoured and continuously enthralled by her stage and the | 
countless miracles enacted thereon, . P 

Her power of observation was a source of wonderment. to the, 


see I recall her DORERE) DE g the discovery of a brood of 
Arty 


; 
: 
» wood ducks, of Sitting motionless in the seclusion | 
of an alder bush watching, recording and translating every act 

and movement of the duck and her yore into terms 0 ‘human 
motive and endeavor, From behind the alder bush she Witnessed 

the family's great adventure - the ever perilous #rs% journey 
from nest to water, and I recall the Colonel's interested exa 
pression as she, so tellingly, described the flutter and 


vie 

anxiety of the mother, the impetuous helter, skelter progress | 
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_iimitations, and would now and again burst out, 
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a a 
of the young, and of their Wild first flight across the pond . 
Skimming itfs Surface, and # 


looking Ternad plike puffy things 
blowed by the wind", 


The Colonel ies to me, saying, "Goa 


bless me, Pendleton, there is no authoritative book on duck 


One-half go illuminating, 


The farm and it} environs, 


teeming with exciting events, 
the birth of 


& colt, the arrival of new kittens, & newborn 


lamb, birds being hatched in Every hedge and tree, 
the 


, , these caused 
days to be too Short, the nights too long, 


One must find a confidant for such 


PeTiences, 


gripping, vital ex. 
They must be recounted and €nlarged upon, She dis— 


covered by accident that the ot Was an ideal outlet. He 


himself was a competent naturalist and painstaking observer, 


He never laughed at but only with,her. He askea crisp, meaning 


ful questions, He argued and differed, He permitted a certain 


amount of whimsicality and enjoyed it, but not nature faking, 


He knew nothing of children and had no means of measuring their 


"Nonsense, 

Semice, nonsense, fiddlesticks, toumy=rot. That's not the 

reason young pheasants do that," and then he would explain the 
“Manrea~ 

matter at issue, and Bunice would look up at him 

thoughtfu grey eyes of hers and think about itt, an 


walk home with her half-awmile across the meadowa, ye a 


"Honk, Honk, Honk. x x x ordered as the tramp of soldiers 
x X x the flock swept over and was gone. They had summoned us 


and we had heard the wild Sky-call, had heard and followed them 
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With the advent Of school her visits became ever less \ 
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frequent, but as her horizon broadened she called upon him 
for new interpretations, She turned to books, and he led her 


by suggestion to the New England School which was his om ‘ 


Sh wulisa | 
background, I could never Quite forgive him for eck iaguand 


eRe self-conscious ‘when discovered reading to her, He 
would close the book with & bang of finality, announcing that 


it was high time she ran away home, and she would. look at him, : 


hurt and disappointed and perplexed, Manne 


iti 


He finally overcame this Aan efane 28 I was concerned, and >" 4 


I look back with a good deal of eontentnent to some of these 
& hk aii in FG ae, 
While still & wee tot he read and re-read the 
i aenme of Dallas fore Sharp; I once sat with en 


reading aiouds. 


fine, eexthata 
them in his library on a orey, somber November afternoon, she 


curled up On the sofa beside him, pos Ae had both heard a great 


~~" ee = 
eS ee ee ee a 
_ A amm 


flight of eeese pass over im the night, and chided me for 

missing . the event. The Colonel wend to ‘Professor Sharp's 

book. } | : 
"Honk, Honk, Honk. Out of the silence of the November 

night, down through the depths of the darkened Sky, rang: the 

call of the passing geese x x x, The shone Shone clear in 

the far blue; the trees stood dark on the rim of the north 


and south, close up against the distant sky the wild geese *¥ 
were Winging. 
"Honk, Honk, Honk. x x X ordered as the tramp of soldiers 


x x x the flock swept over and was gone. They had summoned us 


and we had heard the wild Sky-call, had heard and followed them 
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through the dark of the night, up into the blue vault under f 


the light of the stars, ' 
"Round and dim swung the earth below us hushed and asleep | 


in the soft arms of the night. Hill ana valley lay close to 4 


gether, farmland ana wood—land, all wrapped in the coverlet | 
of the dark, 


City ana town, like watch fires along the edge 


of a Sleeping camp, burned bright on the rivers and brighter 


Still on the ragged line of the shore and sea, for we were — 


far away near the stars. The mountains roge up, but they 


could not reach us; the white lakes beckoned, but they could 


not call us down, for the stars were bright, the sky eéast 


was clear, the wind in our wings was the keen, wild wind of 


the north, and the call that we heard — Oh! Who knows the 


call? Yet, who does not know it — that distant, haunting 
call to fly, fly, fly? x x x 
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"Honk, honk, honk! Oh, may I be awake to hear you, ye | 
Strong-winged travelers on the sky when ye gO over northward | 
ealling all the south to follow you through the broken ice 
gates of the north, 

"Honk, honk, honk! The wild geese are passing ~ southward," 

The Colonel closed the book, was looking up at the 
ceiling and through it ana up into the blue vavlt under the 
light of the stars, and I knew then why he loved her,’ 

When very young and before one has learned that one does 
not hold converse with Masters of fox hounds’ when hounds are 
hunting, she used to ride up to the Colonel and engace him in 
all sorts of discussions, I remember a Thanksgiving day. I+ :” 
had been an eminently unsatisfactory and exasperating morning, , 
The whole world and thetx wives were out - everything inhabiting 
the town of Millbeck was out except the foxes, and if they were 
out certainly hounds could get no wind of them. Miss ~ 


Ashley had not been among those present at the meet, probably 
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having been engaged upon some important matters of her own at . 
that hour. About noon, as we were standing on Highminster 


with hounds half—heartedly drawing Three Spires Upland cover, 


I saw the young lady approaching across the fields on her 
twenty-yeareold shetland pony, a fat, longshaired, somnolent | 


little mount that required the constant application of Eunicets 
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heels to keep it in motion, 4 group of perhaps a dozen of us 


were Standing close to Colonel Weatherford, but sensing that | 
his present mood would not be sympathetic towards coffe « 

housing, particularly as one hound was speaking in a desultory 
voice toa night line, we were keeping discreetly silent. 

Eunies. finally accomplished her tortuous journey, wove . 
her pony through as, her short little legs Pn 3 and ; | 
forth to give encouragement to Fluffy Miller, and rode up to 
the Colonel, without his being so much as conscious that she 
was in the field. "Ternal," she Said, “it's most roofed over " i 
but it's another one. It's bigger than the other one. They | 
didn*¢ like that one. ‘Member, I told you it was orful wet 
"cause when the ice isn't slippery and won't eo over the dam 
the water goes back and back and onurm that place ‘cause Mr. 
 Thingamabob and me went out in the boat Christmas to help the 
ice get over the dam, but the new one is dry." And the Colonel 
scowled and figuratively scratched his head and Looked down at 
her and muttered, "God bless me," then recalled that this ap 
had to do with the muskrats building their winter home on the 

“YWiranrere 
edge Of Enid Ashley's swamp. an operation which Banice was 
following with solicitude. There then followed a really 
knowledgeable dissertation on the architectural and dietetic | 
habits and achievements of the L0tiéks muskrat. 
When the domestic problems of the muskrats had been dis— 
posed of I saw # touch the Colonel on the knee, then beckon 


to him with her finger in a most secretive yet emphatic manner, i. || 
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horse and hold Private converse with a very diminutive young 


but the Colonel gallantly went | 


’ lady on an eleven«hand pony, 
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Say, “How do you know?" Then there was mofe whispering, at the _. 


conclusion Of which the Colonel turned to 


John Donalds and - 
iL) asked hin 


if he woulda g0 into the covert eng tell Will Madden 
to bring hounds to him as Quickly as he could, ~ 
| There was a tinge of il] Will towards fox hunting tht — | 
| Thanksgiving day on the part of the non—hunting members of mo it 


certain families. But a turkey is still’ a turkey, though he == 
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It is no Simple task to bend down from & séventesn—hand 


lady on an @levenshand Pony, but the Colonel callently went 
his part of the journey and Eunice stood up i 
i None of us heard what was Said, but we did he 


Say, “How do you know?" 


n her stirrups, 
ar the Colonel 
Then there was moAe whigs 
Of which the Colonel turned to 
asked him if he Would go into 


pe ting, at the 
John Donalds and 
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the covert and tell Will Madden 

Kly as he could, 
There was a tinge of il) will towards fox h 

Thanksgiving day on the part of the non-hunting 


certain families, 


~ to bring hounds to him as quic 
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But a turkey is still a turkey, 
«be & bit over-~done,’ 


y Mes, aa 4 i 
though he eas a ae 
gq B°YS crept home ehet—day over the sixteen 


_ miles from North Bangdolien to Millbeck on tired horses, with 


the evening star as a beacon, ~ 


trillent. 
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In the Spring of @unicels twelfth year a thoroughbred 


filly was foaled on Enid Ashley's Place, a filly that should 


i have been of great Promise. She was out of a distinguished 


and royally-brea mare and by a Domino horse of great promise, 
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“Set & poorer, less promising foal never disfigured the hills 

eA 
of Dutchess County, Bb was weak, stringy, crooked»legged, 
and Of dreary aspect. When a few days old it/s MA, Arar 


Wate tire mses 
a ypoegan to swell and an examination disclosed @ 


I i —— 


stoppage of the air passage. The obstruction was removed but 


the enlargement remained, giving the filly the epresranes oF C, : | 
having the lower half of an acute roman none, kateaaneaeell t 
to her forlorn appearance, ™ 

After the lapse of a few months Enid telephoned asking if | 
the Golonel and I would come over and help her to decide whether 4 
or not she should put the filly away. Enid's major perplexity : 
lay in the fact that Benice, by very reason of the filly's for- | 
lornness had adopted and mothered it since birth. A word of 


j 
Sian tig , ‘ etary é ss 
scorn, ridicule or even mild criticism directed agetnet the | 
7. had > ) | * re 
filly would cause a moistening of Bemice's eyes. I once over-— 
: 
4 


heard her stamp her foot and ask one of her brothers whether 


a The Colonel was primarily practical and pointed out to ~ 
Enid that in view of her straightened if not almost desperate | 
financial condition she had no right to raise a foal of so 
little promise. In this I concurred, adding that the filly 


would never stand training. 


if he was sickly and little and full of worms he would like | 
| i 
people to laugh at him? ; 
The Colonel and I left Enid's farm and went down into 


rn 
Hawkes! Hollows to try an hour or two of late afternoon 


fishing. We came off the stream about seven-thirty, located i] 


4, 
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the Colonel's car and were about to enter it when we saw a 
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note resting on the Seat addressed to the Colonel. He opened 


it, read it end sat Sitting with it in hig hand, entirely 


forgetful that we had a good dinner awaiting us at home, He 


finally put the letter in his pocket, started the Car, and 4 


drove Slowly along. 


When we had gone perhaps a hundred yards 


\ 
. | 


he blurted out, "God 
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bless my soul, Pendleton, did you ever commit murder? Did 

you ever contemplate it? Were you ever accused of it?".. "No,# 

I said, "not openly." "Well read this," he growled, handing 

me the letter, and I read, 
AY Will say of the Lord, He is my refuge ul 

and my fortress, In him will I trust. Surely } 

he shall deliver (my filly) from the snare. of 7 

the fowler and from the noisou, pestilence, H 

PPicace think of these words, . 


“YWnwurr Eusies Ashley." 


». 
AAde A hae Aah 1 
,Bummer slipped softly into- ‘early ‘fall. o anne Shortened 


and before I knew it another year had rolled around to crisp 
November. 

I was standing in my lower pasture looking over. a.herd of —~ 
black pheus steers when Eddie Walsh, the Colonel's groom, | | | 
nutienes in the distance letting down a bar«way preparatory to 
leading — through. At a loss to know why. he should be 
pursuing this particular course to the Colonel's stable I stood 
watching him, and presently recognized Eunice Ashley's filly, 
now known as "Bespoken", Eddie was having a trying and ex. | 
asperating adventure. The filly was barely halter-broken and 


decidedly unwilling to accompany him. 


saying, "I'm sorry, Sir, to be trespassing, but it's herself 


When opposite to me Eddie gave his cap a vicious jerk, | 
like to destroyed me when Malloney's truck come along. She's | 


ee 


oe 
Sic frebtum timmoo reve woy bib ,.aete Lhaod eiuoe yu seedd 
"08". "fet to heavoos reve oY eteW tt otslqmetaoo teve voy 
getSaed ,belwors of ".atdt beer LLaW" " Yiaeqo ton" . bisa I 
-$ser I bag .tettel edt on 
Sgutor ym ai oH .brod edt to yse LLiw D 
YiomwS .tawtt I {fiw mid al ,.eaettr0t ya Sos 
to eteme odd mort (yiLtt vm) revifeb Ifsde of 
sonal ttaeq moaton edt mott bas telwot edt 
eabrow eaett to antdé sasold 
| ".yolleA seta “nanny | 
2a) TTA Maou tonal Auman 
sok aya edT .{fist vitesse ot¢ni yitToe beqqilfa TommusG. 
- qaizo od bavots beffor bad rsey tedéons tt wend I stoted Drie ‘ 
etodnsvoll 
* to Bred @ tevo gaixool etwtesq rewol Yu at gotbaste asw I 
r" ¢MO0Ts S'Lemolod edt .dalsW ofbpg aedw atesta avact tosid 
ov ytotstsqetq yewe rsd gs moh anitvel sonstatb edt at betesqgs - 
sc Sivoda of yiw wond ot saol s th -(guotdt setod s zatbsel 
Hoote I sldsta e'fonolod edt o¢ sariroo refvoltizreg eidd gatverug 
eVilit a'yelfdead soto Sssingooer yitnsestq bas .mtd gnidotsw 
-x9 Das saiyxt s grived asw sibbu »"Mexoqgeea" as nworx wort 
has asdord-tetisd yleted een yi ltt edt .otutnevbs snitsreqas 


Mid ynsqmoocos o¢ gmt ifiway yibsbioseb 

e%Z9( avotoiv s qso aid eves eibhbd om of stfisoqqo neclW 
ifeated atts vud .gaieasqeert 9d ot etiB .YTTOS m'I" ,ooatyse 
e'ed@ .xunols swoon Aours @'yenolisM nedw sm Deyortesh ot exis 


just after beint weaned, and I'm takint her over to the boss's 


; | . 
Stable. It's nothing he'll have out of her, not by no manner i 
of means, 'cause therets nothing tqehér at all at alls" Eddie 7 
having 


regained his breath the tussle proceeded, 

AS this uncongenial couple finally passed from view I 
Could but smile at the mess the Colonel had undoubtedly let 
himself in for. He had never, during all the years I had known 
him, raised a colt on his place, insisting that such a pro 
cedure was unfair to the colt and equally unfair to one's own 
pocketbook, and that if one wanted to breed and raise a colt 
one should give aban, tas advantages of Virginia or Kentucky, 


He had no diese enclosure nor even a companion for a 


freshly-weanea foal, and nothing is drearier than a colt at PY 


| 
in a pasture alone through the long Tres of the day. 4 


Within the week I was cking home tunting and turned off 
at the Colonel's driveway to Slip across his stubble field and 
SO save myself a few steps when, in passing the @ePerehs 
orchard, I saw the dreary, brown whisp of a filly Standing 
under an — tree with her head nestled close up to James T, 
Twitcher, Hopie Hanger's tal mat yon) apeteed mule, which the 
Colonel must have borrowed to keep the filly company. 

Had I seen thé incongrous paiz—ef lovers in the Colonel's 
library I could not have felt greater surprise than finding 
them in the orchard. This small csaae i — trees was 
an adjunct to the Colonel's rarden and ms. be of great pride 


to him. No orchard in Dutchess County was watched over with 


such constant zeal, Experts appeared annually to prune, paint, 
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scrape, cement and fertilize. Other experts followed at various ‘ 


\ 
periods to Spray. The ground was tilled, Planted, plowed under . 


and further fertilized until the stand of grass was so formidable 


—-— eo 


that a setter could barely force his way through, And here was 
this orchard, forming as it did the Southerly end of a beautifully 
landscaped garden turned into a paddock for an unsightly filly q 
foal and a spotted Kentucky mule. Theat the mule was one of the ; 
best conveyances across the Millbeck country hardly justified 
this excess, 


While I mused upon this phenomenon old Pat Dwyer, the ; 


Colonel's stud SrToom, appeared with some feed, Upon recognizing | 
me he looked chagringed, but thinking to make the best of the 
Situation, said, "It's breeding we're going into, Sir. These 

be our first two, A fine big filly this, Sir. We don't let 

her out when it's windy. She blew over the fence Monday week," 

Then old Dwyer's face changed. "What would you think Colonel | 
Weatherford would want with the like of this, and she Standing 
here where all his friends got to see her as they go up Reethe 


house, It was Squire Oakleigh himself come by yesterday to 
see the boss and stops, same as you, while I was feeding her, 
and says, *What's that, Dwyer,' and courage wasn't in me to 
Say yes or no to him, 


"And Mr, Pendleton, you wouldn't know the half of how the 


and wants to know where does he get the hay and oats he was 


boss be carrying on. He writes Major Beard down to Kentucky | 
telling the Colonel about at Saratoga — Michigan or Canada I } 


think it was, and we got some of them. You wouldn't see the | 
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like of them at the Ascot meeting, povtpsatiiesean teat and 
the color of the sun in them} and cod liver oil and I wouldn't 
know what. And everything wrote out tihemees these writing 
machines. It's wrote out like this, "4 nereate stomach is 
small in proportion to the Size of the animal. They should be 
fed moderately but frequently. You will feed a fourth time 
between nine and ten O'clock at night.! ana would you look at 
the filly, Sir," 

I rode home thinking somewhat upon @ dreamy little girl 
and a practical, worldly~wise old Sportsman, concluding that 
probably much of the world's destiny, was governed by affection, 

The following September Eunice went away to School, a 
project that strained her mother's resources to the danger 
point. She was the youngest of the family, and Enid could not 
bring herself to deprive the child of the advantages which the 


older brother and sisters had enjoyed. It was also recognized 


that intellectually tuniee was better qualified to profit through 
€ducation than the other members of the family. I gathered in a 
roundabout way that the Colonel had asked the privilege of 

assisting but that this had been refused. Upon the completion 

of her first year it became evident that is prospects of | 
ever getting to college, upon which she had set her heart, were 
practically nil. The Colonel stormed and took Enid Ashley to 

task, telling her in round language that she had no right to 

let pride and pig-~headedness stand in the child's way, but Enid 

could not bring herself to permit \¥ what would have been a 


seven-year obligation on the Colonel's part. The Colonel stuck 


OE AAT, ES 


{ -SL[— 


. ; ~» 2 
Bae ,.83v0 Bavog*owme-ytrot .gotieem toova oft te mont to ots 


?*ablivew I has {to tevii boo baa jmedt ni ove eft te toLoo odd 
Sogatiinqw oasdi Lo owe m0 390 storw gaiddyreve Sada «stadw won 
Sf doamota a'oerod A! .atdd oAtl tuo esorw e'tl .e0enmtdosnm 
od Bivoda yedT .femias odd to este od? ot notdtogotgq at [Lame 
Sait détwot s boost ILiw ywoY eVitneupsett tud yLetsrebom het 
ta dool woy Sinow boda ‘utiigia te Aoofo'o met bas entn asowted 
"orte »yilit ed¢ 
itig elitil ymserb s mnogu tadwemoas uniadnidt omod. ebor I 
edd gaibyionos .memetroga bio saiweyiblrow ,{Lsottositq s bus 
yeftoltoetis yd beatevos asw xaitach 3‘bizow, edt to doum yYidsedorg © 
s .Loodoa o¢ yews Perry te 8 tedmetqe® sniwoliot sAT 
Tegnss sdv ot sootwoset a'rendtom red bonisrta tsdt testete 
tom Sivoo Sink bas ,.yfimst sit to teegmvoy edt saw onf8 staiog 
edt doidw esgstnsvibs edt to biido edt evizqeb o¢ tLoarod gnizd 
SDesingoset oals asw tI .beyotne bad eretate bas tedtord roblo | 
fguetds #itotg ot Heltifsup resied asw sekasé vyilsutoelloetat tadd 
2 ai betodtas I VLimst od¢ to eredmem tedto edt medt noltsoube 
“te exelivita eit betas bad Lenofod. odd tad? yew trodsbavor 
notteignoo oft aoqU .bedvtet eed bad atdd tatit-tud sottatees 
to etosqeotg aisctant tadt tnebtve emsced ti tesy ¢axit ted to 
otow ,irsed ted dea bad oda doidw noqu .sx3eLloo of guittes reve 
‘ot yeLfdea bind oot bas Semmote Lenolod odT sfte yiisotiosrg 
of ddgit on bed ofa tedt ogsuyasl basot at ted gntifos dest 
bindtud yew a'biico eid at baate sasnbebsesgiq bas ebizq def 
 semesd eves bivew tsdw t¢ sinzog od tieered gatxd ton Bivoo 
douse Lomolod edT .s1sq a'fenolod sedi no notteatido TSSY-Noves 


-~13. 


out his lower jaw, tugeed at hig long white mustache, and 


couldn't for the life of him understand how he could be defeated 
in what looked to be SO Simple an issue, 
On a raw, bleak March afternoon, just as the Colonel was 


setting ready | to skip off to Europe, he called me up asking if 
Us baa ; ! 
I could drop ee: 


in suwene When I arrived he was leaning 
On the orchard fence, wrapped up in a great-—coat, and Hee _ 


the Bespoken filly. 


He instructed Walsh to Slip a saddle on the filly and +e 


follow a Eem~bed—thre=way down to a long, flat meadow in which 


he had installed two white poles, three furlongs apart, and—im 


reteueted Walsh to take the filly to the far pole and let her 


m3 


step on until he had passed the finish pole, He asked me to 


= 


Stand where I could cet an advantageous view of the filly while 
extended. He himself stood opposite the finish line with a 
stop watch. Walsh went down to his position and at a signal | 
from the Colonel Opened the filly up. At the conclusion of the | 
trial the Colonel walked up to me, saying, "Pendleton, did you [ 
see what I saw?" "Yes," I answered. | 

We adjourned to the Colonel's library, warmed our backs at | 
his ample wood fire and stood for some time, neither of us 
Speaking. The Colonel took out his watch, stood looking at it, | 
pressed the spring, and the curtain was — on Bespoken's ) 
trial. He looked quizzically at me, then range for a servant 
and ordered a bottle of his Tees. Madeira, 

He sat. toying with his glass, then asked the if my o1d 


trainer, Jim Andrews, was at Belmont Park, and how he could be 


wr® 


7. ti 


; Sag ,Sdosteum etidw goof aid ts beanut .wet wewol aid tyo 
‘ bedasteb ed biuoo ed wou basterebay mis to etif edt? tot ¢'!abivoo 
‘ -oveat as elqamie o@ od ov Bbotool tedw at 

sew Lonofod eit ee teu, .coomtetts doteM Asefd .wst s a0 


tf gaideas qv om beliso od ,ogorsl of tio gizxe o¢ ybser guitteg 


a imeet asw ed bevirrs I nsociW eeRhhquaidwess ane goth Si{uoo iT 
EC 8. bas ,te00-tseT3 s at qu beqastw .eomet bradoro ent m0 
eVilit mexoqsesd eds 

“ef Sas yYLit ont no elbbse s qiia ot dalsW betourtani ef 
doidw at wobsem ts{t .g3n0f s ot swod yaw-ertt—Set-oh yeu wollot 
oMt—Sae .iteqs agaoltyi ssrdt .a8eloq etidw ont beilstent Bed od - 
tod tol a efog tei edt o¢ yIf{it castes a faliesl bestenseda. 
prepenay ar ow »9foq tatatt edt besesq bad ke {ttay ao gete 
alidw eLit edt to welv avoogsinsvbs ag tes bilyoo I etedw.basts 
8 diiw enifideinit add etfaogqo Boota tieemid eH .bsbasixs 
faogie s ts bus aottiacg sid ot mwob tnmew dals¥ .dotsew qots 
odd to motaglonos sdt ta equ YLlitt ede Shemeqo Lenofod sedi mort - 
. woy BES .notetlbaed" egaiyse ¢3m OF qu bexfsw Lenolod ong Lats 
Dbetowads I ",aeY" . "twse I tasiw e832 

ts edosd two beatew .yretdil e'Lemofod add ot hbeatwoths oW 
ey to tedtien .smit smoa rot boota bas ertt hoow eiqms eid 
@@f te gatiool boote ,.dotsw aid tuo Moot LonofLod eA? -gaiaseqe 
2'sotoqaed thats mute eaw ailsttuo sdi bas anitee edt hozestgq 
tmevrea s Tot sast neds —— heteol 6H .Latrd 
| @8tLebsi seen 8id to efittod se bersbiro bas 

‘bio ww th om-beise medd .aaslg eid déiw gatyot tse oH... 

od Sivoo ed wod bas .ute toomled ts asw .ewonbad mil gtentsrd 


oe, Te, 
wa 
mr, 5 - 


oe , ae 


-14~ 


reached. I told him, He poured himself another glass of wine, 


stood with his back to the fire a moment, then manned the tele- 
phone and requisitioned Jim Andrews. At the conclusion of the 
conversation I said good-bye to the Colonel and wished him a 
Safe journey, for he was leaving for town in the morning and 
sailing the day following, 

Some two weeks later I received a letter from Jim Andrews . . 
which required an entire evening fatome to answer. Good trainers 
have a great deal of pride, and Jim Andrews! pride had been hurt. 
I take credit for having persuaded him not to ship the filly back 
to Millbeck, but it took all of my persuasiveness, There wags no 


equine fault known to horsemen that was not attributed to that 


filly. Andrews ended his letter by saying, "and the Colonel 
wants me to get this 2ittle, straight pasthmed, ashmatic a 
rabbit tight and slip her in some place to win $1500. for a 

little girl that he says needs the money terrible bad. Lord | 
A'mighty, Mr. Pendleton, she don't Look or act as though she 
could last three furlongs out in the brush with Sixty pounds 
on her", 

I worried through a long, cold, late Spring, then, as the | | 
owner of a two-thousand-acre farm, entered the busiest time of 
the year for me and had no chance to dwell upon little 
her filly, or Jim Andrews. 

The Colonel returned from abroad about the middle of June. 


As soon as he caught up with his affairs he turned his attention 


to Jim Andrews and asked me if I had heard anything from him, 
to which I replied "No", Then he said he couldn't understand 
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Why he had not heard anything and did not see why Jim had not 
Started the filly. He had apparently written Andrews but re- 
ceived only an indefinite and unsatisfactory reply. At the 
end of another week he telephoned hele 2G but seemedte ages 


hothing definite or encouraging. Finally he Suggested that we 
have a day's racing, 


g We went down to the track, located Andrews, and asked what- 
, 
Andrews is ag conservative a man as I know, and far ‘ 


from being loquacious, except when excited, He sat chewing the 


end of a straw for some time, then said, "Colonel Weatherford, 
I don't know just what to say. I didn't want to talk over the 
telephone the other night for a lot of reasons, and didn't know 
rightly how to write you. The truth is, Colonel, I want to 
Start the filly in the $30,000. Belmont Oaks." The Colonel 
jerked his head up and stared at Andrews, "Gog bless my soul, 


bless my —- " "Yes, Colonel," Jim went on, "I know you'll think 


I'm crazy, and I guess I am. I don't want you to think that I 
put a whole lot of store by this filly. I don't, Shets the 
hardest thing to train that ever came into my Stable, but I'd 
like you to gamble the expense of letting me start her," 

Jim paused to let this announcement sink in and then went 
on, "You see, Colonel, I'm not sure that she has more than one 
race in her, I don't mean breaking down, but she's terrible 
touchy. She don't like strange horses anywhere near her, If 
one of them bumps or crowds her she won't run — wont¢ evem run 
up any place near them. Lots of times she won't even pass a 


horse that she stables next to and knows well. Now, I'm 
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telling you all the bad about her; yout Colonel, listen, she can 
rune Take my word for it, she can run, I wouldn't want to 
saddle anything for that race that wouldn't do you any good, 

or the little girl that owns her any good, or me any good, but 
Colonel, the filly can run. The Only thing is I don't know 


whether I can get it out of her or not. Most of the time she 
has me Licked. 

"If I tell the boys in my string to let her get a) ee 
€zon% she steps along, but she is a slow starter, and if the 
other horses get away on top it's the devilts own job to get 
her home. I've tried everything I know and asked every old 
timer on the track, but she has them all stumped. She can run, 
if we can get it out of her. I have never started her because 
I didn't see the use of Starting her in a cheap event. Maybe 
she'd get bumped and sour — then we are through. I thought we 


might as well head her for a real stake and take a chance that 


we could get her away on top and see if she would wee — 
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Belmont Park on a day of reat oxphs ehh? “A aby Of 
sunshine, sparkle and fair breezes. A day when people have 
dunched well and thrown off their concern for the ills of the 
world at large and become indifferent to their om more personal 
trials. A day when flags and little — wave gaily with 
never a thought of a wind that some day WaA bound to change, 

An afternoon when the lawns are at their greenest, the balcony 
petunias at their gayest. When all the world is at play afloat 
and ashore, from the yachtsman off Marblehead to the fox hunter 


in the Piedmont of Virginia. 
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It was on such a day that we walked out'to the paddock 


at Belmont Park, Enid Ashley, ,» Colonel Weatherford, 


Jim Andrews ana I, a hopeful but not very expectant little 


group, with much at stake, 
“Mara 


funise was silent and tense and drawn, much too tense and 


much too silent. She had eaten practically nothing at luncheon 


and had sat during the meal with her hands folded on her lap 
and looking Straicht ahead of her, 


When we reached the paddock a boy was walking the filly 


around. She looked thin, waefe wasted, Plain beyond description, 


and, I thought, dreary end unhappy. Someone came up.to Jim 
Andrews and told him the odds were 30 to 1. The race was quite 
generally conceded to one of two fillies, Lad Lahombaeiehe a 
chestnut fdeby by High Time, 

Our filly was walking» past us waensmedbed, ollanee softly, 
"Bespoken", The filly halted and stood as though fastened to 
the ground, turned her head, looked, then started towards us, 
The boy pulled her head towards him and she followea@ him, but 
almost immediately again turned her head towards us. When she 
Came around she stopped. Ensnice asked the boy to wait a moment 
and went up and spoke to the mare. Andrews was Standing nearby, 
his hawk eyes taking in the whole performance. The boy started 
on with the filly but she insisted on stopping and turning ‘her 
head around and trying to get back to the child, 

Trainers loathe and mistrust anything out-of the ordinary, 
People who were passing and repassing from the inspection of 


one or another of the horses began to notice the little 
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pantomime and were congregating around us. The mare ¥i8 be- 
coming more determined and insistent. The saddling bell 
sounded and Jim Andrews Stepped forward and started to saddle, 
He was Plainly upset. .The mare had a+—eii_tines during her | 
Sy rig. 4 fsa ane Shawnee Fe | 
training been dull and i ettferent, Now she would not even 


Stand to be saddled and was breaking into a sweat, Colonel 


Weatherford sensed the Situation and told Euniese to gO Over 


to her. Andrews, due entirely to being upset, resented this, 
but the instant the child reached the mare's head she ceased 
fretting, 

Among the Spectators was old Uncle Joe MePherson, the 


well-loved and respected dean of American trainers. McPherson 


was fond of Jim Andrews, had been interested in the filly's 
peculiarities and had tried to help and cowmsel Andrews in her 
training. He had come over to see her saddled, having nothing 
of his own in the big stake. 

As’ soon as Jim had the saddle on he hurried over to the 
old man and I heard him say, "Uncle Joe, I don't like the looks 
of things. I don't like them worth a damn. That filly is all 
upset, " 

Old McPherson removed a iene cigar from his mouth, flipped 
the ash — up his eyes, "Jim," he said, "it's the 


lL rw , 
little girl. re in, lonesome, unhappy tmt-ot tong ; 


fitiy1 Maybe when she was very young she sort of took to the 


Casadeliringh ian | 
child, She's never been ~heppy Since you had her at this track, 


She's not thrifty. Some horses do good at one track, some at 


another, or maybe she's never been right since she wae foaled, 
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~Ft—-denlt—oor-2s—thoweh—siret a, You got any money on her?" 


"A hundred," said Jim. "your people got any on her?" Wo,# 
replied Jim. "The Colonel has no faith in her, and Mr, 
Pendleton only has a hundred, "! “Well, Jim," went on the old 
man, “you hedge if you ean," 3 

The two men stood waiting for the saddling bell, Finally 
McPherson turned to Andrews, "Son, let me tell you something, 
Horses can't manage more than one idea at a time. Mark my 
words to that. It don't take anything much to get their minds 
off om one thing you want 'em to do. Of course your filly 
may get that little girl out of her mind as soon aS she gets 
with other horses, but maybe she won't. I've saddled a few 
horses in my time and I've seen horses looking around at some 
woman for sugar, but I never saw a horse carry on like that 
filly is carrying on over that little girl, and no one else 
ever did. She's like as not to never leave the post, or hang 
back and dun cooked and weave all over the track with her mind 
mostly on getting back to this paddock. Why, Jim, a circus 
trainer told me he wouldn't let the boy who fed his horses 
stand any place near where they were performing because the 
horses were apt to get their minds off the act and spoil the 
show if they saw the boy. It don't look good for the filly, 
Jim," 

The mounting bell sounded, Jim went over and spoke with 
his boy aside and gave hima leg up, but his face was dour and 
gloomy, We climbed to ewmbox-in the stand in rather a sepul. 
chral attitude, taking Andrews with us, Walking up the stairs 


the Oolonel took my arm, saying, "God bless my soul, Pendleton, 


a 
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what an unconscionable lot of grief we bring on ourselves. 

Why in the world did I want to bring that child down here to- 
day. God bless mé, why did I ever want to put the filly in 
training in the first place?" Knowing no good reason I kept 
Silent. The fillies paraded up and down in front of the stand, 
then to the starting post. I marvelled as I always did on the 
Size and fullness of many of our modern day thoroughbreds, and 
thought what two hundred years of feeding and Selecting had 
made of the progeny of the little Arab horse, The two short ~ 
odd fillies might well have been taken for wature animals, 
They were statuesduety powerful, tangy racing machines, bred 


a? ited 


and owned by stables ' had Spared neither money nor effort 


to produce the very best. 

There was an interminable delay at the post due to the 
High Time filly's impetuousity and wnchristian attitude towards 
her neighbors, She finally lost her position and was moved to 
= outside, The Bespoken filly was restless, and I saw with 
some misgivings that she kept turning her head and occasionally 
her shoulders towards the saddling paddock, Andrews caught the 
Situation through his glasses and his comment would ill fit this 
page. He finally put his glasses down and said to me under his 
breath, "The jig is as good as up, Mr. Pendleton. There she is 
in fourth position, sandwiched in between two fast fillies, 
She ought to be on the outside, They'll get the jump on her, 
there will be a lot of crowding and jostling, Some of the fillies 
on the outside will bear over towards the rail. She'll bein a 
pocket. Somebody will bump her. She wontt go through, and by 
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the time the boy gets her over to the outside of the track 


ha GAA 
aii Lilly will be home and unsaddled. The mare's all upset , 


Vu free, of the other fillies, so she isn't¢ scared, the Lady 
Mre Pendleton. She looks to me like for two cents she'd run 
through the rail maybe and break her neck just to get back to 
the paddock. Don't it seem queer to you, Mr. Pendleton, about 
that little girl and the filly. It seems queer to me." 
While Jim was talking they were off and we trained our 
glasses. If Jim Andrews had been gifted with divine prophesy 


he couldn't have foretold the details of that start more : 


accurately. This was a race for very young, very sensitive, 
very keen and very inexperienced race horses. There was’ 
jostling, crowding, squeezing, and our poor little undersized, 
self-conscious filly was sandwiched in the thickest pocket of 
the melée, being bumped, jostled and crowded, - They all raced 
on together, Those from the outside pressed towards the rail, 
seeking the shortest route home. The Belmont Oaks and thirty 
thousand dollars were at stake. 

| I heard Colonel Weatherford mutter, "She can't slow up. ' 
She doesn't dare, They would step right over her, She's got 

to run until they have all passed her." Jim Andrews on the 

other side of me was asking the world at large, but in a semi~ | 
whisper, how in +he hell could she get out of that pocket even 

if she wanted to, "Damn it, Mr, Pendleton, she just can't get 

any where, she ~ why, why, why — look at her — she's starting 

to slow up already. Why, hell, look at her, She's quitting 


and they aren't to the three furlong pole," 
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The filly was Plainly dropping back. Her quarterscame 
into view, then her Jockey, finally her head, She was lone 
and in the ruck. She hung for a few strides, then bore away 
from the rail — away from the other fillies, and kept that 
Position for a dozen Strides, Suddenly Jim Andrews touched 
my arm. "Mr, Pendleton, She's, she's, shetg doing something, 
Look! She's Starting to come Up —- Sure she is — she's picked 
up half a length. Lora A'mighty$ Look! Shets on terms with 
‘em again. What's She doing? What's she doin', Mr, Pendleton?" 

hailed ve group of nine fillies bunched very close tow 
gether - the ruck of the Field, OurS$frrty was to one Side of 
these - to the outside of the track, but on terms with them, 
In front of these nine were two fillies racing side by side 
and battling every foot of the journey, and three lengths 

PAE Den vrs 
» the High Time filly, and a 
bisok Seent, ali setting a Sizzling, killing, heart—breaking 


. pol these were Lady* 


pace —- &@ pace that just crucifies a contender coming up from 4 


behind, 
Yea a inns 
Pilly, 


but High Time's daughter had many Staunch supporters, They 


The money of the day was largely on the 


Said that if the totals of that _— wagers had ever been 
yt, my 

published, the baseball ee ‘who resent the crowds at 
Metropolitan tracks, and the reform element would have had 
ammunition enough to swamp Albany, 

The race was proceeding to the satisfaction of thirty | q 

OW 

thousand people, for the leaders were increasing their eed, 
An Old-time member of the Jockey Club in the next box said to 


A 


a/ 
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his neighbor, "They'll break the record for the ‘Oaks", 


Suddenly a man with a roar in his voice blurted out, 
"What's that coming up on the outside? ¥e-tooked, The Bespoken 
filly had stuck her nose beyond the six or seven trteees who 
were still running together, In the next stride or two she 
was Clear of them. The two Pttitres- just ahead of our little 
mare, Wit who were fighting, straining, struggling to get on 
terms with the leaders, were three lengths ahead of her, The 
man with the voice hollered out, "She's walking — she's walking 
_ Up on them. Look at her, It's that pee Wee filly of Jim 
Andrews. Look at her{$ Look at site gE sree 3 mare. She 
looked not more than a mpisp of a shadow, squatting, digging vm 
those ill-formed feet, straining her straight pasterns and i 4 
fighting for her head — that dull, it+t-fommed, dreary, tragie 
head of hers, Jim Andrews in his tenseness grabbed my arm, io 
"Good God, Mr, Pendleton. Do you see that? Do you see it? | 
Do you see it? She wants to run. I never saw her grab for 
her head that way. She wants to come home, Hold het out , boy, 
out by herself. Oh, God keep her out — keep her alone, Look, 
Look, Look at that, Mr. Pendleton, She's caught those two 
fillies, That's the Man-of-‘lar filly on the rail — she can 
fly, and my filly has caught her. Now boy, go after them — 
go after the favorites. Lord A'mighty, don't run her into the 
ground, I never thought I would see her want to run that WEY. 
Those two top fillies are flying, Mr. Pendleton, | 

I: could hear the Colonel breathing hard to the left of we, 
eas. was standing with both hands on the back of a chair in 


front of her, Jim's elbow touched me, "Look! Look} Mr, wv 


‘ ; >" 
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Pendleton. She's picked up & length, She's walking. .I tell 
you she's walking. They have only a sixteenth to go. Look at 
her. The black filly is through. She's beat. Let my filly 
step on, boy. Don't choke her. I never won a Belmont Cake, 
She'll catch ‘em, Mr. Pendleton — she, - she, = she, ~ she's 
Caught ‘em, she's caught ‘em — shets fighting for it — and, 
Oh, God, she's only a pony. They can't stop her = she, she, 
she's burning 'em out — she's past ‘em, past ‘em. “She — she, 
Oh, God, she's won, Mr, Pendleton # 

I don't know when Jim Andrews Left us, but when I turned 
to speak with him he was gone. We waited for the fillies to 
canter back to unsaddle, Out of the corner of my eyed I saw 
the Colonel comparing the official time with his om Stop watch, 
He then returned his glasses to their case with a brisk Cligky: "~~ 
extracted a all from his pocket, removed the band, 
Saeeuthen put his expansive arm around prndotticpeessiits and 
petted her gently... "Well done, old girl,-well dones- We'll 
have a private Suite at Smith College and a diamond-studdea 
chafing dish. 
| The fillies were returning. Bespoken was canter 
colnectpy, alertly, with her head into her chest, but, Looking 
only a wpisp of a thing. A man back of me said-to-his 
neighbor, "She's a game little thing, She took the Longest 
route home, She kept trying every foot of the journey. She 
belongs to old Colonel Rogeheugareyme used to race some good 
Chasers. He never was a man to bet against. Jim Andrews says 


She really belongs to some little girl that's taking some kind 


of a beating. I lost fifty because of her, but er! 
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The jockey stopped her in front of the stand and reised 
his whip for the signal to dismount. The filly naa “dot come 
to a halt before she wheeled around, looked towards the saddling 
paddock and whinnied. The Colonel was in the act of lighting 
his cigar and had the match in midwair, when the filly whinnied, 
tH. shook the match out unused, held the unlighted cigar in his 
left hand and started stroking his chin with his right. As the 
filly was being led away he turned to me, saying, "Pendleton, 
I detest nature*faking and all efforts of misguided people to 
attribute motives, reason$ and this and that to animals, but 
God bless my soul, I can't fathom that filly's actions and 
performances today any more than I gan fathom some phases of 
the child who owns her. Look at tokaa” I looked beyond the 
Colonel. The child was standing very straight, her head thrown 


a £; # 


Slightly back, her hands crossed in front of her, ; Kang 
over the heads of the people beyond her, out into the endless 
blue of the sky. She was not at Belmont Park, nor is it for me 
to Say where she was, As I watched her standing there oblivious 
of all ae6tind her, a feeling crept over me that the result of 
that race was a thing she had asked for, and that her life, her 
thoughts, her motives, her faith, her attitudes had all qualified 
her to step resolutely forward, her head up, her grey eyes clear 
and confident, and say with the simplicity of childhood>TI want 
this thing. neha ‘e 
As the filly passed through the gate we seesmted slowly 
down to vistt with her. Enid Ashley and I walked together. I 


don't remember what we talked about, probably nothing very much, 
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but I reqall Enid saying, "Pen, do you remember that little 


a ———— 


‘mowue 

note Eunice wrote to the Colonel? It was odd, wasn't it? 
You know, Pen, she seems much closer to the big fundamental 
forces than most of us. The Colonel Says it comes from being 
SO much alone in those swamps and woods of hers. ‘I will say 
of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress.! Life must be 
very simple and cleanscut to her, Pen," 

When we reached Jim Andrews! stable the filly was being 
cooled out. Jim saw us approaching and came towards us. He 
removed his old brown hat. Jim Andrews is a fine Looking 


individual, with a deeply bronzed face, strong crinkly hair 


tinged with grey, and exceedingly blue eyes surrounded by 
innumerable little wrinkles, He walked up to Muniee with that 
brisk, vigorous, outdoor way of his and held out his hand, 


“ ; Yorn 
"I'm right glad your filly did so good, Miss Euniee. She ran 


year at Belmont Park. I will do the best I can with her for 


fine for you. Uncle Joe says it was the gamest race run this | 
| 
; 


you, and wish you a lot more luck,# 
“YYOAae | 

Suntee thanked Jim Andrews in a way that ‘would have lingered 
long in my memory had I been Jim Andrews, and from an odd, | a 
serious look that stole across Jim's face I think it must have 
lingered long with him. She then touched my arm, hinting that 
she wanted to speak with me apart. "Mr. Pendleton," she said, 
"nlease tell me. Do you think Colonel Weatherford wants to 
race Bespoken any more? Do you think he would be hurt or dis- 
appointed if I asked to have her sent home to Millbeck. I don't 
want to ask him if you think it would disappoint him. You see, 


I don't want him to send her home just because I want her, but. 


Sal 
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Mr. Pendleton, she's terribly unhappy at the track. She's not 


a race porse, She never will be. I know her eecetory well 
and know what she thinks of crowds and the other horses, She 
may not even be happy hunting, I don't think she will, but I 
can just poke about on her the way I do in vacations. She'll 
be happy with me and we'll watch Spring coming at Easter and 
potter through my Swamps at Christmas, I'm not putting it 


ee 


very well, Mr. Pendleton, but I want her home more than I have ; 


ever wanted anything in all my life. You don't know how she 


tried for me today. I don't dare go up to visit with her, I 

” can't leave her here with all these strangers after today. . 
Will I ask the Colonel, Mr. Pendleton?" "No, Eunice," I said, 
"Let me think it over a minute," 

" I = Went to speak to the Colonel in front of Eunice 
S0 secretly scribbled a note on the back of a card, giving him { 

-* the picture, and slipped it to him while he was talking to | 
Andrews, He glanced at it, and a thunderstorm, threatening to ‘a 


become a cloudburst, crossed his face. He showed the cara to 


Andrews, and then took a turn of the turf in front of the “oF 

Stable. On his return Buntee and her mother were talking to ae 
Yura 

Jim. The Colonel joined the group, Saying, "Bumice, we should 

get the filly home. You mustn't let her eat up your profits, ¢ 

Jim, get a van tomorrow and ship her to Miss Eunice Ashley, ‘ { 


Millbeck, New York," . 
Eunice walked up to him, started to say something, seemed | 

uncertain how to get started, took hold of one of the buttons on 

his coat, turned it slowly, then looked up at him ee smiled and 


Said, simply, "Thank you, Ternal," 
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